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The Holy Days of January 2014                        
Celebrations, Observances and Information  

Religious, Spiritual, and Cultural Occasions 

Holy  days with no fixed date 
 
Hopi Powamu Festival     
    This celebration is also called Bean Planting Festival and is observed over eight 
days. 
    The ancestral spirits of the Hopi are called katchinas, and the people believe 
that these spirits spend six months of the year among the tribe bringing good 
health and rain. The Powamu Festival  marks the return of the katchinas from 
their mountain home for their half-year residence with the Hopi. 
    Throughout the eight days each kiva keeps a fire going with blankets stretched 
across the entrance so that it is very hot inside.  Around the third day, baskets of 
wet sand are placed near the entrance to the kivas. Each who enters the kiva 
brings some of the damp sand inside and plants a few beans in it; they grow  
rapidly due to the heat and humidity. 
    On the last day there is a dance which takes place in each of the nine kivas. The 
next morning the katchinas arrive (people of the tribe dressed in masks). They 
bring dolls and rattles for 
the girls and bows and  
arrows for the boys. Every 
child gets a bean sprout.  
There is merry-making and 
a feast in which bean 
sprouts are featured as a 
primary dish.   
    Between now and their 
departure to their  
mountain homes in July, 
the katchinas appear  
regularly in masked  
ceremonies performed in the Hopi villages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WHAT IS A KIVA?  Kiva is a special purpose ceremonial building used 
by ancient Puebloan people in the American southwest, still in use 
among contemporary puebloan people, where communities  reunite 
to perform rituals and ceremonies.   
See more at http://archaeology.about.com/od/kterms/a/kiva.htm  

http://archaeology.about.com/od/kterms/a/kiva.htm
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Iroquois Midwinter Ceremony     
    This is a nine day festival in which the timing is determined by the arrival of the new moon when the dipper  
constellation is directly overhead.  It is the beginning of the new ritual year for the Iroquois people.  It is announced to 
the community by the “Big Heads” - masked messengers who come to the public activity longhouse to invite everyone 
to join in.  

    Every tribe has its variations on the ceremony, but most include “stirring the ashes”- 
a symbolic gesture of expressing thanksgiving for all the blessings of the prior year.  
Also, a public naming ceremony where all the children born in the year are given their 
Indian names. The Bear Dance and the Feather Dance are typically performed. 
    The Midwinter Ceremony  includes a Dreamsharing time, where individuals share 
their dreams and ask the community to aid in interpretation. 
    The Dances: The Bear Dance is a curing ritual and the Feather Dance is performed to 
give thanks to the Creator for all the many gifts he has provided. The dancers dance to 
two singers who are seated face to face. Turtle shell rattles are used to set the rhythm.  
It is considered one of the “Four Sacred Ceremonies” essential for salvation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy 
 Days with fixed date 

 
January 1, The Circumcision of Jesus  Christian    
    The Feast of the Circumcision of Christ is a Christian celebration of the circumcision of Jesus in accordance 
with Jewish tradition, eight days (according to the Semitic and southern European calculation of intervals of days)
[1] after his birth, the occasion on which the child was formally given his name .  In the Eastern Orthodox tradition the 
day focuses on the Holy Name of Jesus, celebrated with an All-Night Vigil, beginning the evening of December 31. The 
hymns of the feast are combined with those for Saint Basil the Great. After the Divine Liturgy the next morning, 
 Russian Orthodox churches often celebrate a New Year Molieben (service of intercession) to pray for God's blessing 
for the beginning of the civil New Year (Orthodox commemorate the Indiction, or Ecclesiastical New Year, on Septem-
ber 1) .  
 
January 1, Mary, Mother of God    Catholic    The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God is a liturgical feast of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary honoring her divine motherhood to Jesus Christ.  It is celebrated by the Catholic Church on 1 
January, the Octave (8th) day of the Christmas season. For Roman Catholics, this day is designated as a Holy Day of 
Obligation. 
    The feast was celebrated in the East before it was in the West, but by the 5th century it was celebrated 
in France and Spain on the Sunday before Christmas. In Rome, even before the 7th century, 1 January was used as a 
celebration of the Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In the 13th and 14th centuries, the Feast of the Circumcision 
of Christ had come to replace the Marian feast on 1 January. This feast is still observed by the Anglican Church and 
the Lutheran Church. The celebration of the Feast of the Circumcision on 1 January was expanded to the entire  
Catholic Church in 1570 when Pope Pius V promulgated the Missal.  (continued) 
 
Pictures on this page:  http://www.iroquoismuseum.org/ve2.htm 

The Haudenosaunee 
Haudenosaunee means the “People of the Longhouse." They are also known as the Iroquois. The Iroquois  
Confederacy  is a United Nations made up of the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora  
nations.  
Haudenosaunee traditional territory extended from the Schoharie Creek through the Mohawk Valley to the Genesee 
River. There is some debate regarding when the Iroquois Confederacy was established. Historians and archeologists 
agree that it was in existence by 1630. The oral tradition of the Haudenosaunee state that the Confederacy was founded 
more than 1,000 years ago “on the last day that the green corn was ready”. 
    The Haudenosaunee are matrilineal. Each person belongs to the same clan as his or her mother. The nine principle 
clans include the Bear, Wolf, Turtle, Beaver, Heron, Snipe, Hawk, Deer, and Eel. 
 
To learn more, visit: http://www.iroquoismuseum.org/virtualexhibits.htm  

http://www.iroquoismuseum.org/virtualexhibits.htm
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In 1914, the feast of the "Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary" was established 
in Portugal, occurring on 11 October. In 1931, this feast was extended to the entire  
Catholic Church by Pope Pius XI and maintained on 11 October. Following the Second 
Vatican Council in 1974, Pope Paul VI removed the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ 
from the liturgical calendar, and replaced it with the feast of the "Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God."[3] In the Extraordinary form of the Roman Rite, Catholics continue to 
celebrate this feast day with the old name "The Maternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary" on 
11 October, and 1 January is the Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord. 
    The feast is a celebration of Mary's motherhood of Jesus. The title “Mother of God” is 
a western derivation from the Greek: Theotokos, the God-bearer. The term was 
|adopted at the First Council of Ephesus as a way to assert the Divinity of Christ, from 
which it follows that what is predicated of Christ is predicated of God. So, if Mary is the 
mother of Jesus, she is the Mother of God. Therefore, the title “Mother of God” and the 
“Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God”, which celebrates her under this title, are at once 
both Mariological and Christological. From the Ghent Altarpiece  1432 
 
January 1 , Gantan-Sai Shinto    Gantan Sai is the Shinto New Year Holiday. Shinto is an ancient Japanese religion and 

with neither a sacred scripture, nor a founder. It is deeply rooted in nature, with 
reverence to the Kami—or spirits of nature/ ancestors, etc.   At present, there are 
about 4 million followers of the Shinto religion around the world.  
     On this New Year's Day, the Shintos visit the shrines, mostly at midnight. They 
pray for the renewal of their heart, prosperity and health in the year to come. The 
Japanese celebrate the 7 day holiday by making visits to their 
friends and family to express their good wishes for the year to come. Gantan Sai 
is also known as Shogatu. 
 

 
January 1 or 2, Festival of St. Basil the Great    Orthodox Christian    St. Basil the Great was born at Caesarea of Cap-
padocia in 330. He was one of ten children of St. Basil the Elder and St. Emmelia. Several of his brothers and sisters are 
honored among the saints. He attended school in Caesarea, as well as Constantinople and Athens, where he became 
acquainted with St. Gregory Nazianzen in 352. A little later, he opened a school of oratory in Caesarea and practiced 
law. Eventually he decided to become a monk and found a monastery in  
Pontus which he directed for five years. He wrote a famous monastic rule which has 
proved the most lasting of those in the East. After founding several other monaster-
ies, he was ordained and, in 370, made bishop of Caesaria. In this post until his death 
in 379, he continued to be a man of vast learning and constant activity, genuine elo-
quence and immense charity. This earned for him the title of "Great" during 
his life and Doctor of the Church after his death. Basil was one of the giants of the 
early Church.  
    He was responsible for the victory of Nicene orthodoxy over Arianism in the Byz-
antine East, and the  denunciation  of Arianism at the Council of Constantinople in 
381-82 was in large measure due to his efforts. Basil fought simony, aided the vic-
tims of drought and famine, strove for a better clergy, insisted on a rigid clerical dis-
cipline, fearlessly denounced evil wherever he detected it, and excommunicated 
those involved in the widespread prostitution traffic in Cappadocia. He was learned, 
accomplished in statesmanship, a man of great personal holiness, and one of the 
great orators of Christianity.   
 
Pictures on this page:     
Mary:  http://www.theanglocatholic.com/tag/bvm/      
Shinto Temple:  http://www.diabetescounselling.com.au/event/today-marks-the-last-day-of-gantan-sai-an-ancient-japanese-shinto-
new-year-festival/  
St. Basil:  http://shepherdsguild.org/id90.html  

http://www.theanglocatholic.com/tag/bvm/
http://www.diabetescounselling.com.au/event/today-marks-the-last-day-of-gantan-sai-an-ancient-japanese-shinto-new-year-festival/
http://www.diabetescounselling.com.au/event/today-marks-the-last-day-of-gantan-sai-an-ancient-japanese-shinto-new-year-festival/
http://shepherdsguild.org/id90.html
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January 4, Ghambar Maidyarem ends  (see December Newsletter)    Zoroastrian 
 
January 5, Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh Ji    Sikh    Guru Gobind Singh was the 10th Sikh Guru of Nanak. He was 
born at Patna, Bihar, India, on December 22, 1666. His birthday sometimes falls either in December or January or even 
both months in the Gregorian calendar. The annual celebration of the Guru’s birthday is based on the Nanakshahi   
calendar. 
    Guru Gobind Singh was the son of Guru Tegh Bahadur, who gave his life to protect religious freedom. He succeeded 
his father when he became a Guru at nine years of age. Guru Gobind Singh’s teachings have a big impact on Sikhs. In 
his lifetime, he stood against the Mughal Rulers and fought against injustice. In 1699, Guru Gobind Singh took five 
men from the lower caste of society and baptized them as His Five Beloveds, endowing them with great courage and a 
devotion to God. It was his dedication to God, his fearlessness and his desire to protect the people from being  
oppressed that led Guru Gobind Singh to establish the Khalsa, a military force of saint-soldiers which he baptized. 
    Under Guru Gobind Singh’s guidance and inspiration, the Khalsa followed a strict moral code and spiritual discipline. 
It was through his courage that the people rose against the oppression of the Mughal ruler in India at the time. Aside 
from being a spiritual and a military leader Guru Gobind Singh was also a gifted writer who penned a large body of  
literary work. Before his death in 1708, he declared the Guru 
Granth Sahib, which is Sikhism’s Holy Scripture to be the per-
manent Sikh Guru. 
    It is common for large processions to go through markets in 
India on Guru Gobind Singh Jayanti. People sing devotional 
songs during the procession and share sweets and a cold 
drink or a sharbat among the adults and children. There are 
also special prayer gatherings that are held at places of wor-
ship known as Gurudwaras. 
    Historical lectures are conducted and poems recited as part 
of praising the Guru on his birthday. Special dishes that are 
unique to this occasion are prepared and served during the 
festivities. From The Golden Temple of the Sikhs in Punjab 
 
January 5, Twelfth Night    Christian     
    A festival in some branches of Christianity marking the coming of the Epiphany and concluding the Twelve Days of 
Christmas.  Food and drink are the centre of the celebrations in modern times, and all of the most traditional ones go 
back many centuries. The punch called wassail is consumed especially on Twelfth Night, but throughout Christmas 
time, especially in the UK. Around the world, special pastries, such as the tortell and king cake are baked on Twelfth 
Night, and eaten the following day for the Feast of the Epiphany celebrations. In English and French custom, the 
Twelfth-cake was baked to contain a bean and a pea, so that those who received the slices containing them should be 
designated king and queen of the night's festivities. 
    In colonial America, a Christmas wreath was always left up on the front door of each home, and when taken down at 
the end of the Twelve Days of Christmas, any edible portions would be consumed with the other foods of the feast. 
The same held true in the 19th-20th centuries with fruits adorning Christmas trees. Fresh fruits were hard to come by, 
and were therefore considered fine and proper gifts and decorations for the tree, wreaths, and home. Again, the tree 
would be taken down on Twelfth Night, and such fruits, along with nuts and other local produce used, would then be 
consumed. 
    In the eastern Alps, a tradition called Perchtenlaufen exists. Two to three hundred masked young men rush about 
the streets with whips and bells driving out evil spirits. In Nuremberg until 1616, children frightened spirits away by 
running through the streets and knocking loudly at doors. In some countries, and in the Catholic religion worldwide, 
the Twelfth Night and Epiphany marks the start of the Carnival season, which lasts through Mardi Gras Day. 
(continued) 
 
Picture on this page:  http://sikhism.about.com/b/2013/06/03/commemorating-june-1984-invasion-and-desecration-of-golden-temple.htm  

http://sikhism.about.com/b/2013/06/03/commemorating-june-1984-invasion-and-desecration-of-golden-temple.htm
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In parts of Kent, there is a tradition that an edible decoration would be the last part of 
Christmas to be removed in the Twelfth Night and shared amongst the family. 
    Drury Lane Theatre in London has had a tradition since 1795 of providing a Twelfth 
Night cake. The will of Robert Baddeley made a bequest of £100 to provide cake and 
punch every year for the company in residence at the theatre on January 6th. The tra-
dition still continues. 
 

January 6  Epiphany/ Día de los Reyes / Theophany   Christian    Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth”. 
It is also called Theophany (“manifestation of God”), especially by Eastern Christians. Epiphany refers not only to the 
day itself but to the church season that follows it – a season that has a varied length because it ends when Lent be-
gins, and this depends on the date of Easter. 
    It commemorates the first two occasions on which Jesus’ divinity, according to Christian belief, was manifested: 
when the three kings (also known as wise men or Magi) visited infant 
Jesus in Bethlehem, and when John the Baptist baptized him in the River 
Jordan. The Roman Catholic and Protestant churches emphasize the 
visit of the Magi when they celebrate the Epiphany. The Eastern Ortho-
dox churches focus on Jesus’ baptism. 
Epiphany is one of the oldest Christian feasts. It was celebrated since the 
end of the second century, before the Christmas holiday was estab-
lished.  
    Día de los Reyes Magos is the Latin American celebration of Epiphany. 
In many Latin American countries, it is the three wise men and not Santa 
Claus who bring gifts for children. Children write letters to the wise men telling them how good they were and what 
gifts they want. In France Le Jour des Rois (the Day of Kings), sometimes called the Fête des Rois, is celebrated with 
parties for children and adults. The galette des rois, or “cake of kings”, highlights these celebrations. This cake is 
round and flat, cut into the pantry, covered with a white napkin and carried into a dining room. 
Children in Spain fill their shoes with straw or grain for the three kings’ horses to eat and place them on balconies or 
by the front door on Epiphany Eve. The next day they find cookies, sweets or gifts in their place. The “three kings” 
make an entry in many cities in Spain on Epiphany Eve, accompanied by military bands and drummers in medieval 
dress.  
 

January 6, Nativity of Christ  Armenian Orthodox    Why Armenians Celebrate Christmas on January 6th By Dn. 
Hratch Tchilingirian 
    "Armenian Christmas," as it is popularly called, is a culmination of celebrations of events related to Christ's Incarna-
tion. Theophany or Epiphany (or Astvadz-a-haytnootyoon in Armenian) means "revelation of God," which is the cen-
tral theme of the Christmas Season in the Armenian Church. During the "Armenian Christmas" season, the major 
events that are celebrated are the Nativity of Christ in Bethlehem and His Baptism in the River Jordan. The day of this 
major feast in the Armenian Church is January 6th. A ceremony called “Blessing of Water” is conducted in the Armeni-
an Church to commemorate Christ’s Baptism. 
It is frequently asked as to why Armenians do not celebrate Christmas on December 25th with the rest of the world. 
Obviously, the exact date of Christ's birth has not been historically established—it is neither recorded in the Gospels. 
However, historically, all Christian churches celebrated Christ's birth on January 6th until the fourth century. Accord-
ing to Roman Catholic sources, the date was changed from January 6th to December 25th in order to override a pa-
gan feast dedicated to the birth of the Sun which was celebrated on December 25th. At the time Christians used to 
continue their observance of these pagan festivities. In order to undermine and subdue this pagan practice, the 
church hierarchy designated December 25th as the official date of Christmas and January 6th as the feast of Epipha-
ny. However, Armenia was not effected by this change for the simple fact that there were no such pagan practices in 
Armenia, on that date, and the fact that the Armenian Church was not a satellite of the Roman Church. Thus, remain-
ing faithful to the traditions of their forefathers, Armenians have continued to celebrate Christmas on January 6th 
until today. 
 
Pictures on this page:  Wassail bowl: http://thepublici.blogspot.com/    Epiphany  http://us.fotolog.com/goldensilence90/34487535/  

http://thepublici.blogspot.com/
http://us.fotolog.com/goldensilence90/34487535/
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January 7    Nativity of Christ (Christmas)    Orthodox Christian 
 
January 12    Baptism of the Lord Jesus    The baptism of Jesus marks 
the beginning of his public ministry. This event is recorded in 
the canonical gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. John's gospel does 
not directly describe Jesus' baptism. 
Most modern scholars view the fact that Jesus was baptized by John 
the Baptist as an historical event to which a high degree of certainty 
can be assigned.  Along with the crucifixion of Jesus most scholars 
view it as one of the two historically certain facts about him, and often 
use it as the starting points for the study of the historical Jesus. 
 The baptism is one of the five major milestones in the gospel 
narrative of the life of Jesus, the others being 
the Transfiguration, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension. 
Most Christian denominations view the baptism of Jesus as an im-
portant event and a basis for the Christian rite of baptism (see al-
so Acts 19:1-7). In Eastern Christianity, Jesus' baptism is commemorat-
ed on 6 January, the feast of Epiphany. In the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Anglican Communion, the Lutheran Churches and some oth-
er Western denominations, it is recalled on a day within the following week, the feast of the baptism of the Lord. In 
Roman Catholicism, the baptism of Jesus is one of the Luminous Mysteries sometimes added to the Rosary. It is 
a Trinitarian feast in the Eastern Orthodox Churches. 
 In the Synoptic Gospels 
Mark, Matthew, and Luke depict the baptism in parallel passages. In the gospels, the accounts of the baptism of Jesus 
are preceded by information about John the Baptist and his ministry. In these accounts, John was preaching repent-
ance for the remission of sins while he baptized people in the area of the river Jordan. In the gospels, John had been 
foretelling (as in Luke 3:16) the arrival of a someone "mightier than I". The apostle Paul also referred to this anticipa-
tion by John in Acts 19:4. 
 After Jesus went up "out of the water", he saw the heavens open and the Spirit of God descended like a dove 
upon him, and there was a voice from heaven: Mark and Luke record the voice as addressing Jesus by saying "You are 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased", while in Matthew the voice addresses the crowd "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–23)  
 After the baptism, the Synoptic gospels describe the temptation of Jesus, where Jesus withdrew to the Judean 
desert to fast for forty days and nights. 
Matthew 
 In Matthew 3:14, upon meeting Jesus, John said: "I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?" 
However, Jesus convinces John to baptize him nonetheless. Matthew uniquely records that the voice from heaven ad-
dresses the crowd, rather than addressing Jesus himself as in Mark and Luke. 
Luke 
 Luke uniquely depicts John as a family relative of Jesus, with John's birth also announced by angel. Luke 
uniquely depicts John as showing public kindness to tax collectors and encouraging the giving of alms to the poor (as 
in Luke 3:11) Luke clarifies that the spirit descended in the "bodily form" of a dove, as opposed to merely "descending 
like" a dove. In Acts 10:37–38, the ministry of Jesus is described as following "the baptism which John preached". 
In the Gospel of John 
 In John 1:29–33 rather than a direct narrative, John the Baptist bares witness to the spirit descending like a 
dove. 
(continued) 
 
Picture on this page  :  http://sacredspace102.blogspot.com/2013/01/13th-january-2013-baptism-of-lord.html  

http://sacredspace102.blogspot.com/2013/01/13th-january-2013-baptism-of-lord.html


Page 7 

Page 7 

The Gospel of John (John 1:28) specifies "Bethabara beyond Jordan", i.e., Bethany in Perea as the location where John 
was baptizing when Jesus began choosing disciples, and in John 3:23 there is mention of further baptisms in Ænon" 
because there was much water there". 
 John 1:35–37 narrates an encounter, between Jesus and two of his future disciples, who were then disciples 
of John the Baptist. The episode in John 1:35–37 forms the start of the relationship between Jesus and his future disci-
ples. When John the Baptist called Jesus the Lamb of God, the "two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Je-
sus". One of the disciples is named Andrew, but the other remains unnamed, and Raymond E. Brown raises the ques-
tion of his being the author of the Gospel of John himself. In the Gospel of John, the disciples follow Jesus thereafter, 
and bring other disciples to him, and Acts 18:24–19:6 portrays the disciples of John as eventually merging with the fol-
lowers of Jesus. 
  

January 13 (or 15)   Seijin-no-hi    Shinto    This is a national holiday in Japan when young men and women, twenty 
years of age, go to the shrines.  Their families announce their adulthood to the kami, or spirits, and pray for health and 
well being for a lifetime to come. 
 
January 13    Maghi    Sikh    The day of Maghi is observed to honor the heroic fight of the Chali Mukte, or the Forty 
Liberated Ones, who sacrificed their own lives defending an attack by the imperial army marching in pursuit of Guru 
Gobind Singh. The action took place near a pool of water, Khidrane di Dhab, on 29 December 1705.  
 Sikhs celebrate the Maghi with an end to end recital of the holy Guru Granth Sahib and religious rituals in all 
the Sikh Gurudwaras.   
 
January 13    St. Hilary’s Day    Christian    St. Hilary of Poitiers (c. 315-c. 367) was a French theologian who, as bishop 
of Poitiers, defended the divinity of Christ against Arianism, which affirmed that Christ was not truly divine because 
He was a "created" being. The so-called "Hilary term," beginning in January at Oxford and Dublin universities, is 
named after him. At one time the phrase also referred to a term or session of the High Court of Justice in England. Ac-
cording to tradition St. Hilary's Day—observed on January 13 by Anglicans but on January 14 by Roman Catholics—is 
the coldest day of the year.  
 
January 14   Makar Sankranti    Hindu    Makar Sankranti is one of the most important festivals of the Hindu calen-
dar and celebrates the sun's journey into the northern hemisphere, a period which is considered to be highly auspi-
cious. 
There is a wide variation in the celebration of Makar Sankranti throughout India. 
In Gujarat and Maharashtra, Makar Sankranti is a festival of the young and the 
old. Colorful kites are flown all around.  In Punjab, Makar Sankranti is called 
Lohri. December and January are the coldest months of the year in Punjab and 
huge bonfires are lit on the eve of Sankranti. Sweets, sugarcane and rice are 
thrown on the bonfires and friends and relatives gather together. 
In Uttar Pradesh, this period is celebrated as Kicheri. It is considered important to 
have a bath on this day and masses of people can be seen bathing in the Sangam 
at Prayagraj where the rivers Ganga, Jamuna and Saraswathi flow together.  In 
Southern India it's the harvest festival Pongal and lasts for 3 days. On the first 
day, rice boiled with milk is offered to the Rain God. On the second day, it is offered to the Sun God and on the third 
day, the family cattle are given a bath and dressed with flowers, bells and colors, to honor them for their hard work in 
the fields. 
 
 
Picture on this page:  http://allgodwallpapersonthenet.blogspot.com/2010/01/wishing-you-colorful-makar-sankranti.html  

http://allgodwallpapersonthenet.blogspot.com/2010/01/wishing-you-colorful-makar-sankranti.html
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January 14    Mawlid al-Nabiy    Islam   The history of this celebration goes back to the early days of Islam when some 
of the Tabi`in (the successors of the Companions of the Prophet) began to hold sessions in which poetry and songs 
composed to honor the dignity and the righteous example of the Messenger of Allah were recited and sung to over-
flowing crowds in the major cities of Islamic Civilization. 
 Although this practice has been a bone of contention among Muslim jurists (fuqaha) and Muslim scholars and 
literati (mutakalimun) since its inception, Muslim rulers and intellectuals over time have come to accept it as part of 
the mental and emotional furniture of Muslim society. Among the members of Sufi orders worldwide, the celebration 
of the Prophet's birthday is not a departure from the mainstream. Rather, they would argue, such practices among 
believers is a living testimony that Muslims of their times are still faithful to the Qur'anic injunction: "O ye who believe! 
Ask blessings on him and salute him with a worthy salutation." [33: 56]  
 Mawlid an-Nabi is now listed among the public holidays of nearly every country around the Muslim world. 
Along with the two Eids, this holiday is now widely celebrated by Muslims of different sectarian and tariqa back-
grounds. 
 
January 16    Mahayana New Year    Buddhist     In Mahayana countries the new year starts on the first full moon day in 
January .  In Theravadin countries, Thailand, Burma, Sri Lanka, Cambodia and Lao, the new year is celebrated for three 
days from the first full moon day in April.   However, the Buddhist New Year depends on the country of origin or ethnic 
background of the people. As for example, Chinese, Koreans and Vietnamese celebrate late January or early February 
according to the lunar calendar, whilst the Tibetans usually celebrate about one month later. 
Vesak or Visakah Puja ("Buddha Day") 
 Buddhist Festivals are always joyful occasions. Typically on a festival day, lay people will go the local temple or 
monastery and offer food to the monks and take the Five Precepts and listen to a Dharma talk. In the afternoon, they 
distribute food to the poor to make merit and in the evening join perhaps in a ceremony of circumambulation a stupa 
three time as a sign of respect to the Buddha, Dhamma, Sangha. The day will conclude with evening chanting of the 
Buddha's teachings and meditation.   
 
January 16    Tu B’Shevat    Jewish    Tu Bishvat is a holiday intimately connected to the agricultural cycle of the Land 
of Israel.  Falling in the middle of the Jewish month of Shvat, the 15th 
day of the month is the New Year of Trees. Today, this holiday is of-
ten celebrated by planting saplings and also by participating in a se-
der-meal that echoes the Passover seder, in which the produce of 
trees, including fruits and nuts, are eaten. 
 The Bible expresses a great reverence for fruit trees as sym-
bols of God's bounty and beneficence. Special laws were formulated 
to protect fruit trees in times of war and ensure that the produce of 
trees would not be picked until the trees were mature enough 
and tithes were given from them. In order to calculate the age of 
trees, both for determining when they could be harvested and when 
they were to be tithed for the Temple, the Talmudic Rabbis estab-
lished the 15th day (Tu) of the month of Shvat as the official 
"birthday" of trees. 
Subsequent to the destruction of the Temple, Tu Bishvat lost much of its relevance, but in the middle ages it was re-
discovered by Jewish mystics. In the modern period it has enjoyed another revival as a holiday that links Jews with the 
land of Israel and as a Jewish celebration of the environment. 
 When the Temple stood in Jerusalem, Tu Bishvat served as the day on which farmers offered the first fruits of 
the trees they planted, after the trees had turned four years old. The following Tu Bishvat signified when the farmers 
were allowed to begin making use of the produce of the trees they planted, whether for personal or economic reasons.  
[From MyJewishLearning.com] 
 
Picture on this page:  http://www.jewsonfirst.org/07a/beliak_arbor_day.html  

http://www.jewsonfirst.org/07a/beliak_arbor_day.html
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January 18, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity    Christian    At least once a year, many Christians become aware of 
the great diversity of ways of adoring God. Hearts are touched, and people realize that their neighbors' ways are not 
so strange. 
    The event that touches off this special experience is something called the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Tradi-
tionally celebrated between 18-25 January (in the northern hemisphere) or at Pentecost (in the southern hemisphere), 
the Week of Prayer enters into congregations and parishes all over the world. Pulpits are exchanged, and special ecu-
menical celebrations and prayer services are arranged. 
Ecumenical partners in a particular region are asked to prepare a basic text on a biblical theme. Then an international 
group with World Council of Churches -sponsored (Protestant and Orthodox) and Roman Catholic participants edits 
this text and ensures that it is linked with the search for the unity of the church. 
    The text is jointly published by the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and WCC, through 
the WCC's Commission on Faith and Order, which also accompanies the entire production process of the text. The fi-
nal material is sent to member churches and Roman Catholic dioceses, and they are invited to translate the text and 
contextualize it for their own use. 
    For a brief history of this observance see: http://ecumenism.net/wpcu/history.htm  

 

January 19, World Religion Day    Bahá'í     
    Baha’is are urged to “Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.” One way 
they do this is through the commemoration of World Religion  
    World Religion Day was initiated in 1950 by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the United States. The 
Assembly’s purpose was to call attention to the harmony of spiritual principles and the oneness of the world’s religions 
and to emphasize that religion is the motivating force for world unity. 
    As stated in Baha’i scripture: “religion should be the cause of love and agreement, a bond to unify all mankind for it 
is a message of peace and goodwill to man from God,” and “Religion is the greatest of all means for the establishment 
of order in the world and for the peaceful contentment of all that dwell therein.” (See The Promise of World Peace) It 
is observed the third Sunday in January by Baha’is in the United States and increasingly by people around the globe, 
with interfaith discussions, conferences and other events that foster understanding and communication among the 
followers of all religions. 
    Following is a portion of a Baha’i prayer that is frequently read on World Religion Day: 

 O Thou kind Lord! Unite all. Let the religions agree and make the nations one, so that they may see  
 each other as one family and the whole earth as one home. May they all live together in perfect harmony. 

 God! Raise aloft the banner of the oneness of mankind. 
 O God! Establish the Most Great Peace. 

 Cement Thou, O God, the hearts together. 
 O Thou kind Father, God! Gladden our hearts through the fragrance of Thy love. Brighten our eyes through  the 

 Light of Thy Guidance. Delight our ears with the melody of Thy Word, and shelter us all in the Stronghold  of Thy 
 Providence. 

 Thou art the Mighty and Powerful, Thou art the Forgiving and Thou art the One Who overlooketh the short         
 comings of all mankind.    -Abdu’l-Baha From www.bahai.us 

 
January 19, Timkat    Ethiopian Orthodox Christian     
    This is the greatest festival of the year, falling on 19 January, just two weeks after the Ethiopian Christmas. It is actu-
ally a three-day affair, beginning on the Eve of Timkat with dramatic and colorful processions. The following morning 
the great day itself, Christ's baptism in the Jordan River by John the Baptist is commemorated. The third day is devot-
ed to the Feast of St. Michael, the archangel, one of Ethiopia's most popular saints. 
    Since October and the end of the rains, the country has been drying up steadily. The sun blazes down from a clear 
blue sky and the Festival of Timkat always takes place in glorious weather. 
    Enormous effort is put into the occasion. Tej and tella (Ethiopian mead and beer) are brewed, special bread is baked, 
and the fat-tailed African sheep are fattened for slaughter.  Gifts are prepared for the children and new clothes pur-
chased or old mended and laundered.  (continued)   

http://ecumenism.net/wpcu/history.htm
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Everyone men, women, and children appears resplendent for the three-day celebration. Dressed in the dazzling white 
of the traditional dress, the locals provide a dramatic contrast to the jewel colors of the ceremonial velvets and satins 
of the priests' robes and sequined velvet umbrellas. 
    On the eve of the 18 January, the priests remove the tabots (representation of the Tablets of Law)  from each church 
and bless the water of the pool or river where the next days celebration will take place. It is the tabot (symbolizing the 
Ark of the Covenant containing the Ten Commandments) rather than the church building which is consecrated, and it 
is accorded extreme reverence. Not to be desecrated by the gaze of the layman, the engraved wooden or stone slab is 
carried under layers of rich cloth. 
    In Addis Ababa, many churches bring their tabots to Jan Meda (the horse racing course of imperial day) accompa-
nied by priests bearing prayer sticks and sistra, the ringing of bells and blowing of trumpets, and swinging bronze cen-
sors from which wisps of incense smoke escape into the evening air. The tabots rest in their special tent in the mead-
ow, each hoisting a proud banner depicting the church's 
saint in front. 
    The priests pray throughout the long cold night and mass 
is performed around 2:00 a.m. Huge crowds of people camp 
out, eating and drinking by the light of flickering fires and 
torches. Towards dawn the patriarch dips a golden cross and 
extinguishes a burning consecrated candle in the altar. Then 
he sprinkles water on the assembled congregation in com-
memoration of Christ's baptism. Many of the more fervent 
leap fully dressed into the water to renew their vows. 
Following the baptism the tabots start back to their  
respective churches, while feasting, singing and dancing 
continue at Jan Meda. The procession winds through town 
again as the horsemen cavort alongside, their mounts  
handsomely decorated with red tassels, embroidered  
saddlecloths, and silver bridles. The elders march solemnly, accompanied by singing leaping priests and young men, 
while the beating of staffs and prayer sticks recalls the ancient rites of the Old Testament. 
Picture:  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/19/timkat-2012-ethiopia-photos_n_1212818.html  
  
 
If you would like to receive the daily Grace Note please email the Senior Chaplain and ask to be added to the  
distribution list.  Below is an example of a Grace Note: 
 
 Let go of certainty.  

The opposite isn't uncertainty.  
It's openness, curiosity and a willingness to embrace  

paradox, rather than choose up sides. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tony Schwartz 

Picture:  http://good-
wallpapers.com/animals/15675  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/19/timkat-2012-ethiopia-photos_n_1212818.html
http://good-wallpapers.com/animals/15675
http://good-wallpapers.com/animals/15675

