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Holy Days With No Fixed Date

Wuwuchim      Hopi

 Wuwuchim is the new year for the Hopi Indians, observed in northeastern Arizona. This is 
thought to be the time when Katchina spirits emerge from Shipap, the underworld, to stay a short 
time on earth. It is the most important of Hopi rituals because it establishes the rhythms for the year 
to come. For several days, prayers, songs, and dances for a prosperous and safe new year are led by 
the priests in the kivas, or ceremonial chambers. The men of the tribe dance, wearing embroidered 
kilts, and priests from the Bear Clan chant about the time of creation. It may also serve as an 
initiation rite for boys.  (You can read much more about this festival here: https://encyclopedia2.the-
freedictionary.com/Wuwuchim )

Shalako Ceremony      Zuni
According to Zuni legend, their ancestors emerged from the underworld to the 
earth’s surface and searched for their “center,” where they would find water and 
security. The Water Spider led them to an anthill, which he proclaimed was the 
center of the earth, instructing them to build their village there. 
 The Shalako, who are believed to have first appeared at Zuni around 1840, 
retrace thewanderings of the Zunis from the center of the earth to the modern 
pueblo. Since they are the couriers of the gods, they run back and forth all year 

carrying messages, bringing moisture and rain when it is needed. When they leave, they carry the 
Zunis’ prayers for rain with them. (You can read much more about the ceremony here: https://ency-
clopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/Shalako+Ceremony )

Night Chant      Navajo  
 The nine-night ceremony known as the Night Chant or the Nightway (Yei Bei Chei) is 
believed to date from around 1000 b.c.e., when it was first performed by the Indians who lived in 
Canyon de Chelly (now eastern Arizona). It is considered to be the most 
sacred of all Navajo ceremonies and one of the most difficult to learn, because it involves 
memorizing many songs, prayers, and the complicated designs used in sand paintings. Like the 
Navajo Mountain Chant, the Night Chant is basically a 
healing ritual, designed both to cure people who are sick and to restore the 
order and balance of human relationships within the Navajo universe. 



The Night Chant begins when the medicine man—a combination doctor-priest who has learned the 
intricate and detailed practices that are essential to the chant—emerges from the lodge leading the 
dancers, who represent the gods. The medicine man intones a long healing prayer for those who are 
sick and performs several other ritual acts. Then the dancers begin. The chant itself is performed without 
variation and has a hypnotic effect on the listeners. (You can read much more about this ceremony at:
https://encyclopedia2.thefreedictionary.com/Navajo+Night+Chant)

Holy Days With Fixed Date

November 1      All Saints’ Day      Christian      All Saints’ Day, also known as All Hallows’ Day, 
Hallowmas, Feast of All Saints, or Solemnity of All Saints, is a Christian festival celebrated in honor of all 
the saints, known and unknown. In Western Christianity, it is celebrated on 1 November by the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Anglican Communion, the Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church, and other 
Protestant churches. The Eastern Orthodox Church and associated Eastern Catholic churches celebrate it 
on the first Sunday after Pentecost. Oriental Orthodox churches of Chaldea and associated Eastern 
Catholic churches celebrate All Saints’ Day on the first Friday after Easter.
 Christian celebration of All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day stems from a belief that there is a 
powerful spiritual bond between those in heaven (the “Church triumphant”), and the living (the “Church 
militant”). In Catholic theology, the day commemorates all those who have attained the beatific vision in 
Heaven. It is a national holiday in many historically Catholic countries. In Methodist theology, All Saints 
Day revolves around “giving God solemn thanks for the lives and deaths of his saints”, including those 
who are “famous or obscure”.  As such, individuals throughout the Church Universal are honored, such as 
Paul the Apostle, Augustine of Hippo and John Wesley, in addition to individuals who have personally led 
one to faith in Jesus, such as one’s grandmother or friend.
 In the Western Christian practice, the liturgical celebration begins at Vespers on the evening of 31 
October, All Hallows’ Eve (All Saints’ Eve), and ends at the close of 1 November. It is thus the day before 
All Souls’ Day, which commemorates the faithful departed. In many traditions, All Saints’ Day is part of the 
triduum of Allhallowtide, which lasts three days from 31 October to 2 November inclusive.
 In the British Isles, it is known that churches were already celebrating All Saints on 1 November at 
the beginning of the 8th century to coincide with or replace the Celtic festival of Samhain. 
Painting by Fra Angelico 1395-1455



November 1      Samhain      Wicca/Pagan      Samhain is a festival of the Dead. 
Meaning “Summer’s End” and pronounced saah-win or saa-ween, Samhain is a 
celebration of the end of the harvest and the start of the coldest half of the year. 
For many, Samhain also is the beginning of the spiritual new year.
 Samhain’s long association with death and the Dead reflects Nature’s 
rhythms. In many places, Samhain coincides with the end of the growing 
season. Vegetation dies back with killing frosts, and therefore, literally, death is 
in the air. This contributes to the ancient notion that at Samhain, the veil is thin 
between the world of the living and the realm of the Dead and this facilitates 
contact and communication. For those who have lost loved ones in the past 
year, Samhain rituals can be an opportunity to bring closure to grieving and to 
further adjust to their being in the Otherworld by spiritually communing with 
them.  Photo from WhisperingWoods.com

November 2      All Souls’ Day      Christian      All Souls’ Day is a day of alms giving and prayers for the 
dead. The intent is for the living to assist those in purgatory. Many western churches annually observe All 
Souls’ Day on November 2 and many eastern churches celebrate it prior to Lent and the day before 
Pentecost.
 People attend churches, which are appropriately draped in black, and visit family graves to 
honor their ancestors. All Souls’ Day is connected with All Saints’ Day, which is observed on the day 
before, where people take the time to decorate the graves of deceased loved ones and light candles in 
their memory.

 All Souls’ Day in Mexico is a national holiday called Día de los Muertos 
(Day of the Dead). Many people believe that the spirits of the dead 
return to enjoy a visit to their friends and relatives on this day. Long 
before sunrise, people stream into the cemeteries laden with candles, 
flowers and food that is often shaped and decorated to resemble the 

symbols of death. Children eat tiny chocolate hearse, sugar funeral wreaths, and candy skulls and coffins. 
But the atmosphere is festive. 

November 7      Diwali      Hindu      Deepawali, Deepavali, or Diwali is the biggest and the brightest of all 
Hindu festivals. It is the festival of lights: deep means “light” and avali “a row” to become “a row of lights.” 
Diwali is marked by four days of celebration, which literally illuminates the country with its brilliance and 
dazzles people with its joy.
 Each day of Diwali has its own tale to tell. The first day of the festival, Naraka Chaturdasi marks the 
vanquishing of the demon Naraka by Lord Krishna and his wife Satyabhama. 
 Amavasya, the second day of Deepawali, marks the worship of Lakshmi when she is in her most 
benevolent mood, fulfilling the wishes of her devotees. Amavasya also tells the story of Lord Vishnu, who, 
in his dwarf incarnation, vanquished the tyrant Bali and banished him to hell. Bali is allowed to return to 
earth once a year to light millions of lamps and dispel darkness and ignorance while spreading the radi-
ance of love and wisdom.
 It is on the third day of Deepawali, Kartika Shudda Padyami, that Bali steps out of hell and rules 
the earth according to the boon given by Lord Vishnu. The fourth day is referred to as Yama Dvitiya (also 
called Bhai Dooj), and on this day sisters invite their brothers to their homes.



In each legend, myth, and story of Deepawali lies the significance of the victory of good over evil. 
 From darkness unto light—the light empowers Hindus to commit themselves to good deeds and 
brings them closer to divinity. During Diwali, lights illuminate every corner of India, and the scent of 
incense sticks hangs in the air, mingled with the sounds of firecrackers, joy, togetherness, and hope.

November 12      Birth of Baha’u’llah      Baha’i      The Birth of Bahá’u’lláh is one of the nine holy days for 
Baha’i’s, and it is celebrated on November 12. It celebrates the birth of Bahá’u’lláh, the founder of the Bahá’i 
faith, born in Tehran on November 12, 1817.
 Bahá’u’lláh, which mean Glory of God, was born on November 12, 1817 in Tehran, Iran, and was 
given the name of Mírzá Husayn-`Alí Nuri. He is considered the founder of the Baha’í faith and claimed 
to be the prophetic fulfillment of Bábism as well as a messenger of God announcing the fulfillment of the 
promises of Islam, Christianity, and other religions. Later he would be persecuted and put in to jail.
 On May 9, 1892, Bahá’u’lláh had a slight fever that worsened over the following days, and on May 
29, he took his life. He is now buried in a shrine next to the Mansion of Bahjí, where he died.
 Bahá’u’lláh left behind many religious works that are now the base for the Baha’I, most notably the 
Kitáb-i-Aqdas, his book of laws. His works also include letters describing his vision of a united world and 
the need for ethical action, as well as many prayers.
 Bahá’i’s do not have guidelines for celebrations or prayers. On this day there are gatherings among 
Bahá’i’s communities all over the world and everyone is invited to join, regardless of their own religion or 
personal beliefs. In homes, public buildings, or any Baha’i center or house or worship, there are prayers, 
music, and dances for everyone as the day is celebrated in a spirit of unity and peace. This is a
non-working day for Baha’i’s.

November 15      The Nativity Fast begins      Orthodox Christian      The Nativity Fast is a period of 
abstinence and penance practiced by the Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, and Eastern Catholic 
Churches, in preparation for the Nativity of Jesus (December 25).[1] The corresponding Western season of 
preparation for Christmas, which also has been called the Nativity Fast[2] and St. Martin’s Lent, has taken 
the name of Advent. The Eastern fast runs for 40 days instead of four (Roman rite) or six weeks 
(Ambrosian rite) and thematically focuses on proclamation and glorification of the Incarnation of God, 
whereas the Western Advent focuses on the two comings (or advents) of Jesus Christ: his birth and his 
Second Coming or Parousia.
 The Byzantine fast is observed from November 15 to December 24, inclusively. These dates apply 
to those Orthodox Churches which use the Revised Julian calendar, which currently matches the Gregori-
an calendar. For those Eastern Orthodox Churches which still follow the Julian calendar (Greek
Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Russian Orthodox Church, Serbian Orthodox Church, Georgian 
Orthodox Church, Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Macedonian Orthodox Church, and Mount Athos), the 
Winter Lent does not begin until November 28 (Gregorian) which coincides with November 15 on the 
Julian calendar. 



November 21      Mawlid al Nabi      Islam      Mawlid, also spelled Mawlūd or Mīlād, in Islam, the birthday 
of a holy figure, especially the birthday of the Prophet Muhammad (Mawlid al-Nabī).   
 Muhammad’s birthday, arbitrarily fixed by tradition as the 12th day of the month of Rabī’ al-Aww-
al—i.e., the day of Muhammad’s death—was not celebrated by the masses of Muslim faithful until about 
the 13th century. 
 Sunnis, who constitute the major branch of Islam, regard a mawlid celebration held in 1207 as the 
first mawlid festival.  It closely paralleled the modern mawlid in form. The actual day of Muhammad’s birth 
was preceded by an entire month of merrymaking. Musicians, jugglers, and assorted entertainers attract-
ed people from as far away as Baghdad. Muslim scholars, jurists, mystics, and poets began arriving as 
much as two months in advance. Two days before the formal mawlid, a large number of camels, sheep, 
and oxen were sacrificed. On the eve of mawlid, a torchlight procession passed through the town. On 
the morning of the mawlid, the faithful and the soldiery assembled in front of a specially erected pulpit to 
hear the sermon. The religious dignitaries were then honored with special robes, and all those attending 
were invited to feast at the prince’s expense.
 The mawlid festival quickly spread throughout the Muslim world, partly because of a 
contemporary corresponding enthusiasm for Sufism (Islamic mysticism), which allowed Islam to become 
a personal experience. Even in Arabia, where the Prophet’s birthplace and tomb had been simply the sites 
of pious but not required pilgrimage, the mawlid celebrations took hold.

November 23      Guru Nanak Dev’s Birthday      Sikh      Guru Nanak is the founder of Sikhism. Sikhism is 
still based on his teachings and those of the nine Sikh Gurus who followed him.  Guru Nanak was born in 
1469 in what is now Pakistan. At the age of 30 he mysteriously disappeared for 3 days. When he 
reappeared, he began to preach the Sikh faith and spent the rest of his life teaching, writing and traveling 
around the world to discuss religion with Muslims and Hindus.
 Sikhs celebrate Guru Nanak’s Birthday and the other Gurpurbs (festivals which celebrate the lives 
of the Gurus) by reading the Sikh holy book, the Guru Granth Sahib, continuously from beginning to end. 
This is done by a team of Sikh men and women, each reading for 2-3 hours over 48 hours, beginning two 
days before and ending early on the morning of the birthday.
 On the day before the birthday, processions are held in India and in some parts of England. These 
are led by five people representing the original Panj Piare (Five Beloved Ones) and followed by singers, 
musicians and even teams of people demonstrating martial arts.
 The Gurdwaras (places where Sikhs go to pray) are decorated with flowers, flags and lights. Sikhs 
join together to sing, pray and eat together.
 On the morning of the anniversary celebrations begin early, at around 4 or 5am, with hymns sung 
from the Guru Granth Sahib, poems recited in praise of the Gurus and lectures on Sikhism.
 After this, a sweet-tasting food (Karah Prasad) is blessed and served. It is made from semolina or 
wheat flour, sugar and ghee (clarified butter). The congregation then share a langar (meal) from the free 
kitchen. Celebrations may also include fireworks. Sikhs who are unable to visit the Gurdwara during the 
festival will hold a similar ceremony in their own homes.
Photo: worldreligionnews.com



November 25      Christ the King      Christian      The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe, commonly referred to as the Feast of Christ the King, is a relatively recent addition to the Western 
liturgical calendar, having been instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius XI for the Roman Catholic Church. In 1970 
its Roman Catholic observance was moved to the final Sunday of Ordinary Time. Therefore, the earliest 
date on which it can occur is 20 November and the latest is 26 November. Traditional Catholics observe it 
on its original date, the last Sunday of October. The Anglican, Lutheran, and many other Protestant 
churches adopted it along with the Revised Common Lectionary, occasionally referring to it as Christ the 
King Sunday. It is also observed on the same computed date as the final Sunday of the ecclesiastical year, 
the Sunday before the First Sunday of Advent, by Western rite parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside Russia.[1] Roman Catholics adhering to the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite as permitted 
under the motu proprio Summorum Pontificum use the General Roman Calendar of 1960, and as such 
continue to observe the Solemnity on its original date of the final Sunday of October.
 Those churches that use the Revised Common Lectionary observe Christ the King Sunday as the 
final Sunday of their liturgical years.[12] These churches include most major Anglican and mainline 
Protestant groups, including the Church of England, Episcopal Church, Anglican Church in North America, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and other Lutheran groups, United Methodist Church and 
other Methodist groups, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the United Church of Christ, and the Moravian 
Church. Some, such as the Uniting Church in Australia refer to it in non-gendered terms as feast of The 
Reign of Christ.

November 26      Day of Covenant      Baha’i      The Day of the Covenant is the day when Bahá’ís celebrate 
the appointment of `Abdu’l-Bahá as the Centre of Baha’u’llah’s Covenant.It occurs yearly on the 4th day of 
Speech (Qawl) which coincides with either November 25 or 26 depending on when Naw Ruz falls on that 
year. 
 Abdu’l-Bahá had stated that since May 23 was also the day that the Báb declared his mission, and 
should be exclusively associated with him, that that day should under no circumstances be celebrated as 
his day of birth. However, as the Bahá’ís begged for a day to be celebrated as `Abdu’l-Bahá’s birthday, he 
gave them November 26, 181 days after the ascension of Bahá’u’lláh, to be observed as the day of the 
appointment of the Centre of the Covenant. The day is one of two Bahá’í holy days where work does not 
need to be suspended.

November 28      Ascension of Abdu’l baha      Baha’i      With the passing of Abdu’l-Baha in 1921, at age 77, 
the citizens of Haifa, Israel and the larger Baha’i community mourned openly. Abdu’l-Baha’s funeral on Mt. 
Carmel was attended by 10,000,  including Baha’is, Jews, Christians, Muslims and Druzes of various ethnic-
ities. (Learn more from Bahai.org.) Of the funeral, the Governor of Jerusalem wrote: “I have never known a 
more united expression of regret and respect than was called forth by the utter simplicity of the ceremony.” 
Similarly, the British High Commissioner described: “A great throng had gathered together, sorrowing for 
His death, but rejoicing also for His life.”  Work does not need to be suspended.



Chaplaincy Staff:
Rev. Kathleen Ennis-Durstine, room 4201, x.3321
Margarita Roque, habla Espanol,, room 4115, x 2626
Rev. Eliezer Oliveira, habla Espanol, room 4115, x 5050
Rev. Matthew Schlageter, room 4115, x 6736
Rev. Lavender Kelley, room 4115, x 4638

Catholic Mass is held Thursday at noon and Saturday 
at 4 pm in the Main Chapel, third floor Main, room 
3201

Jummah Prayer is held Friday at 12:15 pm in the Main 
Chapel, third floor Main, room 3201

Sources for this newsletter: encyclopedia2.com, wikipedia.com, circclesanctuary.org, timeanddate.com, 
thoughtco.com, aglobalworld.com, britannica.com, bbc.co.uk.  All pictures are from the subscription service 
Shutterstock unless otherwise noted.

Grace Notes 
A daily inspirational email sent to a subscription list.  Below is an example of a recent Grace Note.

If you would like to receive Grace Notes please email the Chaplain (Kathleen Ennis-Durstine) and ask to be 
included.


