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A quarterly newsletter for the alumni who trained in clinical and postdoctoral programs at Children’s National Health System

In addition to some thoughts from 

me, each edition will feature two very 

special columnists: Gordon Avery, 

MD, former Chairman of Pediatrics 

at the George Washington University 

School of Medicine & Health Sciences 

and author of 50 Glorious Years: 

Recollections of Children’s Hospital, 

1963 through 2013, and Jack Lowe, 

MD, long-standing President of our 

Alumni Association. 

Dr. Avery will share a brief recollection 

of significant people, places, and 

events in our history together with a 

link to the relevant chapter in his book. 

Dr. Lowe will share anecdotal alumni 

notes from his many contacts around 

the country, highlighting the careers 

and milestones of your very illustrious 

friends and colleagues.  As the 

relatively new Chairman of Pediatrics 

at George Washington and Children’s 

National, I am continually impressed 

by the incredible professionals who 

have passed through, and who have 

oftentimes remained in, this very 

special place.  Drs. Avery and Lowe will 

help to tell some of their stories. 

It has been an exciting few months 

here at Children’s National. First two 

of our academic leaders have been 

elected to a pair of the most prestigious 

positions in pediatrics nationally. 

Mark Batshaw, MD, 

Physician-in-Chief and 

Chief Academic Officer, 

was recently named 

President-Elect of the American 

Pediatric Society, the senior 

honorific society in pediatrics.  

At virtually the same time,  

Mary Ottolini, MD, Vice 

Chair for Education, was 

named President-Elect of 

the Academic Pediatric Association, 

by far the largest elected academic 

society in our field.  

They will serve concurrent three-

year terms, giving Children’s 

National strong pair of voices 

in determining how academic 

pediatrics will respond to the 

healthcare challenges facing 

children and families. We simply 

could not be better represented.

In addition, 

Children’s National 

was recently 

named for the first 

time to the 

prestigious Honor 

Roll of the top 10 children’s hospitals in 

the 2015-2016 U.S. News and World 

Report rankings. The Honor Roll is 

comprised of those hospitals that 

ranked in the top 10 in three or more 

specialties. Children’s National is the 

only hospital in the entire Maryland, 

Washington, DC, and Virginia region 

to earn this designation. Additionally, 

we ranked as one of the best 

pediatric hospitals in all 10 specialties 

for the fifth year in a row, and many 

of our specialties significantly 

improved their rankings this year, 

making this our best performance 

ever. This incredible achievement is 

a testimony to the work of all the 

professionals at Children’s National.

Children’s also reached the top ten in 

NIH research funding, reaching the 

tenth spot among all 135 children’s 

hospital’s departments of pediatrics. 

Under the continued stewardship of 

Dr. Batshaw and Mendel Tuchman, 

MD, the Children’s Research Institute 

at Children’s National has become an 

important academic force nationally. 

A link to the new CRI annual report 

can be found here. 

Finally, as evidence of its continued 

financial strength, Children’s 

National just received its third 

bond rating upgrade in four years 

from Fitch Ratings. We now have 

an A+ rating. This status positions 

us incredibly well to advance our 

broad strategic mission. All-in-all, 

you should be incredibly proud of 

your alma mater! 

This is the first of what we hope will be a quarterly newsletter for the alumni who trained 

in our clinical or postdoctoral programs at Children’s National.  –  Stephen Teach, MD, 

To read more about the 2015-2016 U.S. News and World Report rankings click here.

http://childrensnational.org/CRI-Report
http://childrensnational.org/news-and-events/childrens-newsroom/2015/usnews-world-report-childrens-national-ranked-among-top-ten-best-childrens-hospitals


Historical Note from Dr. Gordon Avery 

He also was a long-

standing Chief of 

Pediatric Surgery at 

Children’s National and 

joined the hospital on 

13th Street in 1963:  the 

same year I did.  Dr. 

Randolph was from Nashville, TN, and 

educated at Vanderbilt University but 

came to us after 10 years of training (with 

the illustrious Dr. Robert E. Gross) and 

practice at Harvard and Boston Children’s 

Hospital where he already had a faculty 

position.  At that time, Children’s National 

had no pediatric anesthesia, no intensive 

care units, and no pediatric surgeons.  

With the brilliant exceptions of Frank 

Costenbader, MD and John Parks, MD, 

two pioneers of eye surgery in children, 

operations at Children’s were done by 

adult surgeons who came in for specific 

cases but had practices elsewhere. Within 

just a few years, Jud had created a 

fulltime surgery department, a highly 

competitive pediatric surgery residency 

program, and he was doing complex 

and difficult surgery, including 

operating on newborns. His trainees are 

represented in pediatric surgery programs 

across the country and the world. Jud 

recently passed away after a number of 

years of retirement. We hold him 

gratefully in our thoughts.

Unfortunately, Dr. Randolph recently 

passed away. A link to his obituary can 

be found here. Children’s National will 

be holding its own memorial service on 

Saturday, August 22nd at 2 pm. More 

information is available from Carol 

Manning at cmanning@childrensnational.

org.

Judson G. Randolph, MD (b. July 19, 1927, d. May 17, 2015),was the first

surgeon in the Washington, DC, area to focus exclusively on the surgical needs of children.

His trainees
are represented in pediatric 

surgery programs across 
the country and the world.

Children’s Hospital on  

13th Street, built 1947

To read more about Dr. Randolph click here. 

More about the history of surgery at Children’s National can be found here.

Alumni Notes from Dr. Jack Lowe 

Mark Weisman, MD, is the first holder of a newly-endowed 

chair, Professor of Community Pediatrics. The Diane and 

Norman Bernstein Professorship is the first endowed chair 

at Children’s National in the Diana L. and Steven A. 

Goldberg Center for Community Pediatric Health. Dr. 

Weissman was in the group of residents who moved from 

the old to new hospital in 1977, and he has been a faculty member, 

founder of the Foggy Bottom pediatrician practice, practicing clinician, 

and head of the Children’s National Health Network.  Mark also is 

married to Nancy Cohen and the father of four young men.

(continued on next page)

Craig Sable, MD, has done 

some amazing work leading 

eight medical missions to 

Uganda. These missions have 

delivered critical cardiovascular 

treatment to over 150 children 

and have helped to transform the cardiology 

program at the Uganda Heart Institute at 

Mulago Hospital such that open-heart 

surgery can now be safely performed there.

http://childrensnational.org/JudsonRandolph
http://childrensnational.org/JudsonRandolph
mailto:cmanning%40childrensnational.org?subject=
mailto:cmanning%40childrensnational.org?subject=
http://childrensnational.org/~/media/cnhs-site/files/newsroom/randolphobituary-washpost.ashx?la=en
http://childrensnational.org/files/History-of-Pediatric-Surgery


 Nathaniel Beers, MD has recently been named 

the Chief of Special Education, DC Public 

Schools.

 Alsan Bellard, MD is now the Chief Medical 

Officer, DC Department of Youth Rehabilitation 

Services.

Craig DeWolfe, MD was recently selected as the 

head of Medical Student Program at Children’s 

National.

 Bob Englander, MD serves as the Director of 

Competency-based Learning and Assessment  

of the American Association of Medical Colleges 

(AAMC).

Helene Gayle, MD, MPH is the current President 

and CEO of CARE USA.

Christi Hay, MD, MPH is the Head of Palisades 

Pediatrics in DC, a unique house-call only 

practice.

Stacy Nicholson, MD, MPH is the Physician-

in-Chief at Phoenix Children’s Hospital.

 Ellen Perrin, MD serves as the Director of 

Research, Center for Children with Special 

Needs, Tufts University School of Medicine.

 Joe Wright, MD, MPH was recently named 

as the Chairman of the Department of 

Pediatrics at Howard University College of 

Medicine.

n    Some of the long-time faculty still practicing 

at Children’s National include: Irene Chatoor, 

MD, Larry D’Angelo, MD, Mohamed Jaafar, MD, 

Barbara Jantausch, MD, Massoud Majd, MD, 

Rachel Moon, MD, Muriel (Mimi) Wolf, MD, and 

George Zalzal, MD.

n    George Cohen, MD, Larrie Greenberg, MD, and 

Jack Lowe, MD are retired but still come in to 

precept residents.

 Children's recently lost Glenn Rosenquist, MD (b. August 29, 1931, d. 

May 23, 2015), who had many roles at Children's over a 25-year career that ended in 

2004 when he retired from general pediatric practice at the Children's Health Center.  

To can read more about Dr. Rosenquist click here.

Other friends of Children's who have recently passed include: Donald Delaney, MD, 

Robert Hudson, MD, Jodi Pike, MD, Marilyn Renfield, MD, Lewis Scott, MD, and Salvatore Battiata, MD.

`

In Memoriam

Alumni Notes from Dr. Jack Lowe  (continued)

(continued on next page)

A full list of former trainees from Children’s National who are currently on the faculty can be found here.

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/carrollcountytimes/obituary.aspx?pid=174936725
http://childrensnational.org/files/former-trainees-at-childrens-national-now-on-faculty


Children’s National Health System

111 Michigan Ave NW, Washington, DC 20010

202-476-5000 

ChildrensNational.org

This year’s reunion will take place at the Newseum, one of Washington, DC’s 

most popular destinations which boasts breath-taking views of the U.S. Capitol 

and Pennsylvania Avenue.

All attendees will receive one free ticket for a return visit to this high-tech 

museum that explores news and journalism’s past, present, and future via 

interactive exhibits and films covering five centuries of news gathering.

Sunday, October 25, 2015 

6:30 – 8:30 pm 

Newseum 

Knight Conference Center 

555 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 

Washington, DC 20001

RSVP by October 2, 2015: ChildrensNational.org/Alumni

All Alumni and CNHN members are welcome!

Stephen J. Teach, MD, MPH, Chair, Department of 

Pediatrics, Children’s National Health System, George 

Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences

Please stay in touch with us, 
and come back to visit! You can reach out to 

me at any time, especially with notes for either 

Dr. Avery or Dr. Lowe, and I will be certain to 

pass them along.

Cheers,

Stephen

Children’s Research Institute (CRI) 

report can be found here..
steach@childrensnational.org

Join us for our Annual Gathering of Children’s National Alumni and Friends 

Join Us Sunday, 

October 25, 2015 for 

our Annual Gathering 

of Children’s National 

Alumni and Friends 

at the American 

Academy of Pediatrics 

Annual Meeting in 

Washington, DC.

http://ChildrensNational.org
http://ChildrensNational.org/Alumni
http://childrensnational.org/CRI-Report

