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29th Annual Pediatric Neurology Update 
 
In April, The Children's National Health System Center for Neuroscience and Behavioral
Medicine hosted it Annual Pediatric Neurology Update.  This year's Update featured
autism spectrum disorder as one of its three critical areas in pediatric neuroscience and
neurodevelopment.  The session, led by CASD's Director, Lauren Kenworthy PhD,
showcased the concerted efforts of Children's National to create Autism Friendly
Hospital Initiatives to enhance family and patient education and translational care.
 
The following are the presentations covered during the Update:

"Pharmacologic Therapy for Children on the Autistic Spectrum" - Adelaide Robb,
MD
"New Non-Pharmacologic Management Strategies for Children on the Autistic
Spectrum" - Lauren Kenworthy, PhD
"Gender Differences in Autism Spectrum Disorders: Girls with Autism" - Kevin
Pelphrey, PhD, University of Virginia
 "New Insights into the Neurobiologic Underpinnings of Autism" - Joshua Corbin,
PhD
"Autism: Societal and Government Challenges and Solutions" - Julia Bascom,
Autistic Self Advocacy Network
Autism Friendly Hospital Roundtable

Kathleen Atmore, PsyD, Beyond the Spectrum Program Clinical Director
Eileen Walters, MSN, RN, CPN, Beyond the Spectrum Program Manager
Yetta Myrick, CASD Community Outreach Coordinator
Amy Kratchman, Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, LEND Director of
Family Collaboration
Michael O'Neil, JD, MBA, GetWell Network, Inc, Founder and CEO
Vijay Ravindran, Floreo, CEO & Co-Founder

Art for Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month

http://childrensnational.org/departments/center-for-autism-spectrum-disorderscasd


In honor of Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month, the CASD, Beyond the
Spectrum, and Creative & Therapeutic Arts Services teams partnered with the Ivymount
School to exhibit, "Art for Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month" at the Children's
National Medical Center, located on the first floor.

The Ivymount School donated "Seascape".  The piece was created by Ivymount School
students using painted papers, collage techniques, acrylic paints and mixed media.  The
Ivymount School serves over 200 Washington, DC-region students, ages 4-21, with
autism spectrum disorder, intellectual and learning disabilities, and speech and
language impairments. Ivymount is nationally recognized for its evidence-based
practices, investment in staff training, and outreach programs that support individuals
and their families.

We hope that the next time you visit our hospital, you take a moment to see it in
person.

CASD in the Media 

On Saturday, April 27th, C-SPAN's Washington Journal hosted, CASD psychologist,
Allison Ratto, PhD, and the Autistic Self Advocacy Network (ASAN) Executive Director,
Julia Bascom as they discussed Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Click here to watch.

Eating Habits Study Now Recruiting 

https://www.c-span.org/video/?460139-5/washington-journal-julia-bascom-allison-ratto-discuss-autism-spectrum-disorder


Call for Applications

The Organization for Autism Research (OAR) announced its 2019 Scholarship Program,
which provides $3,000 scholarships to students across the autism spectrum. OAR is
pleased to invite persons with an autism diagnosis (DSM-IV or later criteria) pursuing
full-time, postsecondary, undergraduate education or vocation-technical training in any
of the following: 



Four-year undergraduate college or university 
Two-year undergraduate college 
Trade, technical or vocation school 
Cooperative life skills programs 

To learn more please visit the OAR Scholarships page. Applications are due on May 6,
2019.

Calendar of Events

May 2019*
 
Chuck E. Cheese's Sensory Sensitive Sundays 
Chuck E. Cheese's Locations Nationwide 
Sunday, May 5th
Chuck E. Cheese's offers a sensory-friendly experience, two hours early, on the first
Sunday of every month. The Sensory Sensitive Sundays experience includes: less
crowding and noise, dimmed lighting, show and music turned off or down, limited
appearances by Chuck E., and food and games are offered for a fee. For more
information and for a list of participating locations, please
visit, https://www.chuckecheese.com/birthday-events/sensory-sensitive-sundays
 
AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD 
AMC Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, May 11th 
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-
friendly-films
 
My Way Matinee: TBD
Regal Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, May 11th at 10:30am
This program gives everyone the opportunity to experience a movie with the lights
turned up and the volume turned down. Guests are free to express themselves
by singing, crying, dancing, walking around, talking or shouting while enjoying
Hollywood's latest films! All screenings for these sensory friendly movies will begin at
10:30am on the second and fourth Saturday of the month for a special discounted ticket
price!  For more information, please
visit, https://www.regmovies.com/static/en/us/promotions/my-way-matinee 
  
Sensory Friendly Storytime Little Falls Library
Bethesda, MD
Saturday, May 11th at 2pm
Sensory Friendly Storytime is designed for children of all ages who prefer smaller
groups due to sensory processing disorders. The program will last about 20 minutes and
will be followed by social playtime with educational toys and an opportunity for
parents to socialize. Participants are encouraged to bring their own noise reduction
earmuffs and weighted items. The entire family is welcome to attend, including any
neurotypical siblings. To register for the program, contact the Little Falls Library at 240-
773-9520 or by email at Leslie.Jarvis@montgomerycountymd.gov. 
Please include the following information:

https://researchautism.org/how-we-help/scholarships/?utm_source=OARacle+Newsletter+Subscribers&utm_campaign=a13cd9695f-Scholarship+2018+Open_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_132914a232-a13cd9695f-171427597
https://www.chuckecheese.com/birthday-events/sensory-sensitive-sundays
http://www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-friendly-films
https://www.regmovies.com/static/en/us/promotions/my-way-matinee
mailto:leslie.jarvis@montgomerycountymd.gov


Child's first and last name
Age of child
Parent/Guardian name
Best phone number to reach parent/guardian
Parent/Guardian email address
 
AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD
AMC Theatres Nationwide
Tuesday, May 14th
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-
friendly-films
 
My Way Matinee: TBD
Regal Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, May 25th at 10:30am
This program gives everyone the opportunity to experience a movie with the lights
turned up and the volume turned down. Guests are free to express themselves
by singing, crying, dancing, walking around, talking or shouting while enjoying
Hollywood's latest films! All screenings for these sensory friendly movies will begin at
10:30am on the second and fourth Saturday of the month for a special discounted ticket
price!  For more information, please
visit, https://www.regmovies.com/static/en/us/promotions/my-way-matinee
 
AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD 
AMC Theatres Nationwide
Saturday, May 25th 
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-
friendly-films
   
AMC Sensory Friendly Films: TBD
AMC Theatres Nationwide
Tuesday, May 28th
The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a
safe and accepting environment. The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their
lights up, the sound turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout, or sing! Please check your local theatre listings for specific show
times. For more information, please visit, 
www.amctheatres.com/programs/sensory-friendly-films
 
*Parents need to assess the appropriateness of any given event for their child. The
sensory-friendly opportunities listed are appropriate for a broad range of ages, from
children's activities to shows that are appropriate only for older teens or adults.
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