
About Children’s National Serving the nation’s 
children since 1870, Children's National is a leading 
clinical and research institution, and is the only 
exclusive provider of pediatric care in the 
metropolitan Washington area. Children’s National 
offers services at the main hospital in the District of 
Columbia and at regional satellites throughout the DC 
area.  The Division of Pediatric Neuropsychology and 
CASD have their main offices at a regional outpatient 
center in Rockville, Maryland, and also serve children 
at the main hospital and at additional satellite 
locations in Maryland and Virginia. 
 
Children’s National is the pediatric teaching hospital 
for the George Washington University School of 
Medicine and Health Sciences. Psychologists at 
Children’s National hold academic appointments in 
the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral 
Sciences and the Department of Pediatrics at the 
medical school. 
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Description of the Positions 
Clinical Psychology and/or Clinical Neuropsychology 
students are invited to apply for an externship at the 
Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders (CASD).  The 
positions offer supervised training in evaluation, 
consultation, and treatment of toddlers, children, 
adolescents, and young adults with autism spectrum 
disorder and related conditions.  Children who come to 
our clinic present with problems including behavioral 
difficulties, and social and communication deficits 
consistent with autism spectrum disorders.  The 
children may also have comorbid psychiatric 
conditions, medical conditions, underlying neurological 
disorders, and/or other genetic disorders.   
  
A typical training week would include one clinic day 
during which the extern will be directly evaluating a 
child or adolescent and scoring completed test 
instruments. The second training day allows for 
supervision, report writing, and didactics. Externs with 
an interest in treatment would be involved in these 
services on one or both clinic days, and could 
potentially participate in shorter assessments to allow 
for more involvement in treatment services.  
 
The patient population at Children’s National is 
culturally diverse, providing trainees with the 
opportunity to work with families from a variety of 
backgrounds. Externs learn to evaluate and treat 
children with autism spectrum disorders, along with a 
range of comorbid conditions, including ADHD, 
learning disabilities, epilepsy, genetic and neurological 
conditions, anxiety, depression, OCD and other 
psychiatric comorbidities. Referral questions most 
often relate to the child’s profile of cognitive strengths 
and weaknesses, diagnostic concerns, and educational 
and therapeutic program planning. Much of our service 
includes multidisciplinary interactions, particularly with 
speech/language pathology and psychiatry. 

 
The Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders (CASD) is 
part of the Division of Neuropsychology, under the 
direction of Dr. Gerry Gioia. CASD is directed by Dr. 
Lauren Kenworthy, and includes 6 faculty 
neuropsychologists, 2 clinical psychologists, 2 child 
psychiatrists, 2 speech/language pathologists, 2 
postdoctoral fellows, as well as multiple predoctoral 
interns and externs. Our faculty and fellows are 



involved in grant-funded clinical research, and our team 
contributed numerous publications last year within 
high impact, peer-reviewed journals. Our faculty 
members are leaders in the field, serving as chair and 
committee members, grant reviewers, and panel 
experts for national and international societies, 
research consortiums, and foundations. This high level 
of expertise, combined with our location in the 
Washington DC area, uniquely positions us for 
involvement in legislative advocacy.  
 

Clinical Training Experiences 
Externs have the opportunity to be involved in a range 
of clinical and didactic experiences. This includes 
involvement in comprehensive psychological and 
neuropsychological evaluations, rapid diagnostic 
evaluations, and evidence-based treatment. Externs 
often learn to administer neuropsychological and/or 
developmental tests, including measures of 
intelligence, attention, executive function, language, 
visual processing, learning and memory, social 
cognition, fine motor abilities, adaptive skills, gold-
standard diagnostics, and emotional adjustment. 
Externs are taught to interpret test data, formulate 
diagnoses and conceptualize each patient’s unique 
pattern of strengths and weaknesses, assist with report 
writing, and participate in parent feedback conferences 
when possible. Externs also have the opportunity to 
participate in evidence-based individual, group, and 
family-based treatment of children and adolescents 
with ASD. The externship is designed for students who 
are interested in developing advanced skills in the 
assessment and treatment of children with ASD and 
related disabilities. Multi-disciplinary teams are an 
integral part of CASD services and externs regularly 
have the opportunity to interact with providers from 
other disciplines. Externs have the opportunity to 
participate in the following clinical experiences:   
 

• Rapid, multidisciplinary diagnostic evaluations 
for young children (under 5): This service 
utilizes gold standard diagnostic measures, 
along with questionnaires and clinical 
interviewing, to provide same-day diagnostic 
information and recommendations to families. 
Externs will gain exposure to the Autism 
Diagnostic Observation Schedule-2 (ADOS-2), 
as well as use of questionnaire and interview 
data to formulate diagnoses and provide 
recommendations.  

• Neuropsychological evaluation.  CASD’s 
neuropsychology program offers 
comprehensive neuropsychological and 
diagnostic evaluations for children, adolescents, 
and young adults on the autism spectrum, or 
suspected of having an autism spectrum 
disorder.  The extern may gain experience with a 
broad range of neuropsychological assessment 
tools as well as standard autism diagnostic 
measures, report writing, and providing 
feedback and consultation with families.  

• Comprehensive psychological evaluations for 
young and intellectually disabled children.  
CASD offers briefer psychological and 
diagnostic evaluations for children and 
adolescents with significant developmental 
delays who are on the autism spectrum, or 
suspected of having an autism spectrum 
disorder.  The extern may gain experience with a 
broad range of psychological and 
developmental assessment tools as well as 
standard autism diagnostic measures, report 
writing, and providing feedback and 
consultation with families.  

• Autism Diagnostics. Children and adolescents 
with highly complex profiles are seen across a 
series of visits for a comprehensive, 
multidisciplinary evaluation. Externs have the 
opportunity to work with the team leader to 
gain exposure to, and possible training in, 
autism diagnostic assessments including the 
Autism Diagnostic Interview-Revised and the 
Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule-2, as 
well as comprehensive psychiatric interviewing. 

• Outpatient psychotherapy with children and 
adolescents with autism spectrum disorders and 
their families. The extern’s typical caseload is 3-
4 weekly patients.  Common referral issues 
include OCD symptoms, executive functioning 
problems, behavioral problems, anxiety, 
depression, and family difficulties.  Treatment 
often uses CBT, PCIT, exposure therapy, 
executive function training, psychoeducation 
empowerment, and parent training techniques. 

• Group psychotherapy. Co-facilitate social skills, 
executive functioning, or transition to adult life 



groups for children and adolescents with autism 
spectrum disorders.   

• ASD and Gender Identity. Externs may also have 
the opportunity to work with children and 
adolescents with ASD who experience gender 
dysphoria or who identify as transgender 
through assisting with group psychotherapy 
and/or consultations.  

Didactics & Professional Development 
In addition to direct patient services, externs have the 
opportunity to participate in a range of didactic and 
professional development experiences. All externs 
receive weekly individual supervision with their 
designated supervisor(s). Externs are also encouraged 
to participate in weekly group assessment supervision, 
which covers a range of topics related to conducting 
assessments, including administering and scoring 
measures, writing reports, and adapting 
recommendations. CASD externs are also invited to 
participate in the weekly didactic seminar and 
multidisciplinary team case conference.  The seminar 
reviews a range of topics relevant to research and 
clinical practice in autism spectrum disorder, and 
includes presenters from a range of fields. Immediately 
following the seminar each week is a multidisciplinary 
team case conference, in which providers present and 
discuss a complex case with the CASD team in order to 
clarify diagnostic profile and make recommendations. 
Externs who are not on-site for these meetings can 
participate via teleconference.  

Although the majority of the externship focuses on 
clinical activities, there are also many opportunities to 
participate in research. Faculty at CASD are actively 
involved in research on interventions for executive 
dysfunction in ASD and ADHD, transitioning to 
adulthood, neuropsychological profiles in ASD, gender 
identity in ASD, and reducing disparities in access to 
services for ASD.  

How to Apply 
 Qualifications:  A strong interest in autism spectrum 
disorders is required.  Formal coursework in child 
development and assessment is expected.  Assessment 
and therapy experience with children is strongly 
preferred.  Excellent communication skills and the 
ability to work as part of a team are also presumed.   

 
 Applicants who are primarily interested in conducting 
neuropsychological assessments with this population 
may apply through this externship, or may also apply 
for the externship in Pediatric Neuropsychology (Center 
for Autism Spectrum Disorders placement). 
 
Time Requirement:  Sixteen hours per week. This 
externship is a 12-month commitment from July-June 
(start/finish dates may be adjusted if needed) 
  
Location:  Shady Grove Regional Outpatient Center in 
Rockville, Maryland.   
 
Materials are due February 9, 2018. The following 
application materials are required:  

□ Letter of interest (include faculty preferences 
if applicable in your letter) 

□ Curriculum Vitae 
□ Two letters of recommendation: These may be 

sent separately directly from the 
recommender. If you are mailing your 
application and wish to enclose letters of 
recommendation, please be sure they are in 
signed, sealed envelopes. 

□ Graduate transcripts (may be unofficial) 
  
To Apply:  Send a letter of interest, current CV with a 
list of relevant coursework, academic transcript (does 
not have to be official), and two letters of 
recommendation to: 
  
Angela Bollich, Ph.D. 
Co-Director of Pre-Doctoral Externship Training 
Children’s National Health System 
Division of Pediatric Neuropsychology  
15245 Shady Grove Road, Suite 350  
Rockville, Maryland  20850  
Email: ABollich@ChildrensNational.org  

 
Our Faculty 
 

Angela Bollich, PhD 
Neuropsychologist 
ASD evaluation and treatment over the 
lifespan, executive function, language 
development and interventions 
ABollich@ChildrensNational.org  

 
Yael Granader, PhD 
Neuropsychologist  
Interests: Autism Spectrum Disorders, 
Epilepsy, Tuberous Sclerosis Complex 
ygranade@ChildrensNational.org  
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Lauren Kenworthy, PhD 
Neuropsychologist; Director, CASD 
Interests: Non-social ASD phenotypes, 
genotypes, and treatment 
LKenwort@ChildrensNational.org 
 

 
 
Deborah Potvin, PhD 
Neuropsychologist 
Interests: Autism Spectrum Disorders, early 
diagnosis of ASD, preschool assessment 
DPotvin@ChildrensNational.org 

 
Cara Pugliese, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist 
Interests: Autism Spectrum Disorders, 
transition to adulthood, intervention research 
CPuglies@ChildrensNational.org 
 

 
Allison Ratto, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist; Externship Co-Director 
Interests: ASD and treatment, cultural 
differences research, Spanish language services 
ARatto@ChildrensNational.org  
 

 
John Strang, PsyD 
Neuropsychologist 
Interests: ASD evaluations, ASD intervention, 
transition to adulthood, telehealth, 
intervention research, transgender youth  
JStrang@ChildrensNational.org 

 
Multidisciplinary Team 
Haniya Raza, DO 
Child Psychiatrist 
Extern involvement: Multidisciplinary team 
assessments, treatment collaboration  
HRaza@ChildrensNational.org  
 

                            Angela Sagar, MD 
                             Child Psychiatrist 

           Extern involvement: Treatment collaboration  
                             ASagar2@ChildrensNational.org  

 
Abigail Brandt, MA, CCC-SLP 
Speech/Language Pathologist 
Extern involvement: Multidisciplinary team 
assessments, treatment collaboration  
ABrandt@ChildrensNational.org  

 
Colleen Morgan, MA, CCC-SLP 
Speech/Language Pathologist  
Extern involvement: Multidisciplinary team 
assessments, treatment collaboration  
CoMorgan@ChildrensNational.org  
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