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Catholic Mass: Thursday at 12:00 noon  
(Main Chapel, room 3201, third floor Main) 

and  Saturday at 4:00 pm (Main Chapel, 
room 3201, 3rd Floor Main Hospital) 

 
Prayer and Meditation  Tuesday 12:45 pm 

East Chapel, room 3033, third floor East Tow-
er—please listen for the                      an-

nouncement** 
 

Friday: Jummah Prayer R-114, floor 3.5 Main 
Hospital  at 1:15 

 
Sunday Worship 4:00 pm Room 3201, Main 
Chapel third floor, Main Hospital - please 

listen for the announcement** 
 

**Because of staffing limitations leaders for 
these worship opportunities may not be 

available. We OVERHEAD announce them 
1/2 hour prior to the service. 

 
 

Note the Information Boards and Brochure 
Racks for other information 

October give us the opportunity to observe: (this is not a 
complete list) AIDS Awareness Month, Bullying Prevention 
Month, Celiac Disease Awareness Month, Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month, Down Syndrome Awareness Month, Dys-
lexia Awareness Month, Adopt a Shelter Dog Month, Health 
Literacy Month, National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
National Physical Therapy Month, National Spina Bifida Month, Right-Brainers 
Rule! Month.  It is also Universal Children’s Week (1-7), Emergency Nurses Week 
(7-13), Mental Illness Awareness Week (7-13), World Rainforest Week (12-18), 
National Respiratory Care Week (21-27), PASTORAL CARE WEEK (21-27), Pre-
scription Errors Education and Awareness Week (24-31).  Child Health Day is the 
1st, International Day of Non-violence (2), National Diversity Day (5), Emergency 
Nurses Day (10), Clergy Appreciation Day (14), Boss’s Day (16), National Mole 
Day (23), Cranky Co-workers Day (27) - we don’t have any of those here!, Na-
tional UNICEF Day (31). 

Holy Days with No Fixed Date 
Zolla    Nigeria    Harvest Festival    This festival is celebrated by the Wurkum 
tribes of northern Nigeria; it may last from 5 to 7 days and marks the beginning 
of the new year.  Near sundown an elder of each village ascends a high point and 
faces East to await the rising of the moon.  Everyone remains quite so that they 
can hear the cry signaling that the moon has risen.  Fathers begin a dance, chil-
dren play drums, and there is much rejoicing.  After a communal feast the villag-
ers gather for continued dancing and celebrating.  The following days are spent 
visiting family and friends and enjoying zolla—special fried-cornmeal bread. 
 
The History of the Corn Maze  (not Maize—which in another name for corn)    
Mazes have been a part of world culture for centuries; essentially a maze is a 
puzzle-path—finding the right combinations of turns brings you to the center 
and back out.  Turning wrongly leads you to a dead end.  Ancient Romans often 
laid puzzle-path mazes into their floors, some old cities have a network of streets 
which arc off from a central circle in confusing twists and turns, and the tunnels 
into the Pyramids are laid out as a maze.   To qualify as a maze there must be 
choices about which direction to turn; a labyrinth has only one clearly delineated 
path.  Perhaps the maze was meant to confound enemies, or test the acumen of 
one’s thoughtfulness.  Growing a maze did not become popular until the 15th 
Century.  At that time they were used as entertainment among Europe’s nobility 
and generally grown from some evergreen.  The maze at England’s Hampton 
Court  built during the reign of King William II (1650-1702) is 1/3 acre with path-
ways at least 1/2 mile in length.  (continued) 
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 The first modern corn maze was called the Amazing Maize Maze and was designed by Adrian Fisher and Don Frantz.  
Below is a picture of the  Dinosaur Maze constructed for Lebanon College in 1993 by Frantz.  It covers 3.3 acres, has 1.92 
pathway miles, and is 142,713 square feet. 
 
To build a corn maze: plant 
your corn field in a grid 
pattern—the entire field!  
When the corn is about 6 feet 
tall the maze pattern is 
mowed out and weed killer is 
sprayed on the pathway.  The 
remainder of the corn will 
grow tall around the pattern. 

Holy Days With Fixed Date 
October 4 Feast of Saint Francis    Christian/Catholic    Saint Francis of Assisi 
(born Giovanni Francesco di Bernardone; 1181 – died: October 3, 1226) was an Italian 
Catholic friar and preacher. He founded the men's Franciscan Order, the women’s Or-
der of St. Clare, and the lay Third Order of Saint Francis. Though he was never ordained 
into the Catholic priesthood, Francis is one of the most venerated religious figures in 
history. 
Francis was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant in Assisi, and he lived the high-spirited 
life typical of a wealthy young man, even fighting as a soldier for Assisi. While going off 
to war in 1204, Francis had a vision that directed him back to Assisi, where he lost his 
taste for his worldly life. On a pilgrimage to Rome, he begged with the beggars at St. 
Peter's.  The experience moved him to live in poverty.  Francis returned home, began 
preaching on the streets, and soon amassed a following. His order was endorsed by 
Pope Innocent III in 1210. He then founded the Order of Poor Clares, which was an en-
closed order for women, as well as the Third Order of Brothers and Sisters of Penance. 
In 1219, he went to Egypt in an attempt to convert the Sultan. By this point, the Fran-
ciscan Order had grown to such an extent that its primitive organizational structure 
was no longer sufficient. He returned to Italy to organize the order. Once his organiza-
tion was endorsed by the Pope, he withdrew increasingly from external affairs. In 1223, 
Francis arranged for the first Christmas manger scene. In 1224, he received the stigma-
ta, making him the first recorded person to bear the wounds of Christ's Passion. He 
died in 1226 while preaching Psalm 141. 
On July 16, 1228, he was pronounced a saint by Pope Gregory IX. He is known as the 
patron saint of animals, the environment and one of the two patrons of Italy (with 
Catherine of Siena), and it is customary for Catholic and Anglican churches to hold cere-
monies blessing animals on his feast day of 4 October. He is also known for his love of 
the Eucharist, his sorrow during the Stations of the Cross and for the creation of the 
Christmas creche or Nativity Scene. 
 
October 1—7    Sukkot    Jewish The Festival of Sukkot begins on Tishri 15, the fifth day 
after Yom Kippur. It is quite a drastic transition, from one of the most solemn holidays 
in the Jewish year to one of the most joyous.  This festival is sometimes referred to as 
Zeman Simkhateinu, the Season of our Rejoicing. Sukkot lasts for seven days. The two 
days following the festival are separate holidays, Shemini Atzeret and Simkhat    Torah, 
but are commonly thought of as part of Sukkot.  (continued) 
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The word "Sukkot" means "booths," and refers to the temporary dwellings that 
Jews are commanded to live in during this holiday. Like Passover and Shavu'ot, 
Sukkot has a dual significance: historical and agricultural. The holiday com-
memorates the forty-year period during which the children of Israel were wan-
dering in the desert, living in temporary shelters. Sukkot is also a harvest festi-
val, and is sometimes referred to as Chag Ha-Asif, the Festival of Ingathering.  
The festival of Sukkot is instituted in Leviticus 23:33 et seq. No work is per-
mitted on the first and second days of the holiday. Work is permitted on the 
remaining days. These intermediate days on which work is permitted are re-
ferred to as Chol Ha-Mo'ed, as are the intermediate days of Passover. 
 In honor of the holiday's historical significance, Jewish people are com-

manded to dwell in temporary shelters, as our ancestors did in the wilderness. The commandment to "dwell" in a sukkah 
can be fulfilled by simply eating all of one's meals there; however, if the weather, climate, and one's health permit, one 
should live in the sukkah as much as possible, including sleeping in it. 
 A sukkah must have at least three walls covered with a material that will not blow away in the wind. Canvas cover-
ing tied or nailed down is acceptable and quite common in the United States. A sukkah may be any size, so long as it is large 
enough for you to fulfill the commandment of dwelling in it. The roof of the sukkah must be made of material referred to as 
sekhakh (literally, covering). To fulfill the commandment, sekhakh must be something that grew from the ground and was 
cut off, such as tree branches, corn stalks, bamboo reeds, sticks, or two-by-fours. Sekhakh must be left loose, not tied to-
gether or tied down. Sekhakh must be placed sparsely enough that rain can get in, and preferably sparsely enough that the 
stars can be seen, but not so sparsely that more than ten inches is open at any point or that there is more light than shade. 
The sekhakh must be put on last.  It is common practice, and highly commendable, to decorate the sukkah. In the northeast-

ern United States, Jews commonly hang dried squash and corn 
in the sukkah to decorate it. The following blessing is recited 
when eating a meal in the sukkah:  Baruch atah adonai eloheinu 
melech ha'olam asher; kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu leisheiv 
basukkah. 
 Many Americans, upon seeing a decorated sukkah for 
the first time, remark on how much the sukkah (and the holiday 

generally) reminds them of Thanksgiving. This is not entirely coincidental. Our American pilgrims, who originated the 
Thanksgiving holiday, were deeply religious people. When they were trying to find a way to express their thanks for their 
survival and for the harvest, they looked to the Bible for an appropriate way of celebrating and based their holiday in part 
on Sukkot. (Nifty facts they don't teach you in public school!) 
 Another observance related to Sukkot involves what are known as The Four Species (arba minim in Hebrew) or the 
lulav and etrog. We are commanded to take these four plants and use them to "rejoice before the L-rd." The four species in 
question are an etrog (a citrus fruit native to Israel), a palm branch (in Hebrew, lulav), a myrtle branch (hadas) and a willow 
branch (arava).  Every morning of Sukkot, except on Shabbat, it is the custom to hold the lulav in the right hand and the 
etrog in the left. Bringing them together (with the 
pitam, the stem of the etrog pointing downward), 
the following blessing is recited: 
Baruch atah adonai eloheinu melech ha'olam asher  
kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu al n'tilat lulav. 
 The four species are also held during the 

Hallel prayer in religious services, and are held dur-

ing processions around the bimah (the pedestal where the Torah is read) each day during the holiday. These processions 

commemorate similar processions around the alter of the ancient Temple in Jerusalem. The processions are known as 

Hoshanahs, because while the procession is made, Jews  recite a prayer with the refrain, "Hosha na!" (please save us!). On 

the seventh day of Sukkot, seven circuits are made. For this reason, the seventh day of Sukkot is known as Hoshanah Rab-

bah (the great Hoshanah) 
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October 8    Shemini Atzeeret 
October 9    Simchat Torah    Coming at the conclusion of Sukkot are the two holidays 
of Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah. In Israel and among liberal Jews they are com-
bined into one holiday on the day after the conclusion of Sukkot. Among more tradi-
tional Jews outside of Israel, they are observed separately from one another on two 
consecutive days. Shemini Atzeret means the “Eighth Day of Assembly,” while Simchat 
Torah means “Rejoicing in Torah.” 
Shemini Atzeret is mentioned in the Bible, but its exact function is unclear. In Second 
Temple times, it appears to have been a day devoted to the ritual cleansing of the altar 
in the Temple. With the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE, this function of the day 
became obsolete. Although it marks the beginning of the rainy season in Israel and, 
therefore includes the year’s first prayer for rain, its lack of clear definition may have 
provided the impetus to celebrate it in conjunction with Simchat Torah, a celebration 
of the conclusion of one and the beginning of another annual cycle of readings from 
the Torah. This latter holiday probably originated during the medieval period. 
Beginning on Shemini Atzeret and lasting until Pesach (Passover), a short prayer for 
rain is inserted into the second blessing of the Amidah Prayer. It is traditional to in-
clude the Yizkor, or memorial service, as part of the liturgy for this day. Simchat Torah 
is characterized by joyful dancing with the Torah. The final portion of the Book of Deu-
teronomy is read in the synagogue followed by the beginning of the Book of Genesis. In 
this manner, the  annual cycle of Torah readings continues unbroken. 
While Shemini Atzeret’s significance is somewhat unclear, Simchat Torah conveys a 

clear message about the centrality of Torah in Jewish life. It is both a source of Jewish 

identity and a precious gift from God. Simchat Torah is the day on which the whole 

community gathers to come into direct contact with the Torah and to express joy in 

having received it. 

October 16—23    Navaratri    Hindu    Every year during the lunar month of Ashwin or 

Kartik (September-October), Hindus observe ten days of ceremonies, rituals, fasts and 

feasts in honor of the supreme mother goddess. It begins with the fast of “Navaratri”, 

and ends with the festivities of “Dusshera” and “Vijayadashami.    

 This festival is devoted solely to the Mother Goddess — known var-

iously as Durga, Bhavani, Amba, Chandika, Gauri, Parvati, Mahishasuramar-

dini — and her other manifestations. The name “Durga” means 

“inaccessible”, and she is the personification of the active side of the divine 

“shakti” energy of Lord Shiva. In fact, she represents the furious powers of 

all the male gods, and is the ferocious protector of the righteous, and de-

stroyer of the evil. Durga is usually portrayed as riding a lion, and carrying 

weapons in her many arms.        

   All Hindus celebrate this festival at the same time 

in different ways in different parts of India as well as around the world.  In 

the northern part of the country, the first nine days of this festival, 

called Navaratri, is commonly observed as a time for rigorous fast, followed 

by celebrations on the tenth day. In western India, throughout the nine 

days, both men and women participate in a special kind of dance around an 

object of worship. In the south, Dusshera or the tenth day is celebrated with a lot of 

fanfare. In the east, people go crazy over Durga Puja, from the seventh till the tenth 

day of this annual festival.  (continued ) 
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Although, the universal nature of the festival is often found to transcend regional influences and local culture, the Garba 

Dance of Gujarat, Ramlila of Varanasi, Dusshera of Mysore, and Durga Puja of Bengal need special mention.    

 Durga Puja: In eastern India, especially in Bengal, the Durga Puja is the principal festival during Navaratri. It is cele-

brated with gaiety and devotion through public ceremonies of “Sarbojanin Puja” or community worship. Huge decorative 

temporary structures called “pandals” are constructed to house these grand prayer services, followed by mass feeding, and 

cultural functions. The earthen icons of Goddess Durga, accompanied by those of Lakshmi, Saraswati, Ganesha, and Kartikya, 

are taken out on the tenth day in a triumphal procession to the nearby river, where they are ceremonially immersed. Bengali 

ladies give an emotion-charged send-off to Durga amidst ululations and drumbeats. This marks the end of the goddess’ brief 

visit to the earth. As Durga leaves for Mount Kailash, the abode of her husband Shiva, it’s time for “Bijoya” or Vijayadashami, 

when people visit each other’s homes, hug each other and exchange sweets.        

 The Garba & Dandia Dance: People in western India, especially 

in Gujarat, spend the nine nights of Navaratri (nava = nine; ratri = night) 

in song, dance and merriment. Garba is a graceful form of dance, where-

in women dressed in exquisitely embroidered choli, gha-

gra andbandhani dupattas, dance gracefully in circles around a pot con-

taining a lamp. The word “Garba” or “Garbha” means “womb”, and in 

this context the lamp in the pot, symbolically represent life within a 

womb. Besides the Garba is the “Dandia” dance, in which men and 

women participate in pairs with small, decorated bamboo sticks 

called dandias in their hands. At the end of these dandias are tied tiny bells called ghungroos that make a jingling sound when 

the sticks hit one another. The dance has a complex rhythm. The dancers begin with a slow tempo, and go into frenzied move-

ments, in such a manner that each person in a circle not only performs a solo dance with his own sticks, but also strikes his 

partner’s dandias.  This site has much more information:  http://www.theholidayspot.com/navratri/history_significance.htm  

October 18   Saint Luke, Apostle and Evangelist    Christian    Luke the Evangelist (Ancient 

Greek: Λουκᾶς, Loukás) is a character in the New Testament. He is mentioned in three of 

the Pauline Epistles including Colossians where he is described by Paul as "Our dear friend Luke, 

the doctor" (NIV).  Early Church Fathers such as Jerome and Eusebius claimed that he was the au-

thor of the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles and this is the traditional Christian view 

today.  He is venerated as Saint Luke, patron 

saint of artists, physicians, surgeons, students, butchers.    St. Luke's Gospel is principally con-

cerned with salvation and mercy; in it are preserved some of Jesus’ most moving parables, like 

those of the lost sheep and the prodigal son. Dante calls St. Luke the "historian of the meekness of 

Christ." It is also St. Luke who tells us the greater part of what we know about our Lord Jesus’ 

childhood.  

October 20    Birth of the Báb    Bahá'í    On October 20th, Bahá'ís around the world celebrate the Birth of the Báb, one of 

eleven Holy Days in the Bahá'í calendar. The Báb is often referred to as the Herald of the Bahá'í Faith, because it was His mis-

sion to prepare the way for Bahá'u'lláh, the Founder of the Bahá'í Faith. Like John the Baptist some 2,000 years before, the 

Báb called upon the people to purify themselves for the coming of the day of God. Unlike John, however, He founded an inde-

pendent religion and claimed equal station with Moses, Jesus and Muhammad.     In contrast to the paucity of information about 

the Báb's birth, there are stories of His childhood that bear remarkable resemblance (in spirit at least) to the stories told in the Gos-

pels about the young Jesus. For example, when the Báb was sent to school, the schoolmaster was so astonished at His wisdom 

and intelligence that he sent the child back to His uncle, saying that he had nothing to teach such a gifted student! The Báb's uncle 

commanded Him to observe silence and listen attentively to His teacher, but as time progressed the schoolmaster began to feel 

more like the student than the teacher.  (continued) 
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Other accounts speak of the young Báb's radiant character and 

the considerable time He spent in prayer. There can be little 

doubt that He was an extraordinary child. Some who had known 

Him in those early years later became His followers. It seems 

that many of them were hardly surprised by the way events 

played out. 

With little or nothing in the way of historical details to go on, and 

with no established traditions at this early stage of our religion's 

history, Bahá'ís celebrate the birth of the Báb in various simple 

but joyous ways. This day is one of the nine Holy Days on which 

work is to be suspended.  

Shrine of the Báb in Haifa 

October  20    Installation of the Scriptures as Guru Granth    Sikh    The Guru Granth Sahib is truly unique among the 

world's great scriptures. It is considered the Supreme Spiritual Authority and Head of the Sikh religion, rather than any living 

person. It is also the only scripture of it's kind which not only contains the works of it's own religious founders but also writings of 

people from other faiths. The living Guru of the Sikhs, the book is held in great reverence by Sikhs and treated with the utmost 

respect. Sikhism rejects idol worship, so the Guru Granth Sahib is not worshipped as an idol, but rather emphasis is placed on 

respect of the book for the writings which appear within. Guru Granth Sahib is a collection of devotional hymns and poetry which 

proclaims God, lays stress on meditation on the True Guru (God), and lays down moral and ethical rules for development of the 

soul, spiritual salvation and unity with God.   http://www.sikhs.org/granth.htm   The Sikhs do not regard this as their "holy book" 

but as their perpetual and current "Guru", Guide or Master. It was called Adi Granth until Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth and 

final Guru in human form conferred on it the title of the Guru in 1708, after which it was called Sri Guru Granth Sahib 

or Guru Granth Sahib, for short. The Granth has 1430 pages and is divided into 39 chapters. All copies are exactly alike. The 

Sikhs are forbidden from making any changes to the text within this Scripture.  The Guru Granth Sahib was compiled 

by Guru Arjan Dev, the fifth Guru of the Sikhs. The work of compilation was started in 1601 and finished in 1604. The 

Granth, called by Guru Arjan as "Pothi Sahib", was installed at Harmandir Sahib (House of God) with much celebration. 

October 24    Dasera    Hindu    An Indian festival that celebrates good forces over evil forces. It spans for 10 days and is  

celebrated in varied traditions across India.  Dasera, or  Dussehra celebrates the Hindu god Rama's victory over the demon 

king Ravana and the triumph of good over evil. The epic Ramayana tells the mythical story of the Lord Rama who wins the love-

ly Sita for his wife, only to have her carried off by Ravana, the demon king of Lanka.  Ravana plays an important role in 

the Ramayana. Ravana had a sister known as Shoorpanakha. She fell in love with 

the brothers Rama and Lakshamana and wanted to marry one of them. Lak-

shamana refused to marry her and Rama could not as he was already married to 

Sita.   Shoorpanakha threatened to kill Sita, so that she could marry Rama. This 

angered Lakshamana who cut off Shoorpanakha's nose and ears. Ravana then 

kidnapped Sita to avenge his sister's injuries. Rama and Lakshamana later fought 

a battle to rescue Sita. The monkey god Hanuman and a huge army of monkeys 

helped them.    The Mahabharata is another series of 

Hindu myths that play a role in the Dussehra festival. The Pandavas were five 

brothers who fought evil forces with a set of distinctive weapons. They abandoned 

their weapons and went into exile for one year. They hid their weapons in a Shami 

tree and found them at the same place when they returned from exile. They then 

worshipped the tree before going to a battle, which they won. This epic is also commemorated during Dussehra.  

  Many people of the Hindu faith observe Dussehra through special prayer meetings and food offerings to the 

gods at home or in temples throughout India. They also hold outdoor fairs (melas) and large parades with effigies of Ravana (a 

mythical king of ancient Sri Lanka). The effigies are burnt on bonfires in the evening. Dussehra is the culmination of 

the Navaratri festival..  (continued) 

http://www.sikhs.org/granth.htm
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There are many local celebrations in some areas in India that can last for up to 10 days. Local events include: 

 Performances of the Ramlila (a short version of the epic Ramayana) in Northern India. 

 A large festival and procession including the goddess Chamundeshwari on a throne mounted on elephants in the town of 

Mysore in the state of Karnataka. 

 The blessing of household and work-related tools, such as books, computers, cooking pans and vehicles in the state of 

Karnataka. 

 The preparation of special foods, including luchi (deep fried flat bread) and alur dom (deep fried spiced potato snacks), in 

Bengal. 

Many Hindus also believe that it is lucky to start a new venture, project or journey on Dussehra. They may also exchange gifts 

of leaves from the Shami tree (Prosopis spicigera) as a symbol of the story of the Pandavas brothers' exile in the Mahabharata 

stories. 

October 25    Waqf al Arafa    Islam    Waqf al Arafa is the Islamic observance day during Hajj in 

which pilgrims pray for forgiveness and mercy. Pilgrims stay awake at night to pray on the hill of 

Arafat, the site where Muhammad traditionally delivered his last sermon.    

October 26—29    Eid al Adha    Islam    Concluding the Hajj, Eid-Ul-Adha is the Festival of Sacri-

fice held the day after the visit to Arafat, in which pilgrims move to Mina. Those who can afford to do so sacrifice their best 

domestic animals, such as sheep or cows. This practice recalls Abraham's willingness to sacrifice his son, in obedience to 

God, and commemorates God's forgiveness.   

October 28    Milvian Bridge Day    Christian    In the Christian tradition, this is a day of solemn reflection on the relation-
ship of religion and the civil government. On October 28, 312 c.e., Constantine fought and prevailed in a battle against 
Maxentius, who drowned crossing the Milvian Bridge. Constantine became the new emperor, and subsequently made 
Christianity the legal religion of the Roman Empire. This initially brought the persecution of Christians to an end; however, 
Constantine's decision resulted in problems and future battles with secular powers. The struggle between religion and pol-
itics continues today, and thus the constant battle is reflected upon on this holiday. 

October 31    Reformation Day    Protestant Christian    Reformation Day is a religious holiday celebrated on October 31 in 
remembrance of the Reformation, particularly by Lutheran and some Reformed church communities. In the United States 
churches often transfer the holiday, so that it falls on the Sunday (called Reformation Sunday) on or before October 31, 
with All Saints' Day moved to the Sunday on or after November 1.         
 In 1516–17, Johann Tetzel, a Dominican friar and papal commissioner for indulgences, was sent to Germany by the 
Roman Catholic Church to raise money to rebuild St Peter's Basilica in Rome.  Catholic theology stated that faith alone, 
without charity or good works, is necessarily not true and salvific faith; On 31 October 1517, Martin Luther wrote 
to Albrecht, Archbishop of Mainz and Magdeburg, protesting against the sale of indulgences. He enclosed in his letter a 

copy of his "Disputation of Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences," 
which came to be known as The 95 Theses. Hans Hillerbrand writes that Luther had 
no intention of confronting the church, but saw his disputation as a scholarly objec-
tion to church practices, and the tone of the writing is accordingly "searching, rather 
than doctrinaire."  Hillerbrand writes that there is nevertheless an undercurrent of 
challenge in several of the theses, particularly in Thesis 86, which asks: "Why does 
the pope, whose wealth today is greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build 
the basilica of St. Peter with the money of poor believers rather than with his own 
money?"           
 Luther objected to a saying attributed to Johann Tetzel that "As soon as the 
coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory [also attested as 'into heaven'] 
springs."  He insisted that, since forgiveness was God's alone to grant, those who 
claimed that indulgences absolved buyers from all punishments and granted them 

salvation were in error. Christians, he said, must not slacken in following Christ on account of such false assurances. 
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According to Philipp Melanchthon, writing in 1546, Luther "wrote theses on indulgences and posted them on the church of All Saints on 
31 October 1517", an event now seen as sparking the Protestant Reformation.  Some scholars have questioned Melanchthon's account, 
since he did not move to Wittenberg until a year later and no contemporaneous evidence exists for Luther's posting of the the-
ses.   Others counter that such evidence is unnecessary because it was the custom at Wittenberg university to advertise a disputation by 
posting theses on the door of All Saints' Church, also known as "Castle Church".  The 95 Theses were quickly translated from Latin into 
German, printed, and widely copied, making the controversy one of the first in history to be aided by the printing press. Within two 
weeks, copies of the theses had spread throughout Germany; within two months throughout Europe.    
 Luther's writings circulated widely, reaching France, England, and Italy as early as 1519. Students thronged to Wittenberg to 
hear Luther speak. He published a short commentary on Galatians and his Work on the Psalms. This early part of Luther's career was one 
of his most creative and productive. Three of his best-known works were published in 1520: To the Christian Nobility of the German Na-
tion, On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, and On the Freedom of a Christian . 

October 31    All Hallows Eve    Christian/ Ancient    The Halloween holiday is commonly thought to have pagan roots, even though the 
etymology of the word is Christian.  Historian Nicholas Rogers, exploring the origins of Halloween, notes that while "some folklorists have 
detected its origins in the Roman feast of Pomona, the goddess of fruits and seeds, or in the festival of the dead called Parentalia, it is 
more typically linked to the  Celtic festival of Samhain, derived from the Old Irish Samuin meaning "summer's end". Samhain was the first 
and the most important of the four quarter days in the medieval Irish and  Scottish calendar and, falling on the last day of autumn, it was 
a time for stock-taking and preparation for the cold winter months ahead.  There was also a sense that this was the time of year when 
the physical and supernatural worlds were closest and magical things could happen. The souls of the dead were supposed to revisit their 
homes on Samhain eve.  To ward off these spirits, the Gaels built huge, symbolically regenerative bonfires and invoked the help of the 
gods.  In the Western Isles of Scotland the Sluagh, or fairy host was regarded as composed of the souls of the dead flying through the air, 
and the feast of the dead at Hallowe'en was likewise the festival of the fairies.         
  Halloween is also thought to have been heavily influenced by the Christian holy days of All Saints' Day (also known 
as Hallowmas, All Hallows, and Hallowtide) and All Souls' Day. Falling on November 1 and 2 respectively, collectively they were a time for 
honoring the saints and praying for the recently departed who had yet to reach Heaven. Pope Gregory IV ordered its church-wide ob-
servance in 837.  By the end of the 12th century they had become holy days of obligation across Europe and involved such traditions as 
ringing bells for the souls in purgatory and "souling", the custom of baking bread or soul cakes for "all crysten christened souls".  It was 
traditionally believed that the souls of the departed wandered the earth until All Saints' Day, and All Hallows' Eve provided one last 
chance for the dead to gain vengeance on their enemies before moving onto the next world.  To avoid being recognized by a soul, Chris-
tians would wear masks and costumes to disguise themselves, following the lighted candles set by others to guide their travel 
for worship the next day. Today, this practice has been perpetuated through children guising (trick or treating).     
  In Britain the rituals of Hallowtide and Halloween came under attack during the Reformation as Protestants denounced 
purgatory as a "popish" doctrine incompatible with the notion of predestination North American almanacs of the late 18th and early 
19th century give no indication that Halloween was recognized as a holiday.       
 Development of artifacts and symbols associated with Halloween formed over time. For instance, the carving of jack-o'-
lanterns springs from the Samhain custom of carving turnips into lanterns as a way of remembering the souls held 
in purgatory. The turnip has traditionally been used in Ireland and Scotland at Halloween, but immigrants to North America used the na-
tive pumpkin, which is both much softer and much larger – making it easier to carve than a turnip. The imagery of Halloween is derived 
from many sources, including national customs, works of Gothic and horror literature (such as the novels Frankenstein and Dracula) and 
classic horror films (such as Frankenstein and The Mummy). One of the earliest works on the subject of Halloween is from Scottish po-
et John Mayne, who, in 1780, made note of pranks at Halloween; "What fearfu' pranks ensue!", as well as the supernatural associated 
with the night, "Bogies" (ghosts), influencing Robert Burns' Halloween 1785.  Elements of the autumn season, such as pumpkins, 
corn husks and scarecrows, are also prevalent. Homes are often decorated with these types of symbols around Halloween. 

 

 


