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Holy Days With No Fixed Date

Kwakiutl Winter Ceremony    In traditional Kwakiutl belief, everything had a supernatural 
aspect that commanded respect from people in the form of individual daily prayer and 
thanks. Guardian spirits, which provided luck and certain skills, might be obtained through 
prayer or fasting. Associated with each spirit was a secret ceremonial society, such as
Cannibal, Grizzly Bear, and Warrior, as well as specific dances and ceremonies.

Shamans formed an alliance with a supernatural helper and were initiated into their craft 
by other shamans. The Kwakiutl recognized several degrees of shamanic power, the 
highest being the ability to cure and cause disease; these most powerful people were 
usually attached to chiefs. Shamans used songs, rattles, and purification rings (hemlock 
or cedar) in public curing ceremonies. Witches could harm or otherwise control people 
without recourse to supernatural power, although knowledge similar to theirs was available
to guard against such practices.

The winter ceremonials were based on complex mythological themes and involved
representations of supernatural beings and stories of ancestral contact with them. 
Principal winter ceremonies, including the Cedar Bark Dance and the Weasel Dance, 
involved feasting, potlatching, entertainment, and theater. Winter was considered a sacred 
season because the supernaturals were said to be present at that time. People attempted 
to be on better behavior and even took on sacred names.

Kwakiutl was originally the name of a local group and may mean “beach on the other side 
of the water.” Once roughly 30 autonomous tribes or groups, the Kwakiutl did not think of 
themselves as a people until about 1900. They are sometimes referred to as
Kwakwaka’wakw (Kwakiutl-speaking people) or Kwakwala (Kwakiutl language).

Many Kwakiutls continue to live in or near their aboriginal territory, which is located around
the Queen Charlotte Strait on the central coast of British Columbia.
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Holy Days With Fixed Date

February 2      Candlemas/Presentation of Christ      Christian      Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, 40 days after the 
birth of her son Jesus. This day also marks the ritual presentation of the baby Jesus to God in the Temple at Jerusalem.   
 The Gospel of Luke says that Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon. Simeon held the baby Jesus and called him a Light to the World.
 Ritual purification stems back to a Jewish tradition that women were considered unclean after the birth of a child. For 40 days for a boy, 
and 60 days for a girl, women weren’t allowed to worship in the temple. At the end of this time, women were brought to the Temple or 
Synagogue to be purified. After the ceremony women were allowed to take part in religious services again.
 The festival is called Candlemas because this was the day that all the Church’s candles for the year were blessed.  On Candlemas night, 
many people place lighted candles in their windows at home.

 Like some other Christian festivals, Candlemas draws some of its elements from Paganism. In pre-Christian times, it was the festival of 
light. This ancient festival marked the mid point of winter, half way between the winter solstice (shortest day) and the spring equinox. Some 
people lit candles to scare away evil spirits on the dark winter nights.

People believed that Candlemas predicted the weather for the rest of the winter.

If Candlemas Day be fair and bright
Winter will have another fight.

If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain,
Winter won’t come again.

Traditional

February 2      Imbolc      Wicca/Pagan      Imbolc, in the Celtic seasonal calendar marks the beginning of the lambing season and signals the  
     beginning of Spring and the stirrings of new life. It is Feile Brighde, the ‘quickening of the year’.  
     The original word Imbolg means ‘in the belly’. All is pregnant and expectant - and only just visible  
                     if at all, like the gentle curve of a ‘just-showing’ pregnancy. It is the promise of renewal, of hidden  
                     potential, of earth awakening and life-force stirring. Here is hope, the welcoming of the 
      growth of the returning light and a witness to Life’ s insatiable appetite for rebirth. 
      It is time to let go of the past and to look to the future, clearing out the old, making both  
     outer and inner space for new beginnings. This can be done in numerous ways, from spring   
     cleaning your home to clearing the mind and heart to allow inspiration to enter for the new cycle.  
     It’s a good time for wish-making or making a dedication.
      Imbolc is traditionally the great festival and honouring of Brigid (Brighid, Bride, Brigit),  
     so loved as a pagan Goddess that her worship was woven into the Christian church as St Bridget.  
     She is a Goddess of healing, poetry and smithcraft. She is a Goddess of Fire, of the Sun and of the  
     Hearth. She brings fertility to the land and its people and is closely connected to midwives and  
     new-born babies. She is the Triple Goddess, but at Imbolc she is in her Maiden aspect.



February 3      St. Blaise Day      Christian/Catholic      c. 300CE.  According to tradition, Blaise was of noble birth and, after 
being educated in the Christian faith, was made bishop of Sebastia. Although Christianity had been adopted about 300 as the state 
religion in Armenia, the Roman emperor Licinius began a persecution of the Christians, and Blaise was discovered and 
apprehended. While imprisoned he miraculously cured a boy from fatally choking. After being torn with wool combers’ irons, 
Blaise was beheaded.
 Subsequent legends, notably the apocryphal Acts of St. Blaise, claim that before Blaise was made bishop he was a
physician possessed of wonderful healing power. Numerous miracles were also attributed to him, including the cure of diseased 
beasts during his refuge, thus accounting for his also being the patron saint of wild animals. He was venerated as the patron 
of sufferers from throat diseases in the East by the 6th century and in the West by the 9th century. Blaise’s cult spread throughout 
Christendom from the 8th century. In Germany he was counted among the Fourteen Holy Helpers. Many churches, such as that 
in Dubrovnik, Croatia (a city of which he is the patron saint), are dedicated to Saint Blaise.
 Begun in the 16th century, the Blessing of St. Blaise is a ceremony still practiced and celebrated on his feast day. 
Two candles are consecrated and crossed before the congregation; or a wick, consecrated in oil, is touched to the throats of the 
faithful. This blessing may be administered by a priest, a deacon, or a lay minister. Blaise’s emblems are wax, taper, iron combs 
(the supposed instruments of his passion), or two crossed candles; in art he is sometimes represented in a cave with animals.

February 4      Four Chaplains Sunday      Interfaith      It was the evening of Feb. 2, 1943, and the U.S.A.T. Dorchester was crowded to capacity, 
carrying 902 service men, merchant seamen and civilian workers. Once a luxury coastal liner, the 5,649-ton vessel had been converted into an 
Army transport ship. The Dorchester, one of three ships in the SG-19 convoy, was moving steadily across the icy waters from Newfoundland toward 
an American base in Greenland. SG-19 was escorted by Coast Guard Cutters Tampa, Escanaba and Comanche.
 Hans J. Danielsen, the ship’s captain, was concerned and cautious. Earlier the Tampa had detected a submarine with its sonar. Danielsen 
knew he was in dangerous waters even before he got the alarming information. German U-boats were constantly prowling these vital sea lanes, 
and several ships had already been blasted and sunk. The Dorchester was now only 150 miles from its destination, but the captain ordered the men 
to sleep in their clothing and keep life jackets on. Many soldiers sleeping deep in the ship’s hold disregarded the order because of the engine’s heat. 
Others ignored it because the life jackets were uncomfortable.
 On Feb. 3, at 12:55 a.m., a periscope broke the chilly Atlantic waters. Through the cross hairs, an officer aboard the German submarine 
U-223 spotted the Dorchester. The U-223 approached the convoy on the surface, and after identifying and targeting the ship, he gave orders to fire 
the torpedoes, a fan of three were fired. The one that hit was decisive–and deadly–striking the starboard side, amid ship, far below the water line.
Captain Danielsen, alerted that the Dorchester was taking water rapidly and sinking, gave the order to abandon ship. In less than 20 minutes, the 
Dorchester would slip beneath the Atlantic’s icy waters.
 Tragically, the hit had knocked out power and radio contact with the three escort ships. The CGC Comanche, however, saw the flash of 
the explosion. It responded and then rescued 97 survivors. The CGC Escanaba circled the Dorchester, rescuing an additional 132 survivors. The 
third cutter, CGC Tampa, continued on, escorting the remaining two ships.
 Aboard the Dorchester, panic and chaos had set in. The blast had killed scores of men, and many more were seriously wounded. Others, 
stunned by the explosion were groping in the darkness. Those sleeping without clothing rushed topside where they were confronted first by a blast 
of icy Arctic air and then by the knowledge that death awaited.
 Men jumped from the ship into lifeboats, over-crowding them to the point of capsizing, according to eyewitnesses. Other rafts, tossed 
into the Atlantic, drifted away before soldiers could get in them.
 Through the pandemonium, according to those present, four Army chaplains brought hope in despair and light in darkness. Those 
chaplains were Lt. George L. Fox, Methodist; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P. Washington, Roman Catholic; and Lt. Clark V. Poling, Dutch 
Reformed. Quickly and quietly, the four chaplains spread out among the soldiers. There they tried to calm the frightened, tend the wounded and 
guide the disoriented toward safety.
 “Witnesses of that terrible night remember hearing the four men offer prayers for the dying and encouragement for those who would 
live,” says Wyatt R. Fox, son of Reverend Fox.. One witness, Private William B. Bednar, found himself floating in oil-smeared water surrounded by 
dead bodies and debris. “I could hear men crying, pleading, praying,” Bednar recalls. “I could also hear the chaplains preaching courage. Their voic-
es were the only thing that kept me going.”Another sailor, Petty Officer John J. Mahoney, tried to reenter his cabin but Rabbi Goode stopped him. 
Mahoney, concerned about the cold Arctic air, explained he had forgotten his gloves.  (continued)



“Never mind,” Goode responded. “I have two pairs.” The rabbi then gave the petty officer his own gloves. In retrospect, Mahoney realized that Rabbi 
Goode was not conveniently carrying two pairs of gloves, and that the rabbi had decided not to leave the Dorchester.
 By this time, most of the men were topside, and the chaplains opened a storage locker and began distributing life jackets. It was then that 
Engineer Grady Clark witnessed an astonishing sight.  When there were no more life jackets in the storage room, the chaplains removed theirs and 
gave them to four frightened young men. “It was the finest thing I have seen or hope to see this side of heaven,” said John Ladd, another survivor 
who saw the chaplains’ selfless act. Ladd’s response is understandable. The altruistic action of the four chaplains  constitutes one of the purest 
spiritual and ethical acts a person can make. When giving their life jackets, Rabbi Goode did not call out for a Jew; Father Washington did not call 
out for a Catholic; nor did the Reverends Fox and Poling call out for a Protestant. They simply gave their life jackets to the next man in line.
 As the ship went down, survivors in nearby rafts could see the four chaplains–arms linked and braced against the slanting deck. Their 
voices could also be heard offering prayers.
 Of the 902 men aboard the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, 672 died, leaving 230 survivors. When the news reached American shores, the nation was 
stunned by the magnitude of the tragedy and heroic conduct of the four chaplains.
 “Valor is a gift,” Carl Sandburg once said. “Those having it never know for sure whether they have it until the test comes.”
That night Reverend Fox, Rabbi Goode, Reverend Poling and Father Washington passed life’s ultimate test. In doing so, they became an enduring 
example of extraordinary faith, courage and selflessness.
 The Distinguished Service Cross and Purple Heart were awarded posthumously December 19, 1944, to the next of kin by Lt. Gen. Brehon 
B. Somervell, Commanding General of the Army Service Forces, in a ceremony at the post chapel at Fort Myer, VA. A one-time only posthumous 
Special Medal for Heroism was authorized by Congress and awarded by the President Eisenhower on January 18, 1961. Congress attempted to 
confer the Medal of Honor but was blocked by the stringent requirements that required heroism performed under fire. The special medal was 
intended to have the same weight and importance as the Medal of Honor.

February 8      Nirvana Day     Buddhist      Nirvana Day is an annual Buddhist festival that remembers the death of the Buddha when he reached 
Nirvana at the age of 80. It is also known as Parinirvana Day. It is celebrated by some Buddhists on February 15th.
 Nirvana is believed to be the end of the cycle of death and rebirth. Buddhism teaches that Nirvana is reached when all want and 
suffering is gone. Buddhists may celebrate Nirvana Day by meditating or by going to Buddhist temples or monasteries. As with other Buddhist 
festivals, celebrations vary throughout the world. In monasteries Nirvana Day is treated as a social occasion. Food is prepared and some people 
bring presents such as money, household goods or clothes.
 On Nirvana Day, Buddhists think about their lives and how they can work towards gaining the perfect peace of Nirvana. They remember 
friends or relations who have recently died and reflect on the fact that death is a part of life for everyone.
 The idea that nothing stays the same is central to Buddhism. Buddhists believe that loss and change are things to be accepted rather than 
causes of sadness.



February 11      Cheesefare Sunday      Orthodox Christian      The Sunday of Forgiveness is also known as Cheesefare Sunday. This is the last 
day that dairy products can be eaten before the Lenten fast. The full fast begins the following day on Clean Monday, the first day of Great Lent. 
On the evening of the Sunday of Forgiveness the Church conducts the first service of Great Lent, the Vespers of Forgiveness, a service that directs 
us further on the path of repentance and helps us to acknowledge our need for forgiveness from God and to seek forgiveness from our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. This is the first time that the Lenten prayer of St. Ephraim accompanied by prostrations is read. At the end of the service all the 
faithful approach the priest and one another asking for mutual forgiveness.
 Orthodox Christians are encouraged to enter Great Lent in repentance and confession by attending these services, coming for the 
Sacrament of Confession, and dedicating themselves to worship, prayer, and fasting throughout the Lenten period.
Read more at: https://www.goarch.org/-/the-fourth-sunday-of-the-triodion-period-sunday-of-forgiveness-cheesefare-sunday-

February 11      Transfiguration Sunday      Christian      Feast of the Transfiguration is 
the Christian commemoration of the occasion upon which Jesus Christ took three of his
disciples, Peter, James, and John, up on a mountain, where Moses and Elijah appeared 
and Jesus was transfigured, his face and clothes becoming white and shining as light
(Mark 9:2–13; Matthew 17:1–13; Luke 9:28–36). The festival celebrates the revelation of
the eternal glory of the Second Person of the Trinity, which was normally veiled during 
Christ’s life on earth. According to tradition, the event took place on Mt. Tabor.
 It is not known when the festival was first celebrated, but it was kept in Jerusalem
as early as the 7th century and in most parts of the Byzantine Empire by the 9th century. 
It was gradually introduced into the Western Church, and its observance was fixed as
August 6 by Pope Callistus III in 1457, as a thank offering for the victory over the Turks 
at Belgrade on Aug. 6, 1456.
 In the Orthodox Church it has always been a major festival. In some churches it is celebrated on other dates. The Syrians and Armenians 
keep it on the seventh Sunday after Pentecost and some Lutherans on the last Sunday after Epiphany.  Photo: Israel from top of Mr. Tabor

February 12      Clean Monday      Orthodox Christian      Clean Monday, also known as Pure Monday, or (in Cyprus only) Green Monday, is the 
first day of the Orthodox Christian Great Lent. It is a movable feast that occurs at the beginning of the 7th week before Pascha.  The common term 
for this day, “Clean Monday”, refers to the leaving behind of sinful attitudes and non-fasting foods.
 Liturgically, Clean Monday—and thus Great Lent itself—begins on the preceding (Sunday) night,[1] at a special service called Forgiveness 
Vespers, which culminates with the Ceremony of Mutual Forgiveness, at which all present will bow down before one another and ask forgiveness. 
In this way, the faithful begin Great Lent with a clean conscience, with forgiveness, and with renewed Christian love. The entire first week of Great 
Lent is often referred to as “Clean Week,” and it is customary to go to Confession during this week, and to clean the house thoroughly (or to have it 
clean before the beginning of the Fast).
 The theme of Clean Monday is set by the Old Testament reading appointed to be read at the Sixth Hour on this day (Isaiah 1:1-20), which 
says in part:
 Wash yourselves and ye shall be clean; put away the wicked ways from your souls before Mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well.  
 Seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, consider the fatherless, and plead for the widow. Come then, and let us reason together, saith the  
 Lord: Though your sins be as scarlet, I will make them white as snow; and though they be red like crimson, I will make them white as  
 wool (v. 16-18).
 Clean Monday is a public holiday in Greece and Cyprus, where it is celebrated with outdoor excursions, the consumption of shellfish and 
other fasting food[2], a special kind of azyme (unleavened) bread, baked only on that day, named “lagana” and the widespread custom of flying 
kites. Eating meat, eggs and dairy products is traditionally forbidden to Christians throughout Lent, with fish being eaten only on major feast days, 
but shellfish is permitted. This has created the tradition of eating elaborate dishes based on seafood (shellfish, molluscs, fish roe etc). 
Traditionally, it is considered to mark the beginning of the spring season, as evidenced by the sticheron fro the Lenten Triodion, “The Lenten Spring 
has come...”.
 The happy, springtime atmosphere of Clean Monday may seem at odds with the Lenten spirit of repentance and self-control, but this 
seeming contradiction is a marked aspect of the Orthodox approach to fasting, in accordance with the Gospel lesson (Matthew 6:14-21) read on 
the morning before, which admonishes: When ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may 
appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face, that thou 
appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret... (v. 16-18).



February 13      Shrove Tuesday      Christian      The name Shrove Tuesday is derived from the Christian custom of confessing sins and being 
absolved just before Lent. Shrove Tuesday was traditionally a time to use up all the milk, butter and eggs left in the kitchen. These ingredients were 
often used to make pancakes, which is why the English call it Pancake Day.
 In early England, people were supposed to go to their confessors the week prior to Lent and confess their sins. Carnival Tuesday’s origins 
may be traced back to a time when restrictions regarding food and entertainment were made during the 40 days of Lent, which commemorates the 
Passion of Jesus Christ. It was common for people to host large festivities as the last possible opportunity before fasting.
 Shrove Tuesday is observed in many ways worldwide. It is known as Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, in countries such as France and the United 
States. No matter what its name is, the day before Ash Wednesday has long been a time for eating and merry making. The world’s longest Carnival 
celebration is in Brazil but many regions have popular events on the day. The Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans is typical of the masquerades and 
dancing in the streets that take place in many countries on this day as people prepare for the long Lenten fast.

February 14      Ash Wednesday      Christian      Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent for Western Christian churches. It’s a day of penitence to 
clean the soul before the Lent fast. Roman Catholic, Anglican, and some other churches hold special services at which worshippers are marked with 
ashes as a symbol of death and sorrow for sin.
 The service draws on the ancient Biblical traditions of covering one’s head with ashes, wearing sackcloth, and fasting.  In Ash Wednesday 
services churchgoers are marked on the forehead with a cross of ashes as a sign of penitence and mortality.
 The minister or priest marks each worshipper on the forehead, and says remember you are dust and unto dust you shall return, or a similar 
phrase based on God’s sentence on Adam in Genesis 3:19.
 At some churches the worshippers leave with the mark still on their forehead so that 
they carry the sign of the cross out into the world.  At other churches the service ends with the
 ashes being washed off as a sign that the participants have been cleansed of their sins.
 The marking of their forehead with a cross made of ashes reminds each churchgoer that:
  Death comes to everyone, they should be sad for their sins, they must change
  themselves for the better, God made the first human being by breathing life 
  into dust, and without God, human beings are nothing more than dust 
  and ashes.
The shape of the mark and the words used are symbolic in other ways:
  The cross is a reminder of the mark of the cross made at baptism, the 
  phrase often used when the ashes are administered reminds Christians of the doctrine of original sin, the cross of ashes may  
  symbolize the way Christ’s sacrifice on the cross as atonement for sin replaces the Old Testament tradition of making burnt 
  offerings to atone for sin.
 The ashes used on Ash Wednesday are made by burning the palm crosses that were blessed on the previous year’s Palm Sunday.
Photo: from International Business Times

February 14      Maha Shivaratri      Hindu     An important Hindu festival, Maha Shivaratri means “great night of Shiva,” and is celebrated the 13th 
night and 14th day of the new moon during the dark half of the month of Phalguna—this falls within either February or March. This solemn holiday 
venerates Lord Shiva, one of the most important deities in Hindu culture.
 In Hinduism, Shiva is the third god in the Hindu triumvirate who are responsible for creation, the other two of which are Brahma and 
Vishnu. Brahma is the creator, while Vishnu is the preserver of the world. Shiva’s purpose is to destroy creation so that it can be recreated.
(continued)



       It all begins on a moonless night, when Hindus offer up prayers to Shiva, the  
      lord of destruction. This is the night when Shiva is said to have performed the Tandava  
      Nritya—the divine dance that is the source of the cycle of creation, preservation, and  
      destruction. Celebrating devotees remain awake all through the night of the 13th, visiting  
      their local Shiva temple or embarking on a pilgrimage to Jyotirlingams—objects
      zrepresenting Shiva, of which there are 12 in India and 5 in Maharashtra.
       For the remainder of the night, adherents remain awake, visiting one of the Shiva  
      temples and going on pilgrimages to Jyotirlingams—a handful of devotional places repre 
      senting Shiva. Throughout the next day, these devotees fast, and chant the sacred Pan 
      chakshara mantra, “Om Namah Shivaya,” which translates to “salutations to Shiva,” and toss  
      offerings of grain into the fire.
 On the day of Shivaratri, a platform with three levels is built around a fire, with the top level representing heaven, the middle representing 
peace, and the bottom representing earth.
 Eleven urns are kept on the heaven plank, which symbolize the 11 manifestations of the destructive form of Shiva. These urns are 
decorated with leaves and mango placed atop a coconut, which represents the head of Shiva.
 One of the most solemn and important rituals of the day is the bathing of the lingam—the symbol of Shiva. This symbol resembles male 
genitalia, and has female genitalia at the base, representing the union of both organs. Adherents worship the lingam through the night, bathing 
it every few hours in the offerings of the cow—milk, sour milk, butter, dung, and urine. The five foods of immortality are also placed before the 
lingam—these are clarified butter, milk, curd, honey, and sugar.
 There is a reason why Shiva is worshiped in this particular form. The gods Brahma, the creator, and Vishnu, the preserver, were in conflict 
concerning who was supreme, each declaring their superiority.
 But as they argued, an enormous lingam appeared before them, covered in flames. Both gods were struck by its seemingly infinite size, 
and left their quarrel, endeavoring to measure it. Vishnu took the form of a boar, traveling downward to the netherworld. Meanwhile, Brahma 
became a swan, and flew upward to measure the lingam. Both, however, failed in their task.
 Upon their failure, Shiva appeared out of the lingam and proclaimed that he was the creator of them both, and should, thereafter, be 
worshiped in phallic form rather than in bodily form.
 Shivratri is also especially important for women, as married women use this day to pray for their sons and husbands. Unmarried women 
pray that they might receive a husband who is as like Shiva as possible.

February 15      Nirvana Day      Jain  (see above)

February 18      Orthodox Sunday      Orthodox Christian      The Sunday of Orthodoxy is the first Sunday of Great Lent. The dominant theme 
of this Sunday since 843 has been that of the victory of the icons. In that year the iconoclastic controversy, which had raged on and off since 726, 
was finally laid to rest, and icons and their veneration were restored on the first Sunday in Lent. Ever since, this Sunday has been commemorated as 
the “Triumph of Orthodoxy.”
 The Seventh Ecumenical Council dealt predominantly with the controversy regarding icons and their place in Orthodox worship. It was 
convened in Nicaea in 787 by Empress Irene at the request of Tarasios, Patriarch of Constantinople. The Council was attended by 367 bishops.
 Almost a century before this, the iconoclastic controversy had once more shaken the foundations of both Church and State in the 
Byzantine empire. Excessive religious respect and the ascribed miracles to icons by some members of society, approached the point of worship 
(due only to God) and idolatry. This instigated excesses at the other extreme by which icons were completely taken out of the liturgical life of the 
Church by the Iconoclasts. The Iconophiles, on the other-hand, believed that icons served to preserve the doctrinal teachings of the Church; they 
considered icons to be man’s dynamic way of expressing the divine through art and beauty.
 The Council decided on a doctrine by which icons should be venerated but not worshipped. In answering the Empress’ invitation to the 
Council, Pope Hadrian replied with a letter in which he also held the position of extending veneration to icons but not worship, the last befitting 
only God.
(continued)



Chaplaincy Staff:
Rev. Kathleen Ennis-Durstine, room 4201, x.3321
Margarita Roque, habla Espanol,, room 4115, x 2626
Rev. Eliezer Oliveira, habla Espanol, room 4115, x 5050
Rev. Matthew Schlageter, room 4115, x 6736
Rev. Lavender Kelley, room 4115, x 4638

Catholic Mass is held Thursday at noon and Saturday 
at 4 pm in the Main Chapel, third floor Main, room 
3201

Jummah Prayer is held Friday at 12:15 pm in the Main 
Chapel, third floor Main, room 3201

The decree of the Council for restoring icons to churches added an important clause which still stands at the foundation of the rationale for using 
and venerating icons in the Orthodox Church to this very day: “We define that the holy icons, whether in color, mosaic, or some other material, 
should be exhibited in the holy churches of God, on the sacred vessels and liturgical vestments, on the walls, furnishings, and in houses and along 
the roads, namely the icons of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, that of our Lady the Theotokos, those of the venerable angels and those of 
all saintly people. Whenever these representations are contemplated, they will cause those who look at them to commemorate and love their pro-
totype. We define also that they should be kissed and that they are an object of veneration and honor (timitiki proskynisis), but not of real worship 
(latreia), which is reserved for Him Who is the subject of our faith and is proper for the divine nature. The veneration accorded to an icon is in effect 
transmitted to the prototype; he who venerates the icon, venerated in it the reality for which it stands”.
 An Endemousa (Regional) Synod was called in Constantinople in 843. Under Empress Theodora. The veneration of icons was solemnly 
proclaimed at the Hagia Sophia Cathedral. The Empress, her son Michael III, Patriarch Methodios, and monks and clergy came in procession and 
restored the icons in their rightful place. The day was called “Triumph of Orthodoxy.” Since that time, this event is commemorated yearly with a 
special service on the first Sunday of Lent, the “Sunday of Orthodoxy”.
 Orthodox teaching about icons, as defined at the Seventh Ecumenical Council of 787, is embodied in the texts sung on this Sunday.

February 26 - March 1      Baha’i Intercalary Days      Baha’i      This week, Baha’is around the world will celebrate four days of festivities, gifts, 
parties, service projects and charitable humanitarian work during the Baha’i holidays called Ayyam-i-Ha. That Persian phrase designates the Baha’i 
Intercalary Days, describing the four or five days in the annual Baha’i calendar that don’t fall into any given month. Baha’is set aside those days for 
joyous celebrations and preparation for the Baha’i fast that always follows Ayyam-i-Ha.

Resources for this newsletter:  what-when-how.com, kwaikiutlmidwinterceremony.org, bbc.co.uk, goddessandgreenman.co.uk,britannnica.com, 
fourchaplains.org, goarch.org, orthodoxwiki.org,timeanddate.com, beliefnet.com, bahaiteaching.org.  All photos are from the subscription service 
Shutterstock unless otherwise identified.


