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RDoC Project Enters Year Four
 

The Research Domain Criteria Initiative (or
RDoC) project is entering its fourth year this
fall!  The project entitled, "Executive Function
Across Pediatric Psychiatric Disorders," is a
collaboration between CASD and
Georgetown University's Developmental

Cognitive Neuroscience Laboratory (DCNL), and is funded by the National Institute of
Mental Health. The project is studying executive function skills, such as attention,
memory, and learning, using magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) across different
diagnoses.  142 children have already participated in the study over the last three years
of the project. 
 
The RDoC research team would like to thank you for your interest and participation, as
none of this would be possible without the participation of families. Our recruitment
efforts are currently being focused on participants ages 8-13 with non-ASD or Attention
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder related executive functioning challenges, such as
learning disabilities, anxiety, mood disorder, conduct disorders, depression and bipolar
disorders.
To learn more about the RDoC project, please check out our February 2017 and October
2018 CASD Chats. If you are interested in participating in the RDoC project, please
contact Charlotte Jeppsen at 301-765-5425 or cljeppsen@childrensnational.org.

Supporting Students with Special Needs

 
Online Training Modules for School-Based Professionals who

Support Students with Disabilities

Dr. John Hussman of the Hussman Institute and Dr. Katherine Holman of Towson
University developed a series of open-access training modules in partnership with the
Maryland State Department of Education to offer systematic training and support for
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school-based professionals who work with students with disabilities.  These
modules cover topics including disability awareness, essential dispositions such as the
presumption of competence, individualized education plans, least restrictive
environment and other central concepts in special education, key roles and
responsibilities, student engagement, communication strategies, positive behavior
supports, instructional adaptations, sensory accommodations, strategies to support
meaningful inclusion and relationships, and more.  To access the modules, please
visit: https://www.scaffolds.org/learn/special-educator-training-modules/

Check out Ivymount Outreach's Fall 2019 Catalog, which includes after school and
weekend, recreational, educational, and therapeutic programs for school aged children
through young adults. Programs are led by trained, experienced professionals that work
at Ivymount School and the Maddux School. 
 
Click here to view the catalog.  To register for programs, please click here.

Calendar of Events

September 2019*
 
AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD
AMC Theatres Nationwide
Tuesday, September 10th
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-
friendly-films
 
Smithsonian's Morning at the Museum
National Museum of Natural History
Washington, DC  
Saturday, September 14th at 8:30am
Morning at the Museum is a FREE sensory-friendly program for families of children with
disabilities. Programs rotate throughout the Smithsonian museums and take place on
Saturday or Sunday morning. Each program consists of providing pre-registered
families early entrance, facilitated activities, pre-visit materials, and a take-a-break
space.  Registration is required.  For more information about the program, please
contact Ashley Grady at Access@si.edu or 202-633-2921.  To register for the National
Museum of African Art program, please visit: 
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/morning-at-the-museum-national-museum-of-natural-
history-tickets-63379582036 
 
AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD 
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AMC Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, September 14th
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-
friendly-films 
 
My Way Matinee: TBD
Regal Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, September 14th at 10:30am
This program gives everyone the opportunity to experience a movie with the lights
turned up and the volume turned down. Guests are free to express themselves
by singing, crying, dancing, walking around, talking or shouting while enjoying
Hollywood's latest films! All screenings for these sensory friendly movies will begin at
10:30am on the second and fourth Saturday of the month for a special discounted ticket
price!  For more information, please
visit, https://www.regmovies.com/static/en/us/promotions/my-way-matinee 
 
AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD
AMC Theatres Nationwide
Tuesday, September 24th
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-
friendly-films
 
Smithsonian's Morning at the Museum
Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center
Washington, DC  
Saturday, September 28th at 8:30am
Morning at the Museum is a FREE sensory-friendly program for families of children with
disabilities. Programs rotate throughout the Smithsonian museums and take place on
Saturday or Sunday morning. Each program consists of providing pre-registered
families early entrance, facilitated activities, pre-visit materials, and a take-a-break
space.  Registration is required.  For more information about the program, please
contact Ashley Grady at Access@si.edu or 202-633-2921.  To register for the Steven F.
Udvar-Hazy Center program, please visit: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/morning-at-the-museum-udvar-hazy-center-tickets-
63380095572

My Way Matinee: TBD
Regal Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, September 28th at 10:30am
This program gives everyone the opportunity to experience a movie with the lights
turned up and the volume turned down. Guests are free to express themselves
by singing, crying, dancing, walking around, talking or shouting while enjoying
Hollywood's latest films! All screenings for these sensory friendly movies will begin at
10:30am on the second and fourth Saturday of the month for a special discounted ticket
price!  For more information, please
visit, https://www.regmovies.com/static/en/us/promotions/my-way-matinee
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AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD 
AMC Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, September 28th
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-
friendly-films 
 

*Parents need to assess the appropriateness of any given event for their child. The

sensory-friendly opportunities listed are appropriate for a broad range of ages, from

children's activities to shows that are appropriate only for older teens or adults.
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