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  Holy Days With Fixed Date 
October 1—10      Navaratri      Hindu      Navaratri (nine nights) is one of the greatest Hindu festivals. It symbolizes the    
triumph of good over evil. Navratri takes place at the beginning of October around harvest time and, as the name implies, 
this festival is celebrated for nine days. Navratri is also known as Durga Puja.  During this period Durga, Lakshmi and                      
Saraswati are worshipped as three different manifestations of Shakti, or cosmic energy. 
 Durga, the Mother Goddess:  The festival is dedicated to Durga, the mother goddess who also represents power.   Durga 
annihilated the demon Mahishasura after a relentless battle lasting nine days and nights. 
The motherhood of God 
 Navaratri is a festival in which God is adored as Mother. It is said that Shiva gave permission to Durga to see her 
mother for nine days in the year and this festival also remembers this visit. Families make an attempt to return home on 
these days, and leave on the tenth. 
 Hinduism is the only religion in the world which has emphasized to such an extent the motherhood of God. 
To celebrate a good harvest and to propitiate the nine planets, women also plant nine different kinds of food grain seeds in 
small containers during these nine days and then offer the young saplings to the goddess. 
 During Navaratri, some devotees of Durga observe a fast and prayers are offered for the protection of health and 
property. A period of introspection and purification, Navaratri is traditionally an auspicious time for starting new ventures. 
Celebrations 
 Navaratri is celebrated by communities getting together for dances and nightly feasts.  In India, the most colorful and 
elaborate celebrations take part in Bengal, where huge idols of the goddess are worshipped. 
 Divine power:  In Gujarat painted earthen pots with water or a lamp inside symbolize the power of the goddess.  The 
flame symbolizes everlasting divine power whilst the fluid water is transitory. 
 
(continued) 
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 Feasts of great variety and delicacy are offered to guests and family during the nine days. 
For women, Navaratri is a time for shopping for new clothes and new pots. It is an auspicious time to buy gold or 
jewelry and the gold markets are open late each night. Women dress elaborately each day for the puja or rituals 
and nightly dances. 
 Another part of the puja may involve designing 
puja-thalis or aartis which are decorated plates in honor 
of the mother goddess, Amba (Ambika). 
 Dasera (Dussera):  The tenth day of the festival is 
called Dasera, and marks the triumph of good over evil, 
and also the motherhood of God. 
 Durga Puja is particularly important for Hindus in 
Bengal. After having worshipped her for nine days, her 
image is taken to the streets in a procession and there is 
much celebration and dancing. 
To mark Durga leaving her mother after the nine day           
visit, her image is cast into water. 
 In northern parts of India, Hindus also celebrate Rama's victory over Ravana during this time. This                     
festival is called Dussera. The ten days represent the ten heads of Ravana, and each day is used by Hindus to get 
rid of bad characteristics, such as lust and jealousy. The tenth day is known as the Day of Victory. 
 
October 2      Muharram/New Year      Muslim     Muharram refers to the first month of the Islamic Calendar. 
The complete month of Muharram is sacred according to the Muslims. However, it is the tenth day which is of 
most significance. Different factions of the Muslim community observe this day for different reasons. While the 
Shia Muslims celebrate this day to mourn the death of Husayn Ibn Ali, the Sunni Muslims observe this day to  
celebrate the victory of Moses over Egyptian Pharaoh. 
 According to the legend popular among Shia Muslims, Husayn Ibn Ali was beheaded during the Battle of 
Karbala on the tenth day of Muharram. Husayn Ibn Ali is an important figure in Muslim religion and is believed to 
be a member of the Muhammad's household. During the reign of Yazid, it is believed that Husayn refused to  
accept the Islamic rules laid down by Yazid. Instead, Husayn decided to revolt against the ruler which led to the 
uprising in Karbalan. During the battle of Karbalan, Husayn was beheaded while his family was imprisoned in 
Damascus. However, according to Sunni Muslims, it was on this day that Moses gained victory over Egyptian 
Pharaohs. Moses was a religious leader and was meant to propagate religious teachings around the world. It was 
on the tenth day of Muharram that Moses gained victory over the Pharaohs of Egypt, the most famous one              
being the Pharaoh of oppression. 
 As is evident, different factions of the Muslim community observe this day differently. While for Sunni 
Muslims, it is a day of celebration, for Shia Muslims, it is a day of mourning. However, both the factions have   
almost identical traditions. Both the factions observe fast on this day, with the Sunni Muslims observing fast for 
an extra day, either before or after this day. 
 
October 3 –4      Rosh Hashanah      Jewish      Rosh HaShanah (literally, "Head of the Year") is the Jewish New Year, 
which marks the beginning of a 10-day period of prayer, self-examination and repentance. This period, known as 
the Yamim Noraim (Days of Awe or High Holy Days), is widely observed by Jews throughout the world, many 
with prayer and reflection in a synagogue. There also are several holiday rituals observed at home. 
 Rosh HaShanah is celebrated on the first day of the Hebrew month of Tishrei, which—because of differ-
ences in the solar and lunar calendar—corresponds to September or October on the secular calendar. Customs 
associated with the holiday include sounding the shofar, eating a round challah, and tasting apples and honey to 
represent a sweet New Year. 
(continued) 
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 Although the holiday includes elements of joy and celebration, Rosh HaShanah is a deeply religious occasion. 
The customs and symbols of Rosh HaShanah reflect the holiday's dual emphasis on both happiness and humility.                
Customs observed on Rosh HaShanah include the sounding of the shofar and eating special foods including round                  
challah, which symbolizes the circle of life, and sweet foods for a sweet New Year. It is also customary to extend wishes 
for a good year. In Hebrew, the simple form of the greeting is "L'shanah tovah!" 

 One very meaningful practice associated with Rosh                 
HaShanah is Tashlich, a ceremony in which Jews go to a body of               
water, such as a river, stream, or ocean, to cast away their sins by 
symbolically tossing bread into the water. This physical act is an  
inspiration to remember one’s actions, right one’s wrongs, and                    
refocus one’s self  for the New Year. 
 Selichot, a Hebrew word meaning "forgiveness," refers to the 
special penitential prayers recited by Jews throughout the High              
Holidays. Jews recite Selichot beginning late at night on the                       
Saturday before Rosh HaShanah and again each morning on the 
days between the New Year and Yom Kippur. 
 The shofar, made from the horn of a ram, is sounded 
throughout the High Holiday period, beginning during the                         
preparatory days of Elul.  It also is sounded during the Rosh                  

HaShana service and at the end of Yom Kippur. The shofar is always curved or bent, symbolizing humility as we stand before 
God and confront our actions. 
 One of the world’s oldest wind instruments, the shofar played an important role in Jewish history long before it 
became associated with Rosh HaShanah. It is mentioned throughout the Bible as a central element in ritual observance. 
For example, the shofar was sounded at the new moon and at solemn feasts. The Book of Exodus (19:16; 20:15)                           
describes how the shofar was blown at Mt. Sinai to prepare the people for the giving of the Torah. The Book of Joshua 
(6:1-20) details the blowing of the shofar as part of the conquest of Jericho. 
[Read much more at: http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/rosh-hashanah] 
 
October 4      Saint Francis Day      Catholic Christian      The feast of St Francis of Assisi is the most important festival 
of the Franciscan calendar in Assisi, Italy. It commemorates the saint’s transition from this life to the afterlife, according 
to the Catholic Church. For two days, starting on October 3, the town of Assisi is illuminated by oil lamps burning                       
consecrated oil brought from a different Italian town each year. Solemn religious services are held in the Basilica of St 
Francis and in the Basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli. 
 Many children in countries such as the United States bring their pets to the church to be blessed on St Francis’ 
feast day because of his love for animals as expressed in his Canticle of Creatures. People may also plan a nature walk 
and teachers, caregivers or parents may spend time helping children write about plants, insects and animals that they 
see. For many educators, caregivers and animal rights organizations, this day is an opportunity to teach children about 
endangered or abused animals and what can be done to help save these 
animals. This feast coincides with World Animal Day. 
 In addition to this feast, a secondary feast is still observed amongst 
traditional Roman Catholics and Franciscans around the world to honor the 
stigmata St Francis received. This day is celebrated on September 17 and is 
known as “The Impression of the Stigmata of St Francis, Confessor”. 
 St Francis (1181 or 1182 – 1226), founder of the Franciscan order of 
the Catholic Church, lived during the late 12th and 13th centuries in Italy. He 
is remembered for his generosity to the poor and his willingness to minister 
to the lepers. However, what many people recall about him is his love for 
animals and nature. St Francis died at Portiuncula, Italy on October 4, 1226. 
 Pope Gregory IX pronounced St Francis a saint in 1228. The pope also laid the foundation stone for the Basilica 
of St Francis in Assisi, Italy. The church, also known as Basilica of San Francesco d'Assisi, is a UNESCO world heritage 
site.  [Read more at: http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=50] 

http://www.reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/rosh-hashanah
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=50
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October 11      Dasara      Hindu      See page 2 
 
October 12      Ashura      Islam       An Islamic holiday observed on the 10th of Muharram, the first month of the                      
Islamic year. The word Ashura means "10," denoting the date of the holiday. 
 Shortly after the Hijira in AD 622, Muhammad designated Ashura as a day of fasting from sunset to sunset, 
perhaps patterned on the Jewish Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). Traditionally, Ashura commemorates two events: 
the day Nuh (Noah) left the ark and the day Musa (Moses) was saved from the Egyptians by Allah. 
 When Jewish-Muslim relations became strained, however, Muhammad designated Ramadan the Muslim 
month of fasting, making Ashura a voluntary fast, as it has remained among Sunnis. Among Shi'ites, however, Ashura 
is a major festival, the tazia (ta'ziyah). It commemorates the death of Husayn (also spelled Hussein), son of Imam 'Ali 
and grandson of Muhammad, on the 10th of Muharram, AH 61 (October 10, 680), in Karbala, Iraq. The event led to the 
split between the Sunni and Shia sects of Islam, and it is of central importance in Shia Islam. 
 
October 12      Yom Kippur      Jewish      Yom Kippur is the most sacred and solemn day in the Jewish calendar. It 
means Day of Atonement; It's a day to reflect on the past year and ask God's forgiveness for any sins. Jewish people 
will fast for 25 hours 
 During the 10 days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur everyone gets a chance to put things right with 
other people before asking God's forgiveness. This period is called The Days of Repentance or Days of Awe. 
It's a time when Jews can make up for the wrongs of the past year and make a firm commitment to not do the same 
bad thing or things again. 
 The special day of Yom Kippur is marked by Jewish people in a number of ways: 
      Many wear white as a symbol of purity 
     No food or drink is consumed for 25 hours. (Children under thirteen and people who are ill or pregnant 
  do not have to fast) 
      No make-up or perfume is worn 
      No sex 
      No bathing 
      No leather shoes 
 The most important part of Yom Kippur is the time spent in the synagogue. Even Jews who are not particularly 
religious will want to attend synagogue on Yom Kippur, the only day of the year with five services. The day is spent in 
continuous prayer for forgiveness. The sound of the shofar (ram's horn) marks the end of the holy day. 
 
October 17—23      Sukkot      Jewish      Sukkot, a Hebrew word meaning "booths" or "huts," refers to the Jewish                        
festival of giving thanks for the fall harvest.  It also commemorates the 40 years of Jewish wandering in the desert               
after the giving of the Torah atop Mt. Sinai. Sukkot is celebrated five days after Yom Kippur on the 15th of the month 
of Tishrei, and is marked by several distinct traditions. One, which takes the commandment to dwell in booths literally, 
is to erect a sukkah, a small, temporary booth or hut. Sukkot (in this case, the plural of sukkah) are commonly used 
during the seven-day festival for eating, entertaining and even for sleeping. 
Sukkot also called Z’man Simchateinu (Season of Our Rejoicing), is the only festival associated with an explicit                      
commandment to rejoice. A final name for Sukkot is Chag HaAsif, (Festival of the Ingathering), representing a time to 
give thanks for the bounty of the earth during the fall harvest. 
 Sukkah: The sukkah symbolizes the frail huts in which the Israelites lived during their 40 years of wandering in 
the desert after the Exodus from Egypt. It also serves to remind Jews of the biblical account of how God protected 
them, provided for their needs in the wilderness, and by implication, still watches over us today. 
Sukkot come in many variations, but there are some guidelines to follow when building them. Two important ones are: 
 A sukkah has to have at least three walls. Only one can be an existing wall, like the side of a house. The walls 
may be constructed of any material, generally canvas, wood or metal. Today, it is possible to buy ready-to-assemble 
sukkah kits. 
(continued) 



Page 5 

 

 The roof is to be temporary, covered with loose branches from trees 
or anything that grows out of the ground, and has been cut off from the 
ground. According to tradition, this roof covering, s’chach, should give 
shade and yet allow those in the sukkah to see the stars through the roof at 
night. 
 Once the sukkah is built, it is common to decorate it by hanging fruit 
and other items from the s’chach, putting posters on the walls, and even lay-
ing carpet on the floor. 
 Lulav and Etrog: Sukkot celebrates the fall harvest, expressed by  
blessing and waving the lulav and the etrog, symbols of the harvest; by 
building and decorating a sukkah; and by extending hospitality to friends 
and family. 
 The lulav is a combination of date palm, willow and myrtle branches, 
held together by a woven palm branch. The etrog, or citron, is a lemon-like 
fruit with a wonderful citrus smell. When reciting the blessing over the lulav 
and etrog, one should wave them in six directions—north, south, east, west, 
up, and down. This action symbolizes that God can be found in all directions, not only in one particular place. 
 
October 18      St. Luke, Apostle and Evangelist      Christian      Luke, the writer of the Gospel and the Acts of the                
Apostles, has been identified with St. Paul's "Luke, the beloved physician" (Colossians 4:14). We know few other facts 
about Luke's life from Scripture and from early Church historians. 
 It is believed that Luke was born a Greek and a Gentile.  Luke's gospel shows special sensitivity to evangelizing 
Gentiles. It is only in his gospel that we hear the parable of the Good Samaritan, that we hear Jesus praising the faith of 
Gentiles such as the widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian (Lk.4:25-27), and that we hear the story of the one 
grateful leper who is a Samaritan (Lk.17:11-19). According to the early Church historian Eusebius Luke was born at                
Antioch in Syria. 
 Scholars have argued that Luke might have been born a slave. It was not uncommon for families to educate 
slaves in medicine so that they would have a resident family physician. Not only do we have Paul's word, but                  
Eusebius, Saint Jerome, Saint Irenaeus and Caius, a second-century writer, all refer to Luke as a physician. 
 Luke first joined Paul's company at Troas at about the year 51 and accompanied him into Macedonia where they 
traveled first to Samothrace, Neapolis, and finally Philippi. Luke then switches back to the third person which seems to 
indicate he was not thrown into prison with Paul and that when Paul left Philippi Luke stayed behind to encourage the 
Church there. Seven years passed before Paul returned to the area on his third missionary journey. In Acts 20:5, the 
switch to "we" tells us that Luke has left Philippi to rejoin Paul in Troas in 58 where they first met up. They traveled                   
together through Miletus, Tyre, Caesarea, to Jerusalem. 
 Luke is the loyal comrade who stays with Paul when he is imprisoned in Rome about the year 61. And after                       
everyone else deserts Paul in his final imprisonment and sufferings, it is Luke who remains with Paul to the end: "Only 
Luke is with me" (2 Timothy 4:11). 
Luke's inspiration and information for his Gospel and Acts came from his close association with Paul and his                                      
companions.  
 Luke's unique perspective on Jesus can be seen in the six miracles and eighteen parables not found in the other 
gospels. Luke's is the gospel of the poor and of social justice. He is the one who tells the story of Lazarus and the Rich 
Man who ignored him. Luke is the one who uses "Blessed are the poor" instead of "Blessed are the poor in spirit" in the 
beatitudes. Only in Luke's gospel do we hear Mary 's Magnificat where she proclaims that God "has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty" (Luke 1:52-53). 
 
(continued) 
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 Luke also has a special connection with the women in Jesus' life, especially Mary. It is only in Luke's gospel that 
we hear the story of the Annunciation, Mary's visit to Elizabeth including the Magnificat, the Presentation, and the             
story of Jesus' disappearance in Jerusalem. It is Luke that we have to thank for the Scriptural parts of the Hail Mary: 

"Hail Mary full of grace" spoken at the Annunciation and 
"Blessed are you and blessed is the fruit of your womb 
Jesus" spoken by her cousin Elizabeth. 
 Forgiveness and God's mercy to sinners is also 
of first importance to Luke. Only in Luke do we hear the 
story of the Prodigal Son welcomed back by the                         
overjoyed father. Only in Luke do we hear the story of 
the forgiven woman disrupting the feast by washing 
Jesus' feet with her tears. Throughout Luke's gospel, 
Jesus takes the side of the sinner who wants to return to 
God's mercy. 
 Reading Luke's gospel gives a good idea of his 
character as one who loved the poor, who wanted the 
door to God's kingdom opened to all, who respected 
women, and who saw hope in God's mercy for                          

everyone. 
 The reports of Luke's life after Paul's death are conflicting. Some early writers claim he was martyred, others 
say he lived a long life. Some say he preached in Greece, others in Gaul. The earliest tradition we have says that he died 
at 84 Boeotia after settling in Greece to write his Gospel.  
 
October 20     Birth of the Báb      Baha'i       Thousands of Bahá'í followers around the world celebrate the birth of the 
Báb on 20th October. 
 Báb, which literally translates as 'the gate', was a prophet and forerunner of the Bahá'í revelation. Likened to 
John the Baptist some two thousand years before, the Báb called on people to purify themselves for the coming of the 
messenger of God. This is asserted to be Bahá'u'lláh, who was initially a follower of Báb and through whom the Bahá'í 
faith was founded. 
 Although there are many stories of the Báb's childhood and his many good qualities, very little is known of his 
birth. 
 He was born on 20th October 1819 in Shiraz, Persia (now Iran) as Siyyid 'Ali-Muhammad. He was the son of a 
mercer of Shiraz, Siyyid Muhammad-Ridá, and his wife Fátimih-Bagum who were both descendants of the Prophet             
Muhammad. The Báb's father died when he was very young (when, exactly, is debated) and he was put into the care of 
his uncle, Hájí Mírazá 'Alí. 
 There is no established tradition in which his birth is celebrated except that this is one of the nine Holy Days on 
which work is to be suspended. The day is a simple and joyous event that will begin with prayers and devotional                        
readings and develop into some kind of festive social gathering either at home or in a place of worship. The festival is 
celebrated, in the spirit of the Bahá'í, to be open to all. 
 
October 20      Installation of Scripture as the Guru Granth      Sikh      Among sacred texts around the world, the Adi 
Granth is unique in several ways: It contains wisdom from esteemed members of other religions, was compiled by                   
multiple faith leaders and now is seen as the head of Sikhism itself—the faith’s central guru or teacher. Today, Sikhs 
honor the Installation of the Scriptures as Guru Granth. On this day in 1708, the ninth Guru, Guru Gobind Singh,                           
announced that he would be the last in a line of living Sikh Gurus. Today, the sacred collection known as the Adi Granth 
was officially installed as the 10th and everlasting Guru, named Guru Granth Sahib. (Learn more at Sikhs.org.) 
 
(continued) 
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 Sikhs do not worship the Guru Granth Sahib, but they 
do reverently respect its wisdom as their spiritual guide. Many 
Sikh practices reflect this reverence: the Granth Sahib is 
opened in the Gurdwara (house of worship) every day, in the 
center of the Gurdwara and on a raised platform known as a 
throne; the book is always opened, read and closed                           
ceremonially, with an awning placed above it; and whenever 
the Guru Granth Sahib is brought into a room, Sikhs stand up to 
honor its presence. (Wikipedia has details.) Many Sikhs even 
choose to learn Gurmukhi, the language designed and used by 
the Sikh Gurus, so that they can fully comprehend the meaning 
of all writings in the sacred book. 
 Just what does Guru Granth Sahib contain? The book is 
divided into poems, with messages such as: all people of the world are equal; women are equal to men; there is 
one God for all; one should speak and live truthfully; and all should live in God’s will/order. 
 
October 24 and 25     Shemini Atzeret  and Simchat Torah     Jewish      Immediately following Sukkot, is the              
celebration of Sh'mini Atzeret .   In Hebrew, Sh’mini Atzeret means “eighth-day convocation.” The holiday derives 
its name from Leviticus 23:36, which proclaims: “On the eighth day you shall observe a holy convocation.” In                 
biblical times, Sh’mini Atzeret was a day for Jews to reflect on the just-ended holiday of Sukkot before returning 
to their regular routine. 
    As such, Sh’mini Atzeret over time also became a day on which Jews recited a special prayer for rain in the                
coming year – quite appropriate in light of the agricultural theme of Sukkot. Indeed, Sh’mini Atzeret is the day on 
which Jews begin to pray in the liturgy for wind and rain. 
  Simchat Torah is a fun-filled day during which Jews  celebrate the completion of the annual reading of the 
Torah and affirm Torah as one of the pillars on which they build their lives. As part of the celebration, the Torah 
scrolls are taken from the ark and carried or danced around the synagogue seven times. During the Torah service, 
the concluding section of the fifth book of the Torah, D’varim (Deuteronomy), is read, and immediately following, 
the opening section of Genesis, or B'reishit as it is called in Hebrew, is read. This practice represents the cyclical 
nature of the relationship between the Jewish people and the reading of the Torah. 
 The Torah service is the focal point of the Simchat Torah celebration. One rabbi, cantor, or member of the 
congregation opens the Torah and reads the last section of the fifth and final book of the Torah, D’varim 
(Deuteronomy).  A second person then opens another Torah scroll and reads the opening section of the first book 
of the Torah, B’reishit (Genesis). The selection from D’varim tells of the death and legacy of Moses, the prophet 
and leader of the Jewish people. The reading from B’reishit, the very first words of the Torah, recounts the story of 
God’s creation of the world. 

 In many synagogues on Simchat Torah, 
each member of the congregation is called to the 
Torah for an     aliyah (going up, which refers to the 
honor of ascending the bimah to recite the blessing 
before and after the Torah is read). Other                           
synagogues may call all children who have not yet 
reached the age of bar or bat mitzvah to the Torah. 
Before the entire congregation, with a tallit (prayer 
shawl) spread above their heads, the children                 
receive a special blessing from the rabbi. In Reform 
synagogues, Simchat Torah also is a time when 
children just  entering religious school are blessed. 
This custom is called consecration. 
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October 30      Diwali/Deepavali      Hindu/Sikh/Jain      Millions of Hindus (and others) around the world celebrate 
Diwali with gift exchanges, fireworks and festive meals. The Diwali celebration in India takes place when the                   
monsoon season ends and the weather is mild and pleasant. People try to pay off their old debts, make or buy new 
clothes and thoroughly clean their houses as part of the festival preparations. House exteriors are whitewashed and 
sometimes decorated with designs drawn in white rice flour and filled in with color. Buildings are traditionally                    
illuminated with oil-burning bowls called dipa lights, or more recently, with strings of artificial lights. People spend 
time with their friends and family. 
 On the first day of the festival people pray, eat a special breakfast consisting of different foods, and the 
Hindu goddess Lakshmi’s statue is carried throughout the streets in procession. Children are sometimes given                
candy or toys from booths set up for the occasion. In southern India children wear flower wreaths on their heads or 
anklets of bells. Boys in some areas construct elaborate castles and forts of mud and display them for visiting 
guests. After dark there are fireworks and people who live near rivers float lighted lamps on tiny rafts. To add to the 
festival of Diwali, melas (fairs) are held throughout India. These are found in many towns and villages. 
 Diwali is called the Festival of Lights and is celebrated to honor Rama-chandra, the seventh avatar 
(incarnation of the god Vishnu). It is believed that on this day Rama returned to his people after 14 years of exile 
during which he fought and won a battle against the demons and the demon king, Ravana. People lit their houses 
to celebrate his victory over evil (light over darkness). The goddess of happi-
ness and good fortune, Lakshmi, also figures into the celebration. It is                       
believed that she roams the Earth on this day and enters the house that is 
pure, clean, and bright. 
 The Diwali festival in southern India often commemorates the         
conquering of the Asura Naraka, a powerful king of Assam, who imprisoned 
thousands of inhabitants. It was Krishna, a deity worshipped in Hinduism, 
who was finally able to subdue Naraka and free the prisoners. Diwali                            
celebrations may vary in different communities but its significance and                 
spiritual meaning is generally “the awareness of the inner light”. It is also the 
beginning of the new financial year for the business community. 
 Lamps, fireworks and bonfires illuminate this holiday, as the word 
“Deepawali” means “a row or cluster of lights” or “rows of diyas (clay lamps)”. 
The festival symbolizes the victory of righteousness and the lifting of  spiritual 
darkness. During Diwali, or Deepawali, the goddess Lakshmi, who symbolizes 
wealth, happiness and prosperity, is also worshipped. 
 
October 31      All Hallows Eve      Christian      All Hallows' Eve falls on 31st October each year, and is the day                 
before All Hallows' Day, also known as All Saints' Day in the Christian calendar. The Church traditionally held a vigil 
on All Hallows' Eve when worshippers would prepare themselves with prayers and fasting prior to the feast day  
itself.             
 The name derives from the Old English 'hallowed' meaning holy or sanctified and is now usually contracted 
to the more familiar word Hallowe'en. 
 In the early 7th century Pope Boniface IV consecrated the Pantheon in Rome, formerly a temple to all the 
gods, as a church dedicated to Saint Mary and the Martyrs, and ordered that that date, 13th May, should be                       
celebrated every year. 
 It became All Saints' Day, a day to honor all the saints, and later, at the behest of Pope Urban IV (d. 1264), a 
day specially to honor those saints who didn't have a festival day of their own. 
 In the 8th century, on 1st November, Pope Gregory III dedicated a chapel to all the saints in St. Peter's               
Basilica in Rome. Gregory IV then made the festival universal throughout the Church, and 1st November has                     
subsequently become All Saints' Day for the western Church. 
 The Orthodox Church celebrates All Saints' Day on the first Sunday after Passover - a date closer to the 
original 13th May. 
 
(continued) 
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 Hallowe'en and Samhain: It is widely believed that many Hallowe'en traditions have evolved from an ancient 
Celtic festival called Samhain which was Christianized by the early Church. Pronounced sow-in, Samhain is a Gaelic 
word meaning 'end of the summer'. This festival is believed to have been a celebration of the end of the harvest, and a 
time of preparation for the coming winter. 
 It is widely accepted that the early church missionaries chose to hold a festival at this time of year in order to 
absorb existing native Pagan practices into Christianity, thereby smoothing the conversion process. 
A letter Pope Gregory I sent to Bishop Mellitus in the 6th century, in which he suggested that existing places of                        
non-Christian worship be adopted and consecrated to serve a Christian purpose, is often provided as supporting                
evidence of this method of acculturation.  
However, there are supporters of the view that Hallowe'en, as the eve of All Saints' Day, originated entirely                     
independently of Samhain and some question the existence of a specific pan-Celtic religious festival which took place 
on 31st October/1st November. 
Steve Roud, author of A Pocket Guide To Superstitions Of The British Isles, says: 
 Certainly the festival of Samhain, meaning Summer's End, was by far the most important of the four quarter 
days in the medieval Irish calendar, and there was a sense that this was the time of year when the physical and                      
supernatural worlds were closest and magical things could happen, but however strong the evidence in Ireland, in 
Wales it was 1st May and New Year which took precedence, in Scotland there is hardly any mention of it until much 
later, and in Anglo-Saxon England even less. 
 Either way, what we can be sure of is that the modern                                   
celebration of Hallowe'en is a complicated mix of evolved (and                  
evolving)  traditions and influences. 
 
 Samhain:  Autumn has arrived, and with it comes the advent of 
Samhain, a Gaelic holiday celebrated by  Pagans and Wiccans, which is 
the year’s third and final harvest festival.  Samhain is celebrated from 
sunset on October 31 to sunset on November 1, almost halfway                           
between the autumn equinox and the winter solstice. 
 Some modern Pagans consider it the “witch’s new year,” 
though other traditions simply recognize Samhain as the end of the 
year, says Kelley Harrell, the author of ‘Gift of the Dreamtime.’ Rituals 
surrounding Samhain include bonfires, healing, dancing, thanksgiving, 
and honoring of the dead. 
 It is one of the four Gaelic seasonal festivals along with Imbolc, 
Beltane, and Lughnasadh.  It’s considered a liminal time, when the veil 
between life and death grows thin. Food is set aside for ancestors and 
protective spirits, and rituals honoring the dead take place. 
 Samhain is one of the original festivals behind the holiday we 
know as Halloween.  As it was believed that  faeries, witches, and                 
demons roamed the earth on Samhain, food and drink were                                
customarily set out to placate them. Later on, people began dressing 
up as these creatures and claiming the goodies for themselves, sometimes performing antics or tricks in exchange for 
food and drink. This practice evolved into trick-or-treating. 
 Some of Halloween’s most common traditions are rooted in Samhain’s harvest festival roots, such as the                 
carving of pumpkins and bobbing for apples.  Some celebrate Samhain with a ritual to guide the dead home by                         
opening a western-facing door or window and placing a candle by the opening. 
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October 31      Reformation Day      Protestant Christian      In 1516–17, Johann Tetzel, a Dominican friar and papal 
commissioner for indulgences, was sent to Germany to raise money to rebuild St Peter's Basilica in Rome. 
 On 31 October 1517, Martin Luther wrote to Albrecht, Archbishop of Mainz and Magdeburg, protesting against 
the sale of indulgences. He enclosed in his letter a copy of his "Disputation of Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy 
of Indulgences," which came to be known as The 95 Theses. Hans Hillerbrand writes that Luther had no intention of 
confronting the church, but saw his disputation as a scholarly objection to church practices, and the tone of the writing 
is accordingly "searching, rather than doctrinaire." Hillerbrand writes that there is nevertheless an undercurrent of 
challenge in several of the theses, particularly in Thesis 86, which asks: "Why does the pope, whose wealth today is 
greater than the wealth of the richest Crassus, build the basilica of St. Peter with the money of poor believers rather 
than with his own money?" 
 Luther objected to a saying attributed to Johann Tetzel that "As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul 
from purgatory [also attested as 'into heaven'] springs." He insisted that, since                                    
forgiveness was God's alone to grant, those who claimed that indulgences absolved                 
buyers from all punishments and granted them salvation were in error. Christians, he 
said, must not slacken in following Christ on account of such false assurances. 
 According to Philipp Melanchthon, writing in 1546, Luther "wrote theses on                 
indulgences and posted them on the church of All Saints on 31 October 1517", an event 
now seen as sparking the Protestant Reformation. Some scholars have questioned                  
Melanchthon's account, since he did not move to Wittenberg until a year later and no   
contemporaneous evidence exists for Luther's posting of the theses. Others counter that 
such evidence is unnecessary because it was the custom at Wittenberg university to               
advertise a disputation by posting theses on the door of All Saints' Church, also known as 
"Castle Church". 
 The 95 Theses were quickly translated from Latin into German, printed, and 
widely copied, making the  controversy one of the first in  history to be aided by the 
printing press. Within two weeks, copies of the theses had spread throughout Germany; 
within two months  throughout Europe. 
 Luther's writings circulated widely, reaching France, England, and Italy as early as 1519. Students thronged to 
Wittenberg to hear Luther speak. He published a short commentary on Galatians and his Work on the Psalms. This 
early part of Luther's career was one of his most creative and productive. Three of his best-known works were                      
published in 1520: To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation, On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church, and On 
the Freedom of a Christian. 
 
Sources for this newsletter:  bbc.co.uk, calendarlabs.com, reformjudaism.org, timeanddate.com, religion-
facts.com, catholiconline.org, huffingtonpost.com, Wikipedia.com.  All photos are from the subscription service 
Shutterstock. 
 
 
 
 
 


