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Therapy for children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) has changed dramatically over the
past 4o years, and while initially a nearly universally fatal disease, it is now one of the most
highly curable forms of cancer. Through cooperative clinical trials across the world, outcomes
for children with cancer are better than ever before and more and more adults are now survivors
of childhood ALL, which changes the landscape of health across age groups.

Learning Objectives:

Attendees of this session will be able to:

1. Describe changes in the outcomes of childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) over
the past 40 years

2. Discuss some reasons for improvements in childhood cancer therapy.
Describe new approaches to the treatment of childhood ALL and how they may potentially
impact the outcomes for children diagnosed today.
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