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Holy Days With No Fixed Date 
Athabascan Stickdance      This is the final part of the ceremony  called the Feast for the Dead.  The “Stick Dance” (heeyo, 
hi`o), is named for the decorated pole or stick that is carried through the village and 
set up in the center of a large house or in the kashim. While the pole is being danced 
though the village, those in the hall sing the twelve sacred “Stick Dance Songs.” 
These must be rendered in the correct order and are forbidden on any other occasion. 
When the pole is installed, the entire assembly begins to dance around it clockwise, 
to the rhythmic repetition of the syllables “hee-yo,” with musical variations. Such 
dancing continues in festive mood throughout the night and well into the next day, 
when the pole is taken outside and broken. At one point, the gifts to be distributed, 
including bolts of cloth, are brought in, all tied together to form a long garland, and 
all dance this around the pole. Finally, the exhausted dancers reach a trance—like 
inner peace. The last evening, after an elaborate and bountiful feast, called a potlatch 
by the Koyukon, with plenty of leftovers to be taken home, the surrogates for the deceased put on the beautiful new furs 
with which they have been dressed from head to toe. They are careful to pull the hoods of their parkas over their faces, so 
that they will not look at anyone and thereby take that person’s soul into the next world. Others who helped with the funeral, 
or have come from a distance, receive special gifts, but everyone attending gets a small present, like a handkerchief, as a sou-
venir of the Stick Dance, or as a blessing. The new winter furs and the other gifts are left in the porch of the kashim overnight 
so that the spirits of the dead may take possession of them. The next morning before the visitors leave, the new dressed per-
sons walk about introducing themselves by the names of those whom they have represented, shaking hands with their rela-
tives and friends, symbolizing the last good—byes of the dead. 
Photo: judysooutpost.com  Read more about the Athabascan culture at: https://
arcticrose.wordpress.com/2008/05/08/050808-spirits-in-the-land-of-the-dead-and-the-potlatch-ceremony/   
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February  10      Ash Wednesday       Christian      Ash Wednesday      Ash Wednesday, a day of fasting, is the 

first day of Lent in Western Christianity. It occurs 46 days (40 fasting days, the 6 
Sundays, which are not days of fast, are excluded) before Easter and can fall as 
early as 4 February or as late as 10 March. Ash Wednesday is observed by many 
Western Christians, including Anglicans, Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians, 
and Roman Catholics. 
  According to the canonical gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus Christ 
spent 40 days fasting in the desert, where he endured temptation by Satan. 
Lent originated as a mirroring of this, fasting 40 days as preparation for Easter. 
Every Sunday was seen as a commemoration of the Sunday of Christ's resurrec-
tion and so as a feast day on which fasting was inappropriate. Accordingly, 
Christians fasted from Monday to Saturday (6 days) during 6 weeks and from 
Wednesday to Saturday (4 days) in the preceding week, thus making up the 
number of 40 days. 
  Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of blessing ashes made 
from palm branches blessed on the previous year's Palm Sunday, and placing 
them on the heads of participants to the accompaniment of the words "Repent, 
and believe in the Gospel" or "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 

shall return". 
 
February 12      Vasant Panchami      Hindu      Vasant Panchami is a famous festival that marks the end of the 
winter season and ushers in the springtime. Sarasvati is the Hindu goddess of the 
Vasant Panchami festival. Young girls wear bright yellow dresses and participate in 
the festivities. The color yellow holds a special meaning for this celebration as it sig-
nifies the brilliance of nature and the vibrancy of life. The whole place bursts with 
yellow during the festival. 
  People dress in yellow and they offer yellow flowers to others and to the gods and 
goddesses. They also prepare and feast on a special pastry called kesar halwa or 
kesar halva, which is made from flour, sugar, nuts, and cardamom powder. This dish 
also includes saffron strands, which gives it a vibrant yellow color and mild fra-
grance. During the Vasant Panchami festival, India’s crop fields are filled with the 
color yellow, as the yellow mustard flowers bloom at this time of the year. Pens, 
notebooks, and pencils are placed near the goddess Devi's feet to be blessed before 
they are used by students. 
 
February 15      Nirvana Day      Buddhist and Jain       Parinirvana Day — or Nirvana Day — is observed primarily 
by Mahayana Buddhists, most commonly on February 15th. The day commemorates the death of the historical 
Buddha and his entry into final or complete Nirvana. 
  Nirvana Day is a time for contemplation of the Buddha’s teachings. Some monasteries and temples hold medi-
tation retreats. Others open their doors to laypeople, who bring gifts of money and household goods to support 
monks and nuns. 
  Note that in Theravada Buddhism, the Buddha's parinirvana, birth, and enlightenment are all observed togeth-
er in an observance called Vesak. The time of Vesak is determined by lunar calendar; it usually falls in May.  
About Nirvana 
  The word Nirvana means "to extinguish," such as extinguishing the flame of a candle. It's important to under-
stand that the people of ancient India considered fire to be a bit of atmosphere that had become trapped by fuel. 
This bit of atmosphere burns angrily and fitfully until it is released to become cool, peaceful air again. 
Some schools of Buddhism explain Nirvana as a state of bliss or peace, and this state may be experienced in life, 
or it may be entered into at death.  (continued) 
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The Buddha taught that Nirvana was beyond human imagination, and so              
speculation about what Nirvana is like is foolish. 
  In many schools of Buddhism, it's believed realization of enlightenment causes 
living people to enter a kind of partial Nirvana, or "Nirvana With Remainders." The 
word parinirvana refers to a complete or final Nirvana realized at death. 
 
 
 
March 2—20      Nineteen Day Fast  Baha'i       Fasting has been a significant practice of religion throughout human             
history.  
  Fasting, said ‘Abdu’l-Bahá “is the cause of awakening man. The heart becomes tender and the spirituality of man in-
creases. This is produced by the fact that man’s thoughts will be confined to the commemoration of God, and through 
this awakening and stimulation surely ideal advancements follow”. 
  However, it is important to note that fasting should not be viewed as a practice of asceticism, nor is it to be used as a 
means of penance: “[T]his material fast is an outer token of the spiritual fast; it is a symbol of self-restraint, the with-
holding of oneself from all appetites of the self, taking on the characteristics of the spirit, being carried away by the 
breathings of heaven and catching fire from the love of God.” 
  Bahá’u’lláh designated a nineteen-day period each year during which adult Bahá’ís fast from sunrise to sunset each day. 
This period coincides with the Bahá’í month of Alá—meaning Loftiness—from 2 to 20 March, which immediately pre-
cedes the Bahá’í new year. It is a time of prayer, meditation, and spiritual rejuvenation. 
A number of special prayers have been revealed specifically for the period of the fast. One, for example, begins with 
these words: 
  “This is, O my God, the first of the days on which Thou hast bidden Thy loved ones to observe the Fast. I ask of Thee by 
Thy Self and by him who hath fasted out of love for Thee and for Thy good-pleasure—and not out of self and desire, nor 
out of fear of Thy wrath—and by Thy most excellent names and august attributes, to purify Thy servants from the love 
of aught except Thee and to draw them nigh unto the Dawning-Place of the lights of Thy countenance and the Seat of 
the throne of Thy oneness. Illumine their hearts, O my God, with the light of Thy knowledge and brighten their faces 
with the rays of the Daystar that shineth from the horizon of Thy Will.” 
 
March 7      Shivaratri      Hindu      Mahashivaratri Festival or the ‘The Night of Shiva’ is celebrated with devotion and 
religious fervor in honor of Lord Shiva, one of the deities of Hindu Trinity.  
There are various interesting legends related to the festival of Maha Shivaratri. According to one of the most popular 
legends, Shivaratri marks the wedding day of Lord Shiva and Parvati. Some believe that it was on the auspicious night of 
Shivaratri that Lord Shiva performed the ‘Tandava’, the dance of the primal creation, preservation and destruction. An-
other popular Shivratri legend states that it was on Shivaratri that Lord Shiva manifested himself in the form of a Linga. 
Hence the day is considered to be extremely auspicious by Shiva devotees and they celebrate it as Mahashivaratri - the 
grand night of Shiva. 
  Various traditions and customs related to Shivaratri Festival are dutifully followed by the worshippers of Lord Shiva. 
Devotees observe a strict fast in honor of Shiva, though many go on a diet of fruits and milk some do not consume even 
a drop of water. Devotees strongly believe that sincere worship of Lord Shiva on the auspicious day of Shivaratri, ab-
solves a person of sins and liberates him from the cycle of birth and death. Shivaratri is considered especially auspicious 
for women. While married women pray for the well-being of their husbands, unmarried women pray for a husband like 
Lord Shiva, who is regarded as the ideal husband. 
  To mark the Shivratri festival, devotees wake up early and take a ritual bath, preferably in river Ganga. After wearing 
fresh new clothes devotees visit the nearest Shiva temple to give ritual bath to the Shiva Lingum with milk, honey, water 
etc. 
(continued) 
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  On Shivaratri, worship of Lord Shiva continues all through the day and night. Every three 

hours priests perform ritual pooja of Shivalingam by bathing it with milk, yoghurt, honey, 

ghee, sugar and water amidst the chanting of Om Namah Shivaya’ and ringing of temple 

bells. Night-long vigil or jaagran is also observed in Shiva temples where large number of dev-

otees spend the night singing hymns and devotional songs in praise of Lord Shiva. It is only on 

the following morning that devotee break their fast by partaking prasad offered to the deity. 

 

 

March 10      Ramakrishna Jayanti      Hindu      Sri Ramakrishna was born to Brahmin parents on March 10, 1836 in 

the village of Kamarpukur, in Hooghly district, West Bengal, India.                                                                                                                                   

His message was his God-consciousness. When it falls short, traditions become dogmatic and oppressive and religious 

teachings lose their transforming power. At a time when the very foundation of religion, faith in God, was crumbling 

under the relentless blows of materialism and skepticism, Sri Ramakrishna, through his burning spiritual realizations, 

demonstrated beyond doubt the reality of God and the validity of the time-honored teachings of all the prophets and 

saviors of the past. Sri Ramakrishna faithfully practiced the spiritual disciplines of different religions and came to the 

realization that all of them lead to the same goal. Thus he declared, "As many faiths, so many paths." The paths vary, 

but the goal remains the same. Harmony of religions is not uniformity; it is unity in diversity. It is not a fusion of reli-

gions, but a fellowship of religions based on their common goal -- communion with God.  This harmony is to be real-

ized by deepening our individual God-consciousness. 

 

March 13      Cheesefare Sunday      Orthodox Christian      On this last Sunday before Great Lent, the last day that 

traditionally Orthodox Christians eat dairy products until Easter, the Church remembers the expulsion of Adam and 

Eve from Paradise. God commanded them to fast from the fruit of a tree (Gen. 2:16), but they did not obey. In this way 

Adam and Eve and their descendants became heirs of death and corruption. 

  On Forgiveness Sunday many attend Forgiveness Vespers on the eve of Great Lent. They hear on the Lord's teaching 

about fasting and forgiveness and enter the season of the fast forgiving one another so that God will forgive them. If 

you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their trespasses, 

neither will your heavenly Father forgive you your trespasses (Matthew 6:14). 

  The Gospel reading of the day also gives advice on fasting. Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, 

with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to 

you, they have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you do not appear to 

men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you 

openly. (Matthew 6:16-18). 

  After the dismissal at Vespers, the priest stands beside the analogion, or before the ambon, and the faithful come up 

one by one and venerate the icon, after which each makes a prostration before the priest, saying, "Forgive me, a sin-

ner." The priest also makes a prostration before each, saying, "God forgives. Forgive me." The person responds, "God 

forgives," and receives a blessing from the priest. Meanwhile the choir sings quietly the irmoi of the Paschal Canon, or 

else the Paschal Stichera. After receiving the priest's blessing, the faithful also ask forgiveness of each other. 
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March 14      Clean Monday      Orthodox Christian    The common term for this day, "Clean Monday", refers to the leav-
ing behind of sinful attitudes and non-fasting foods. 
Liturgically, Clean Monday—and thus Great Lent itself—begins on the preceding (Sunday) night, at a special service 
called Forgiveness Vespers, which culminates with the Ceremony of Mutual Forgiveness, at which all present will bow 
down before one another and ask forgiveness. In this way, the faithful begin Great Lent with a clean conscience, with 
forgiveness, and with renewed Christian love. The entire first week of Great Lent is often referred to as "Clean Week," 
and it is customary to go to Confession during this week, and to clean the house thoroughly (or to have it clean before 
the beginning of the Fast). 
  The theme of Clean Monday is set by the Old Testament reading appointed to be read at the Sixth Hour on this day 
(Isaiah 1:1-20), which says in part:  Wash yourselves and ye shall be clean; put away the wicked ways from your souls be-
fore Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well. Seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, consider the fatherless, and 
plead for the widow. Come then, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, I will make 
them white as snow; and though they be red like crimson, I will make them white as wool (v. 16-18). 
  Clean Monday is a public holiday in Greece and Cyprus, where it is celebrated with outdoor excursions, the consump-
tion of shellfish and other fasting food, a special kind of azyme (unleavened) bread, baked only on that day, named 
"lagana" (Greek: λαγάνα) and the widespread custom of flying kites. Eating meat, eggs and dairy products is traditional-
ly forbidden to Christians throughout Lent, with fish being eaten only on major feast days, but shellfish is permitted. 
This has created the tradition of eating elaborate dishes based on seafood (shellfish, mollusks, fish roe etc). Traditional-
ly, it is considered to mark the beginning of the spring season, as evidenced by the sticheron fro the Lenten Triodion, 
"The Lenten Spring has come...". 
  The happy, springtime atmosphere of Clean Monday may seem at odds with the Lenten spirit of repentance and self-
control, but this seeming contradiction is a marked aspect of the Orthodox approach to fasting, in accordance with the 
Gospel lesson (Matthew 6:14-21) read on the morning before, which admonishes:  When ye fast, be not, as the hypo-
crites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, 
They have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face, that thou appear not unto 
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret... (v. 16-18). 
  In this manner, the Orthodox celebrate the fact that "The spring-
time of the Fast has dawned, the flower of repentance has begun 
to open. 
 
March 20      Spring Equinox/ Ostara      The spring equinox in the 
Northern Hemisphere falls on Friday March 20 this year, marking 
the time when the sun passes over the celestial equator. Wiccans 
and other neopagans observe the day as Ostara, a festival that 
celebrates the season's change from dark winter to brightening 
spring. 
For many neopagans, Ostara celebrates the Spring Maiden and 
Horned God who represent the characteristics of the new season. 
  Ostara, or Eostra, is an Anglo-Saxon goddess who represents 
dawn. As a spring goddess she oversees the budding plants and 
burgeoning fertility of the earth. The Horned God, sometimes 
envisioned as the god Pan, symbolizes the festive enjoyment of 
nature through hunting and dancing. 
Symbols of fertility and new life play a prominent role in many 
Ostara celebrations. 
  Similar to those observed at Easter, symbols for Ostara include 
eggs, rabbits, flowers and seeds. Many neopagans believe these 
symbols to represent the fecundity of spring and incorporate them into rituals, altars and celebratory feasts. 
Photo: pagancentric.com 
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March 20      Palm Sunday      Christian     Palm Sunday is a Christian moveable feast that falls on the Sunday before Easter. The 
feast commemorates Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, an event mentioned in each of the four canonical Gospels. 
In many Christian denominations, worship services on Palm Sunday include a procession of the faithful carrying palms, represent-
ing the palm branches the crowd scattered in front of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem. 
 
 
March 21      Nowruz      Baha'i /Zoroastrian      Nowruz is the traditional Iranian festival of spring which starts at the exact mo-
ment of the vernal equinox, commencing the start of the spring. It is considered as the start of the New Year among Iranians. The 
name comes from Avestan meaning "new day/daylight". Nowruz is celebrated March 20/21 each year, at the time the sun enters 
Aries and Spring begins. 
  Nowruz has been celebrated for at least 3,000 years and is deeply rooted in the rituals and traditions of the Zoroastrian religion. 
Today the festival of Nowruz is celebrated in Iran, Iraq, India, Afghanistan, Tajikestan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and 
Kyrgyzstan. 
  The Zoroastrian Parsis of India celebrate Nowruz twice, firstly in common with their Iranian brethren on the vernal equinox as Jam-
shedi Navroz (also referred to as the Fasli New Year) and secondly on a day in July or August, depending upon whether they follow 
the Kadmi or the Shahenshahi calendar. This is because the practice of intercalation in the Zoroastrian calendar was lost on their 
arrival in India. The Kadmi New Year always precedes the Shahenshahi New Year by 30 days. In 2005, Nowruz is celebrated on Au-
gust 20 (Shahenshahi). 
  The Baha'i Faith, a religion with its origin in Iran, celebrates this day (spelling it "Naw Ruz") as a religious holiday marking not only 
the new year according to the Baha'i calendar, but the end of their Nineteen Day Fast. Persian Baha'is still observe many Iranian 
customs associated with it, but Bahai's all over the world celebrate it as a festive day, according to local custom. American Baha'i 
communities, for example, may have a potluck dinner, along with prayers and readings from Baha'i scripture. While Naw Ruz, ac-
cording to scripture, begins on the vernal equinox, Baha'is currently celebrate it on March 21, regardless of what day the equinox 
falls. Baha'is are required to suspend work and school in observance. 
  Although the Persian Calendar is very precise about the very moment of turn of the new year, Nowruz itself is by definition the 
very first calendar day of the year, regardless of when the natural turn of the year happens. For instance, in some years, the actual 
natural moment of turn of the year could happen before the midnight of the first calendar day, but the calendar still starts at 00:00 
hours for 24 hours, and those 24 hours constitute the Nowruz. Iranians typically observe the exact moment of the turn of the year. 
  During the Nowruz holidays people are expected to pay house visits to one another (mostly limited to families, friends and neigh-
bors) in the form of short house visits and the other side will also pay you a visit during the holidays before the 13th day of the 
spring. 
  Typically, on the first day of Nowruz, family members gather around the table, with the Haft Seen on the table or set next to it, 
and await the exact moment of the arrival of the spring. At that time gifts are exchanged. Later in the day, on the very first day, the 

first house visits are paid to the most senior family members. 
  Typically, the youngers visit the elders first, and the elders return their visit later. The 
visits naturally have to be relatively short, otherwise one will not be able to visit every-
body on their list. Every family announces in advance to their relatives and friends 
which days of the holidays are their reception days. 
  A visit generally lasts around 30 minutes, where you often run into other visiting rela-
tives and friends who happen to be paying a visit to the same house at that time. Be-
cause of the house visits, you make sure you have a sufficient supply of pastry, cookies, 
fresh and dried fruits and special nuts on hand, as you typically serve your visitors with 
these items plus tea or syrup. 
  Many Iranians will throw large Nowruz parties in a central location as a way of dealing 
with the long distances between groups of friends and family. 
Some Noruz celebrants believe that whatever a person does on Nowruz will affect the 
rest of the year. So, if a person is warm and kind to their relatives, friends and neigh-
bors on Nowruz, then the new year will be a good one. On the other hand, if there are 
fights and disagreements, the year will be a bad one. Also, many people do a significant 
amount of "Spring Cleaning" prior to Nowruz to rid the house of last year's dirt and 
germs in preparation for a good new year. 
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March 23     Holi      Hindu      Holi is probably the least religious of Hindu holidays. During Holi, Hindus attend a 
public bonfire, spray friends and family with colored powders and water, and generally go a bit wild in the streets. 
The central ritual of Holi is the throwing and applying of colored water and 
powders on friends and family, which gives the holiday its common name 
"Festival of Colors."  
  Celebrated all over India since ancient times, Holi's precise form and pur-
pose display great variety. Originally, Holi was an agricultural festival cele-
brating the arrival of spring.  This aspect still plays a significant part in the 
festival in the form of the colored powders: Holi is a time when man and 
nature alike throw off the gloom of winter and rejoice in the colors and live-
liness of spring. 
  Holi also commemorates various events in Hindu mythology; The legend 
commemorated by the festival of Holi involves an evil king named Hiranya-
kashipu. He forbade his son Prahlad from worshipping Vishnu, but Radhu 
continued to do offer prayers to the god. Getting angry with his son, Hiran-
yakashipu challenged Prahlad to sit on a pyre with his wicked aunt Holika 
who was believed to be immune to fire. (In an alternate version, Holika put 
herself and Prahlad on the fire on orders from her brother.) 
  Prahlad accepted the challenge and prayed to Vishnu to keep him safe. When the fire started, everyone watched 
in amazement as Holika was burnt to death, while Prahlad survived without a scar to show for it. The burning of 
Holika is celebrated as Holi. According to some accounts, Holika begged Prahlad for forgiveness before her de-
mise, and he decreed that she would be remembered every year at Holi. 
  An alternative account of the basis of the holiday is associated with a legend involving Lord Shiva, one of the ma-
jor Hindu gods. Shiva is known for his meditative nature and his many hours spent in solitude and deep medita-
tion. Madana, the God of love, decided to test his resolve and appeared to Shiva in the form of a beautiful nymph. 
But Shiva recognized Madana and became very angry. In a fit of rage he shot fire out of his third eye and reduced 
her to ashes. This is sometimes given as the basis of Holi's bonfire. 
  The festival of Holi is also associated with the enduring love between Lord Krishna (an incarnation of Vishnu) and 
Radha, and Krishna in general. According to legend, the young Krishna complained to his mother Yashoda about 
why Radha was so fair and he so dark. Yashoda advised him to apply color on Radha's face and see how her com-
plexion would change. Because of this associated with Krishna, Holi is extended over a longer period in Vrindavan 
and Mathura, two cities with which Krishna is closely affiliated. 
Krishna's followers everywhere find special meaning in the joyous festival, as general frivolity is considered to be in 
imitation of Krishna's play with the gopis (wives and daughters of cowherds). 
  Holi is spread out over two days.  The entire holiday is associated with a loosening of social restrictions normally 
associated with caste, sex, status and age. Holi thus bridges social gaps and brings people together: employees 
and employers, men and women, rich and poor, young and old. Holi is also characterized by the loosening of social 
norms governing polite behavior and the resulting general atmosphere of licentious merrymaking and ribald lan-
guage and behavior. A common saying heard during Holi is bura na mano, Holi hai ("don't feel offended, it's Holi"). 
On the evening of the first day of Holi, a public bonfire is held, commemorating the burning of Holika. Traditional-
ly, Hindu boys spend the weeks prior to Holi combing the neighborhood for any waste wood they can find for the 
bonfire. The fire is lit sometime between 10 PM and midnight (at the rising of the moon), not generally in an order-
ly fashion. Everyone gathers in the street for the event, and the air rings with shouts, catcalls, curses and general 
mayhem. . 
  In Bengal, Holi features the Dolayatra (Swing Festival), in which images of the gods are placed on specially deco-
rated platforms and devotees take turns swinging them. In the meantime, women dance around and sing special 
songs as men spray colored water at them. 
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March 23    The Lord’s Evening Meal      Jehovah’s Witness       Jehovah's Witnesses commemorate Christ's death as 
a ransom or "propitiatory sacrifice" by observing the Lord's Evening Meal, or Memorial. They celebrate it once per 
year, noting that it was instituted on the Passover, an annual festival. They observe it on Nisan 14 according to the 
ancient Jewish luni-solar calendar. Jehovah's Witnesses are taught that this is the only celebration the Bible com-
mands Christians to observe. 
  Of those who attend the Memorial, a small minority worldwide partake of the unleavened bread and wine. This is 
because Jehovah's Witnesses believe that the majority of the faithful have an earthly hope. Only those who              
believe they have a heavenly hope, the "remnant" (those still living) of the 144,000 "anointed", partake of the bread 
and wine. 
  The Memorial, held after sunset, includes a talk on the meaning of the celebration and the circulation among the 
audience of unadulterated red wine and unleavened bread. Jehovah's Witnesses believe the bread symbolizes            
Jesus Christ's body which he gave on behalf of mankind, and that the wine symbolizes his blood which redeems from 
sin. They do not believe in transubstantiation or consubstantiation. Because many congregations have no                   
members who claim to be anointed, it is common for no one to partake of the bread and wine. 
 
March 24      Hola Mohalla      Sikh      Hola Mahalla begins on the first day of the lunar month of Chet in the Na-
nakshahi calendar and follows the Hindu festival of colors, Holi. 
  Guru Gobind Singh started this festival as a day for Sikhs to practice their military exercises and hold mock battles. 
Today, Sikhs celebrate by watching and partaking in martial arts parades, led by the nishan sahibs of the Gurdwaras. 
These are followed by poetry readings and music. 
 
March 24      Maundy Thursday      Christian      Maundy Thursday is observed during Holy Week on the Thursday be-
fore Easter. Also referred to as "Holy Thursday" or "Great Thursday" in some Christian denominations, Maundy 
Thursday commemorates the Last Supper when Jesus shared the Passover meal with his disciples on the night be-
fore he was crucified. In contrast to joyful Easter celebrations when Christians worship their resurrected Savior, 
Maundy Thursday services are typically more solemn occasions, marked by the shadow of Jesus' betrayal. 
  While different denominations observe Maundy Thursday  in 
their own distinct ways, two important biblical events are the 
primary focus of Maundy Thursday solemnizations: 
Before the Passover meal, Jesus washed the feet of his              
disciples. By performing this lowly act of service, the Bible says 
in John 13:1 that Jesus "showed them the full extent of his love." 
By his example, Jesus demonstrated how Christians are to love 
one another through humble service. For this reason, many 
churches practice foot-washing ceremonies as a part of their 
Maundy Thursday services. 
During the Passover meal, Jesus took bread and wine and asked 
his Father to bless it. 
He broke the bread into pieces, giving it to his disciples and 
said, "This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me." Then he took the cup of wine, shared it with his disciples and said, "This wine is the token of God's new cove-
nant to save you--an agreement sealed with the blood I will pour out for you." These events recorded in Luke 22:19-
20 describe the Last Supper and form the biblical basis for the practice of Communion. 
For this reason, many churches hold special Communion services as a part of their Maundy Thursday celebrations. 
Likewise, many congregations observe a traditional Passover Seder meal. 
What Does "Maundy" Mean?  Derived from the Latin word mandatum, meaning "commandment," Maundy refers to 
the commands Jesus gave his disciples at the Last Supper: to love with humility by serving one another and to                   
remember his sacrifice. 
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March 24      Purim      Jewish      Purim, or the Feast of Lots, is a joyous holiday that recounts the saving of the Jews 
from a threatened massacre during the Persian period (539-330 BCE). The story of Purim is recounted in the Book of 
Esther, whose eponymous heroine plays the leading role in saving her people. The holiday is traditionally celebrated 
with wild abandon and with the giving of gifts to friends and the poor. 
History 
  While the origins of Purim appear clear from the Book of Esther, historians have looked in vain for any sort of extra-
biblical corroboration of the events of the story. Be that as it may, it is a tale that purports to take place during a time 
when many Jews were living in Persia. A young Jewish woman, Esther, rises to be Queen of Persia under the tutelage 
of her guardian Mordecai. All, however, is not right. The Jews have enemies, and a certain Haman, the grand vizier, 
plots the Jews’ destruction. Even though Esther has hidden her Jewish identity from all, Mordecai prevails on her to 
risk her life by revealing her true identity to the king. She does this and denounces the evil Haman’s plot. At the end of 
the story, the Jews are able to turn the tables on their enemies, who are then punished in place of the intended               
victims. This story is one of the most beloved in the Jewish community, because of the hope that it gives a minority 
living in an oftentimes hostile majority culture. 
  In distinction to various other holidays, such as Pesach (Passover), Purim is the quintessential community holiday. 
Nonetheless, there are a number of activities that are centered in the home. One of the favorite activities in prepara-
tion for the holiday is the baking of hamantaschen, the triangular filled pastries that are the traditional food at Purim 
time. In addition, following the commandment to give gifts to friends and the poor, the preparation of so-called 
mishloah manot baskets is a fun activity to engage in, as is their distribution on the holiday. The centerpiece of Purim’s 
home celebration is the seudah, a festive meal. 

  Purim is a community holiday of joyful celebration. The centerpiece of the commu-
nal celebration is the reading of the Scroll of Esther, the Megillah, in the synagogue. 
This is a raucous affair, with whoops, hollers, and noise being made every time that 
Haman’s name is mentioned, so no one can hear the name of this horrible evildoer. 
Another tradition is the Purim shpiel, the Purim play, during which fun is poked at 
community leaders and members. Purim has often been called the Jewish carnival, 
and dressing in costume and taking part in a Purim carnival heighten the levity of 
the Purim quiz day, on which one is encouraged to engage in activities that at other 
times of the year would be somewhat more restricted in scope, such as drinking. 
  The overriding theme of Purim is the saving of the Jews from a mortal threat. Even 
though God is not mentioned at all in the Book of Esther, from a Jewish perspective, 

God is the one who is pulling the strings of redemption behind the scenes. The holiday of Purim has become one of 
the best-loved holidays of the Jewish year. The reasons for this are easy to see. It is a joyous holiday on which every-
one just lets go. Most significant, however, is the paradigmatic nature of the story of Purim. It is not difficult to see 
how a story in which a small and threatened Jewish community in exile is able to triumph over its foes would prove to 
be a powerful image for a Diaspora community faced over the centuries with threats from many different sources. The 
story of Purim, however, holds out the hope that no matter how bad the circumstances, things will turn out well in the 
end. 
 
March 25    Good Friday      Christian      Good Friday is the day when Christians commemorate the crucifixion and 
death of Jesus Christ. The Easter date depends on the ecclesiastical approximation of the March equinox. 
This is an important event in Christianity, as it represents the sacrifices and suffering in Jesus' life. The crucifixion was 
the culmination of a number of events in Holy Week, including: the triumphal return of Jesus to Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday; the washing of the disciples' feet by Jesus; and the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday.  (continued)  



Page 10 

Some Christians may attend special church services or prayer vigils. Good Friday is a day of mourning and quiet prayer 
for many Christians. The candles are often extinguished and statues, paintings and crosses may be draped in black, 
purple or gray cloth. Some Catholics treat Good Friday as a day of fasting, while others observe a partial fast involving 
the exclusion of meat. 
  Some homes keep a quiet atmosphere, with little or no outside activities and limited television, radio, and computer 
use, in observing Good Friday. Others choose to play music such as JS Bach's St. Matthew's Passion. Some people 
bake hot cross buns, a traditional Good Friday sweet. 
 
March 27      Easter      Christian      Easter is the holiday that celebrates and commemorates the central event of the 
Christian faith: the resurrection of Jesus Christ three days after his death by crucifixion. All major branches of Christi-
anity observe the holiday. Easter occurs the Sunday after Good Friday. 
  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the centerpiece of the Christian faith, according to the Apostle Paul, who even says 
that if Jesus Christ has not been resurrected then the Christian faith is worthless and 
futile (1 Cor. 15:14-17). Therefore, without Easter there is no Christianity. 
  Easter is the oldest Christian holiday and the most important day of the church year. 
All the Christian movable feasts and the entire liturgical year of worship are arranged 
around Easter. Easter is preceded by the season of Lent, a 40-day period of fasting and 
repentance culminating in Holy Week, and followed by a 50-day Easter Season that 
stretches from Easter to Pentecost. 
  Common elements found in most Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestant 
religious Easter celebrations include baptism, the Eucharist, feasting, and greetings of 
"Christ is risen!" and "He is risen indeed!" 
 
March 28      Khordad Sal/ Birth of Zoroaster      Zoroastrian      Khordad Sal is celebrated as the birthday of Zoroas-
ter. This is known as the 'Greater Nowruz' and happens six days after Nowruz. 
The chosen date is symbolic since the actual date of the Prophet's birth cannot be identified accurately. 
This festival is considered one of the most important in the Zoroastrian calendar. Zoroastrians gather in Fire temples 
for prayers and then celebrate with feasting. 
 
March 30      Mahavir Jayanti      Jain      Mahavir Jayanti, also known as Mahavir Janma Kalyanak, is the most im-
portant religious holiday for Jains. It celebrates the birth of Mahavira, twenty fourth and the last Tirthankara of the 
present time cycle. 
  The idol of Mahavira is carried out on a chariot, in a procession called rath yatra.[8] On the way bhajans (religious 

rhymes) are recited.[9] Local statues of Mahavira are given a ceremonial bath called the 
abhisheka. During the day, most members of the Jain community engage in some sort of 
charitable act. Many devotees visit temples dedicated to Mahavira to meditate and offer 
prayers. Lectures by monks and nuns are held in temples to preach the path of virtue as de-
fined by Jainism. Donations are collected in order to promote charitable missions like sav-
ing cows from slaughter or helping to feed poor people. Ancient Jain temples across India 
typically see an extremely high volume of practitioners come to pay their respects and join 
in the celebrations.    Photo: festivalsofindia.com 
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